Draft Meeting Minutes

KVRI Forestry Sub-Committee
September 27th, 2011 – 1:30 p.m., Boundary County Extension Office - Bonners Ferry, Idaho
In Attendance:

Doug Nishek, U.S. Forest Service – BF Ranger District
Nancy Kertis, U.S. Forest Service – BF Ranger District
Jennifer Anderson, U.S. Forest Service – BF Ranger District

Kennon McClintock, The Nature Conservancy

Jim Kibler, Idaho Department of Lands

Sid Smith, Senator Jim Risch

Karen Roetter, Senator Mike Crapo

Larry Kaiser, Bureau of Land Management

Alan Flory, Contractor/Forestry

Barry Wynsma, Retired U.S. Forest Service/Boundary County Citizen
Pat Behrens, U.S. Forest Service – BF Ranger District
Linda McFaddan, U.S. Forest Service – BF Ranger District
Kevin Greenleaf, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Bob Blanford, Idaho Forest Group

Brandon Glaza, U.S. Forest Service

Wayne Wakkinen, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Brad Smith, Idaho Conservation League

Dan Dinning, Boundary County Commissioner

Dave Gray, KVRI Alternate (Social/Cultural/Historical)

Patty Perry, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho & KVRI Facilitator 

Kristin James, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho & KVRI Recording Secretary

Opening:

Patty Perry welcomed everyone to the meeting; introductions followed.  
Barry Wynsma introduced himself to the group in length for transparency and to be known why he is at the table.  His introduction is attached to the meeting minutes for those who wish to see it.

Update CFLRA Proposal 2011:
Funding has tentatively been identified for budget for FY2012 but nothing has been solidified.  There is hope the committee would meet in September and review the current proposals and make their recommendations, however that did not happen.  
Laura McCarthy, The Nature Conservancy (TNC), asked KVRI to provide a brief executive summary of the CFLRA proposal that was submitted accompanied by photos which Pat Behrens provided.  All the current proposals will be put together into a document and provided to the congressionals in hopes to garner support for the CFLRA funding.   
Twenty Mile Project Discussion – Analysis Update:

The group went out on a tour in the Twenty Mile Drainage; a second tour was provided for a smaller group that was unable to attend the first time.  Last year a grant was received by the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) from Panhandle Resource Advisory Committee (PRAC) to do analysis work on the Twenty Mile Drainage.  After the group looked at the area, the USFS will provide updates on the analysis in the area.
Pat Behrens --- Silviculture/Vegetation Assessment:

A power point presentation was provided and will be available on the Kootenai Tribe’s website, www.kootenai.org. 

Overall the tree stand data USFS has is very good; the data is collected wall to wall with very little from photo interpretation.  When looking at the vegetation condition, Pat looks at structure and divides into categories of:

· open forest

· pole size timber (40 -60 years)

· immature timber (60 – 100 years)

· mature timber (older than 100 years but less than 150 years) and 

· old growth (150 years+)

Lodgepole pine is the dominant species throughout the drainage and generally a species that appears in areas that have had large disturbances such as a fire.  Lodgepole is susceptible to mountain pine beetle infestations.  

Structure, density, and composition are other areas Pat looks at because those are factors that can be managed.  Currently in the Twenty Mile area 80% of the acreage contains lodgepole pine with moderate to high hazardous conditions for mountain pine beetle.  When looking at hazard there are three primary stand conditions that Pat takes into considers: age, diameter and basal area.

Areas that Pat is looking to do treatments are in the area of Black Mountain down to Twenty Mile Pass, because other moderate-high hazard lodgepole pine stands do not have road access.

Question/Answer:

Once the bugs start how long before the resource becomes invaluable?

It depends on how prolific the infestations.  Currently the levels are at an endemic level with 5-10 trees per acre that are hit.  Once it hits an epidemic level saw timber value is lost in about 3 years.  The first year the wood may have some stain but no checking yet.  The second year the wood begins to check, but there’s still a fair amount of useable timber however the longer period of time passing the less and less the wood is useable.  The value is definitely affected by the beetle infestation at any level though.

When referring to the land use plan, are there any restrictions on the size of the regeneration harvest?

Restrictions on the size of even-aged openings are based on the National Forest Management Act, 40 acres.  To exceed 40 acres the Forest must submit written justification to the Regional Forester, and receive approval, based on resource considerations.
Hydrology – Brandon Glaza:

The hydrology crew has been in the area and did standard roads inventory and survey.  The crew walked Twenty Mile and Brown Creek to get baseline data and gathered fish data as well.  Primarily there are rainbow trout residing in Twenty Mile Creek.  There weren’t any issues identified that would become disasters or pending disasters from road failures however there are areas that could be improved where roads are stacked tightly.  Some of these roads that are available for storage could be an opportunity to address some of the BMUs that are not currently up to standards.

How many dollars between Boundary County, RAC and 319 money have gone into the road improvements?

· $60,000 RAC

· $40,000 319 Grant

· $15,000 USFS

· $30,000 Idaho State

Last November a road improvement project was completed on the lower stretch of Twenty Mile Creek road, approximately 2 miles.  There was a total of $140,000 of road work that included a dozen new pipes to improve drainage, road slump repaired, and approximately a foot of gravel lift.  All this work was done to keep sediment out of the creek.

Are there any other needs in terms of sediment reduction to meet the TMDL?

The TMDL is for Deep Creek, Twenty Mile does not have a TMDL.  There are still targets to be met by the USFS, DOL and others that are spelled out in the TMDL but it is for the entire Deep Creek drainage could be over near McArthur Lake not necessarily in the Twenty Mile Creek Drainage.  The sediment load was not identified in the Twenty Mile Creek area.
Archeology – Doug Nishek:

The crew has been on the main roads and near the tower.  There were (3) old sites that were found and have been checked out.  On other projects there has been extensive work done from the archeology crew, but this project is turning out pretty clean and should be wrapped up by early spring.  Surveys are on-going.

Fire/Fuel Issues – Jennifer Anderson:

As for field work, Jennifer hasn’t had a chance to spend much time in the project area yet. However, she has done some recon along the upper FS road which accesses a lot of the lodgepole stands Pat talked about. Looking at the watershed as a whole there are not many opportunity on the western half due to the amount and distribution of private land, most of which has been extensively managed.  However, some of the FS lands on the eastern portion of the watershed could benefit from fuels reduction activities. Fire regime restoration opportunities align well with Pat’s vegetation assessments.  In this case the fire history shows large fire disturbance for most of the northern portion of the FS lands in the late 1800s – approximately 120 years ago which means the lodgepole stands are ripe for a disturbance.  There are heavy down fuels throughout many of these older lodgepole stands and even where the fuels haven’t built up on the surface yet, it’s likely just a matter of time before trees begin to die and fall over. From a fire and fuels management perspective, thinning the lodgepole may provide just a short-term band-aid. In the not-too-distant future it would be expected that the residual thinned overstory would die and fall over creating a new fire hazard to address.    
Wrap up; Next Meeting:

The next meeting will be held on October 21st at 9:00 a.m.  The group will meet at the Boundary County Extension Office for a brief meeting to go over the wildlife aspect of Twenty Mile Drainage and other information not available at the meeting.  After the conclusion of the meeting the group will take another tour to see areas where thinning have been completed along with other treatments that have worked.
