Draft Meeting Minutes

Kootenai Valley Resource Initiative

September 19th, 2011 - 7:00 p.m., Boundary County Extension Office
Bonners Ferry, Idaho

Committee Members in Attendance:

Dave Anderson, City of Bonners Ferry & KVRI Co-Chair

Dan Dinning, Boundary County Commissioner & KVRI Co-Chair

Ron Abraham, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho & (alt.) KVRI Co-Chair

Dave Gray, (alt.) Social/Cultural/Historical

Chip Corsi, (alt.) Idaho Fish & Game Commission

Bob Blanford, Business/Industry

Linda McFaddan, (alt.) U.S. Forest Service - Idaho Panhandle National Forest

Ed Atkins, Jr., Corporate Ag

Jim Cadnum, (alt.) Industrial Forest

Dave Wattenbarger, Soil Conservation District/Ag Landowner

Robyn Miller, Conservationist/Environmentalist (via conference call)
Patty Perry, KVRI Facilitator, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Tracy Shottanana, (alt.) KVRI Recording Secretary, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Agency/Others in Attendance:

Kennon McClintock, The Nature Conservancy

Wayne Wakkinen, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Kurt Pavlat, Bureau of Land Management

Norm Merz, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Ben Conard, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Bob Unnasch, The Nature Conservancy

Sue Ireland, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Dustin Miller, Office of Species Conservation

Corie Laude, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Ryan Hardy, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Kevin Greenleaf, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Dianna Ellis, Kootenai National Wildlife Refuge

Colet Allen, Chamber of Commerce

Karen Roetter, Senator Mike Crapo

Matt Roetter, Chauffeur 

Alan Flory, Kootenai Tribe Contractor/Community Member

Opening:

Dan Dinning opened and welcomed everyone to the meeting; introductions followed.

Draft Minutes Approval:

The group approved draft minutes of July 18th, 2011 meeting by consensus.  For the August meeting, the group met at the Fairgrounds & put up a booth for the County Fair.
Presentations:
Burbot Update – Ryan Hardy, Idaho Fish & Game (IDFG):

Ryan worked in the area assisting Vaughn Paragamian previously with the Kootenai Restoration work with the Kootenai Tribe.  He provided a power point on the Burbot Extensive Rearing Project IDFG has been conducting.

*Power Point Presentation is available on the Kootenai Tribe’s website, www.kootenai.org*
Question/Answer:

How well did the fish retain the color the last year or did they shed it?

There’s an idea that it does not last that long (only about a year).  It depends on the species.  We would like to use P.I.T. tags which last the life of the fish (5 or more years).

Sue Ireland, KTI, added there are thousands of juvenile burbot dispensed into the Kootenai River through the river system and placed in strategic locations.  There are 30 fish that have been tagged and many thousands more will be tagged and released into the river this fall.

The fish that were released in Boundary and Deep Creek were they placed far enough upstream where they will stay in the stream or will they be flushed into the river?

In Boundary Creek fish were released near the bridge and near the picnic area.  From experience and recapture last year there were fish that were captured within the same streams they were released from, so data would show they come back to the released area.

Do you have any guesses if cannibalism takes place in the wild?

There isn’t anything to prove or disprove that, but just on zooplankton diet the natural progression is to feed on larger food.  The cannibalism wouldn’t be as high in the wild.

Patty stated the interest with KVRI and burbot recovery and the connection between the two began in the early stages of the project.  The burbot had been petitioned for listing and the Kootenai Tribe proposed to U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS) to try an alternative approach in conjunction with the community to put together a burbot recovery strategy.  KVRI hosted 25-30 meetings with all the agencies and community members invited to attend.  There was a strategy and several committees that came from the strategy made up of several members working on different aspects of the recovery.  Every year in the spring there is an annual burbot committee meeting.  The technical folks meet in the morning and then in the evening there is a complete briefing provided to the public and KVRI.  

It’s understood that pond rearing was chosen instead of hatchery because there were such problems in the hatchery…

Sue corrected that was not the reason, they were trying to maximize and learn about all the techniques to implement to grow fish.  They have to have the attribute first.

