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Winter 2015 

Hydrologic Conditions 

 Current Apr-Aug inflow for Libby Dam 

►6.5 million-acre-feet (110% of average) 

 Average snowpack – but ripe and low 

snowpack in the lower elevations 

 126% of average precipitation in upper 

Kootenai Watershed 

 Higher temperatures than normal 
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2013 Snowpack 
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Mar-May Outlook 

Temperature and Precipitation  
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May-July Outlook 

Temperature and Precipitation  
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Operations 

 Current Elevation is 2404.5 ft (~2.2 MAF of Space) 

► End of month target 2397.8 ft 

► Could see a further draft in April 

 Flows targeting end of month target 

► Inflows to Libby Dam May cause higher releases this month  

► VarQ releases would also cause release to increase 

 Upcoming Operations 

► Sturgeon Pulse 

• No spill 

• May come as early as mid May 

• Peak powerhouse releases of 14 days minimum 

► Summer Operations 

• Coordinating with tribe and TMT 
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Summary 

 Flood Risk moderate  

► Based on lack of snowpack that feeds tributaries below Libby 

Dam 

► Likely to only see any significant peak about Libby Dam from 

snow melt 

 June precipitation is the wild card 

 

 


