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2015 Libby Dam Sturgeon Flow and Temperature Operations 

Snow Pack 







“Dry Year” at The Dalles 

    The early runoff in the lower elevation snowpack, 

combined with below average precipitation in April, has 

caused the April through August water forecast by the 

Northwest River Forecast Center to drop to 71 percent of 

normal, or 62.4 million acre-feet, as published in the 

official final May forecast used for planning purposes on 

May 7. One acre-foot is a volume of water equivalent to 

one acre covered one foot deep with water – it’s a little 

more than 325,000 gallons. This year became a “dry-

year” when the April through August forecast came in 

under 72.2 maf. What is unusual about this year is the 

dry year stems from critically low snowpack rather than a 

dry winter. 









Kootenai River Temperature and Flow

Pre-Libby Dam vs Post-Libby Dam
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Kootenai River Temperature and Flow
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