Are there higher survival rates within the hatchery than in the ponds?

Yes, much higher.  There comes a certain point when you don’t want to keep fish in the hatchery and keep feeding them.  IDFG is trying the pond rearing and it is still very much in the learning process.  The hatchery being used is University of Idaho.
Updates:

Kootenai River Habitat Restoration Project --- Sue Ireland, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho (KTI):

There has been a lot of implementation done since the beginning of the project.  The purpose of the project is to increase the amount of fish habitat and the riparian area, but also to help make the side channel narrower and increase the fish habitat in that area as well.
*Power Point Presentation is available on Kootenai Tribe’s website, www.kootenai.org.*
Alan Flory wanted to add that the Goodfellow Brothers, contractors on project, are a great group to work with.

Smith/Boundary Creek Management Group --- Dave Wattenbarger:

The committee has not met recently.  Some members have come up with ideas of seeding plots for next spring.  There are a few strips of land that are being planted with winter wheat for goose pasture in the spring and fallen winter feed for adults next fall.   
Forestry Committee --- Patty Perry:

The committee took a field trip up to Twenty Mile project area.  The group will meet again on September 27th at 1:30 p.m. at the Boundary County Extension Office.   Linda McFaddan, USFS, and staff will provide an update and overview on the analysis work.  The group will look at potential and landscape approach and whether there’s any news on the CFLRA funding.
The field trip provided an opportunity to look at the entire drainage.  The committee originally thought there was a possibility of working with USFS on treatment of 2,000 – 2,500 acres.  After the field trip the group discovered those projects would be good, but long term there is much more that would need to take place to make  them effective.  As a committee, the group wanted to look over a several year period and look at ways to move ahead while making a difference.  Bottom line---there is a lot of potential and opportunity.

TMDL Committee --- Patty Perry:

The committee has not met for a month or so.  Monitors were deployed and can be collected any time after September 22nd.  After the monitors have been collected the group will schedule a meeting and turn the monitors in and get updates from Bob Steed, IDEQ.
WAC Committee --- Patty Perry:

The group has been working on many items; one included a proposal forwarded from Rebecca Lloyd with Y2Y whom received grant that was originally award to American Wildlands; American Wildlands deferred it to Y2Y when they closed their doors.  The grant was brought to KVRI and Robyn Miller, TNC to use for the purpose of wildlife mitigation at McArthur Lake and other areas of interest in Boundary County.  The committee did not want to move ahead without bringing the proposal to the Board to get approval and move forward to have Western Transportation Institute (WTI) to conduct the analysis, cost benefit assessment and preliminary information and look at what can be done to help those areas.  There are a few minor changes to be made to the letter of agreement between Y2Y and WTI.

The board agreed by consensus for the committee to move forward with Letter of Agreement between Y2Y and WTI after said changes have been made.
Fair Booth --- Patty Perry:

The fair booth went well and looked great.  Huge “Thanks” to all those that came out and helped.
Correspondence:

Community Forest Trust --- Dan Dinning:
Dan Dinning informed the group of an effort underway – a handout was provided to the group and it was sent out via email to the board prior to the meeting.  The project started when (5) county commissioners got together.  The Secure Rural Schools Program, formerly known as the Craig Widen Act, is in jeopardy of not being funded.  If the community falls back into the former 25% formula it will damage the communities irreparably because the harvest is not there.

The commissioners are trying to provide an incentive to Congress to reauthorize the Secure Rural Schools Program.  The Community Forest Trust is in the concept stage currently.  It has been a proposed to Congress that approximately 200,000 acres of Federal Ground be designated for this project.  It will be managed under the environmental laws for the State of Idaho, and any proceeds from the management will go back to Washington, DC and reduce the debt load that has to be raised by taxes to pay Idaho the SRS or it will just directly be reduced by Idaho’s payment.  It is going forward and a presentation has been made to the State Land Board and they endorsed their participation in the project.  Another presentation was made to the congressional staffers and delegations of Idaho and they are intrigued by the idea.  Idaho Association of Counties will be taking the project as the Public Lands Committee and hopefully as a full body.

