Subject: Advance Notice/Save the Date: Public Meeting & Hearing for Proposed Caribou Critical Habitat Rule
Importance: High

Thank you for your interest in the Service's proposed caribou critical habitat rule, and for helping Idaho citizens and the FWS to work together this issue.

We is awaiting word from the Federal Register on the publication of the 60-day extension, which will give us exact dates for the new comment period. 
We expect to publish this very soon.

We wish to thank Boundary County Commission Chairman Ron Smith and others from Boundary County and across the State of Idaho, for helping us establish April 28th as the date for the FWS information meeting and public hearing.

We wanted to make sure you have an early "heads-up" so you are able to calendar this. The specifics for that day are below.

The FWS information meeting is an open-house style opportunity for interested citizens to have conversations with FWS managers and biologists about the caribou proposal. The purpose of that meeting is information-sharing dialogue.

The public hearing is a formal hearing for citizens to present their oral testimony to FWS, which will be entered into the public record as official comments. 
A court reporter will record the comments. The public is encouraged to bring a copy of their full comments for incorporation into the record even if speaking at the hearing. 

In addition to public hearing testimony that is recorded, comment submission is primarily through the Federal e-Rulemaking Portal (see instructions below). Recognizing some citizens do not have access to electronic equipment, we will have comment forms available at the information meeting so that citizens can comment in writing. FWS will electronically submit those comments for those who can not do so themselves. We hope this will help ensure that all comments regarding the draft proposal are properly submitted to the record.

We have not yet arranged details for the economic analysis comment period and associated public input opportunities. 
As soon as we have that information, we'll be sure to share that with you.

If you have any questions, please contact me. 

Thanks again-
Meggan


INFORMATION MEETING/HEARING

Date - Saturday, April 28th

Info Meeting - 9:30 to 11:30 am

Lunch break - 11:30 to 1:00 pm

Formal public hearing speaker registration begins - 1:00 pm 

Public Hearing - 2:00 to 5:00 pm

Bonners Ferry High School
6485 Tamarack Lane
Bonners Ferry, Idaho 83805

Information Meeting will be in the Library
Hearing will be in the Auditorium

