
Forest  
Deer Creek Project  

KVRI Collaborative Meeting 
November 12, 2014 



Agenda 
 Review Planning Area  
 Review Purpose and Need 
 Review and Refine Draft Proposed Action  
 Project Status Update 



Deer Creek Planning Area  



  Acres 

Deer Creek Planning Area 30,000 

Private 7,000 

Twin Skin Units 650 

 Buckhorn Ridge Roadless Area  3,000 



Deer Creek Planning Area  



Purpose and Need Objectives 
 Provide for tree species, stocking levels and forest pattern that 

is more resilient and resistant to disturbances such as insects, 
diseases, wildfire and drought 

 Maintain and promote forest conditions that reduce fire 
hazard in the planning area 

 Expand the recreation opportunities in the planning area by 
maintaining, improving, and creating recreation facilities and 
infrastructure 

 Other resource objectives: 
• Contain or control existing noxious weed populations 
• Maintain and improve aquatic systems by reducing 

sedimentation and improving in-stream habitat 
• Maximize opportunities to utilize forest products and 

provide economic opportunity through restoration 
 



 Vegetation Treatments Approximate 
Acres 

Prescribed Burning 1,400 

Precommercial Thinning (PCT) 598 

Small Wood Thinning 626 

SW/ST Removal with PCT 659 

Dry Site Improvement 261 

Seed Tree 1,333 

Shelterwood 1,018 

Total 5,894 
Total Commercial Harvest 3,896 







Vegetation Management  
Needs and Opportunities 

(Unit 39) 

• Stand Maintenance  
• Restoration  



Integration with Fuels Management 
(Dawson Ridge) 

• Wildland Urban Interface 
• Follow up/Maintenance Treatments 
• Prescribed Fire 
• Buckhorn Ridge Roadless Area 



SWR/STR 
w/PCT 

(Unit 33) 



(Unit 31) 



Young Stands - Small Wood Thinning 
(Unit 76) 



Dry Site Improvement 
(Unit 30) 



Regeneration Harvest 
(Unit 76) 



(Unit 19) 



(Unit 19A) 



Forest Health Protection Visit 
(Unit 11) 







Wildlife 

 Four documented active goshawk territories and 
another suspected one 

 Documented use of Dawson Ridge by flammulated 
owls 
 

 
 

 



Wildlife 

 Eastern third of planning area in the Keno Grizzly Bear 
Management Unit (BMU)  

Much of the Keno BMU is on the Kootenai National Forest 
 Eastern portion of planning area is in the Deer-Skin LAU and is 

designated critical habitat for lynx 



BMU and LAU 
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- Maintains OMRD better  
than the standard if both 
sides of the 2536 loop are 
not opened 
simultaneously 
and the use of these roads 
does not exceed admin 
use limits during the years 
the Buckhorn project on 
KNF increases OMRD in 
the Keno BMU. 
 
- Loss of core associated 
with the reconstruction of 
the 2536 and temp road 
off of 2549 would be  
replaced in-kind by the    
creation of core by storing 
or decommissioning the 
2224 and a portion of 
2225.  



Timeline 

Scoping Fall 2014 

Review comments and 
Alternative Development  

Winter 2014 

Specialist Reports and Draft EA  April 2015 

Public Comment Period 
USFWS Consultation 
Final EA and Draft DN/FONSI  January 2016 

Objection Ends  March 2016 
Decision  April 2016 
Implementation Summer 2016 





Placer Creek Road Stabilization 
Before stabilization Site E Just before site work begins.  

 
 

Carrying fascine for placement Fascine and rock installed at the base of the slope 

 
 

 





Snowmobile Access  Parking 





Meadow Creek Campground- Trail 
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