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Winter 2015
Hydrologic Conditions

»= Current Apr-Aug Iinflow for Libby Dam
» 6.5 million-acre-feet (110% of average)

= Average snowpack — but ripe and low
snowpack in the lower elevations

» 126% of average precipitation in upper
Kootenai Watershed

= Higher temperatures than normal
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Columbia River and Pacific Coastal Basins
Mountain Snowpack
as of March 1, 2016
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Mar-May Outlook
Temperature and Precipitation
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May-July Outlook
Temperature and Precipitation
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Operations

= Current Elevation is 2404.5 ft (~2.2 MAF of Space)
» End of month target 2397.8 ft
» Could see a further draft in April

* Flows targeting end of month target
» Inflows to Libby Dam May cause higher releases this month
» VarQ releases would also cause release to increase
= Upcoming Operations
» Sturgeon Pulse
* No spill

 May come as early as mid May
« Peak powerhouse releases of 14 days minimum

» Summer Operations
» Coordinating with tribe and TMT
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Modeled using current ESP tracesas of03/16/16
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Maximum April-August Bonners Ferry Stage - Probability Chart

Corps of Engineers Projections Based on the 67 Ensemble Streamflow Prediction Traces

Issued by the Northwest River Forecast Center, National Weather Service

US Army Corps
of Engineers »
Seattle District
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The data presented inthis graphis provisionaland isintended to provide an estimate of the

maximum river stage at Bonners Ferry.

How to read this graph:
The vertical lines indicate probabilities for the maximum stage this season at Bonners Ferry.

For example, the line at 20% intersects with the curve at an elevation which is exceeded in
20% of the traces (model runs). A flattail indicates that many runs have forecast peaks
lower than an already observed peak.

The River Forecast Center public site for Bonners Ferry Forecasts is:
http://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/river/station/flowplot/flowplot.cgi?lid=BFEI1
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Summary

= Flood Risk moderate

» Based on lack of snowpack that feeds tributaries below Libby
Dam

» Likely to only see any significant peak about Libby Dam from
snow melt

= June precipitation is the wild card
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