The commissioners just hope to find a way so the counties and schools remain whole in this state.  Last year’s figure was $31 million and 30%, approximately $9 million, goes to the schools all over the state.  It is half of the road and bridge budget.  Dan is just asking for comments.  Patty also added the Kootenai Tribe and the Tribe’s legal counsel and discussed how that would affect aboriginal territories and tribal rights.  The Tribe’s attorney has agreed to work with the committee on how to make it work.  

There are currently (6) other states looking at similar proposals to Congress.

Question/Answer:

What were the criteria for determining the amount of acreage?

It was just a figure.  The committee wanted there to be enough to sustain time management over a 5-year period.  The intent is to keep as close to the existing infrastructure as possible so it’s profitable.

Are these National Forest Service Lands or will there be public Bureau of Land Management (BLM) lands?

It’s National Forest the committee is looking at.

Chamber of Commerce Presentation:
Senator Risch’s staff arranged a video conference on August 29th between:
· Denver Director of FWS, Steve Gurten

· Steve’s Assistant, Michael Taboe

· (3) Lincoln County Commissioners

· Boundary County Commissioner, Dan Dinning

· Representative for Senator Risch, Sid Smith

· FWS Staff, Ben Conard & Brian Kelly

· Senator Risch Natural Resource Staffer in Washington, DC

They discussed grizzly bears, the structure of the management and how communities can plug-in to the issues as and steps to move forward.  After some discussion it was revealed that input shared at the various committees does not reach the higher level officials, but rather the information stays local.  The Director of FWS committed to improve the ability to get the input up the ladder.  
Support for the DNA study was discussed.  Some feel FWS is not very supportive of the effort; however that was not necessarily the case it was more that the funding and resources just aren’t there at this time.  FWS has been asked to make funding available in two years to help get study conducted.  The ability to get good data from the study is apparent but the money is not there yet.  All grizzly bear recovery activities go to Denver Regional Director for oversight, but more information from subcommittees need to reach higher levels.
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 5-Year Review for Grizzly Bear Recovery:

FWS has completed 5-Year Review for Grizzly Bear Recovery for the lower 48 States.  The Grizzly bear Committee will meet soon and ask for FWS to give an overview of the process and what was determined as far as changes moving forward.
Annual Kootenay Lake Board of Control:

The next meeting will be held on September 22nd in Nelson, British Columbia at 7:30 p.m. in the Kootenay Room at the Prestige Lakeside Resort.  Everyone is welcome to attend.
U.S. Forest Service, Supplemental Environmental Analysis for East Fork Meadow Creek:

The Supplemental Environmental Analysis has been completed for East Fork Meadow Creek.  The 30 day comment period opened on September 19th.  If you have comments or concerns contact on this project is Doug Nishek at the Bonners Ferry District Office.
New Business:

Pawsitive Works Program Presentation:

Jim Cadnum would like to have a presentation provided by Pawsitive Works to hear what they are doing and interactions with Second Chance Animal Adoption.

Office of Species Conservation, Dustin Miller:

Dustin is the policy advisor and the environmental liaison for the Governor’s Office of Species Conservation (OSC) based out of Boise, Idaho.  OSC was created through legislation in 2001 and housed within the executive Office of the Governor.  OSC’s mission is to coordinate policies and programs as they relate to the recovery of threatened and endangered species as well as rare and declining species. OSC also coordinates collaborative conservation efforts with landowners and governmental entities in an effort to attempt to preclude the need to list species while maintaining predictable levels of land uses.  The agency’s primary mission is to help find practical solutions for landowners and permitted users of federal land and federal resources who are greatly impacted by the ESA in an effort to find win-win solutions for both industry and species..  OSC works closely with IDFG, County Commissioners and various other levels of government as well as FWS on those types of activities.  Any questions or comments on ESA related matters feel free to contact Dustin.

Selkirk Crest Fire:

USFS first responded on September 5th and was just northeast of Abandoned Mountain and West Fork Mountain.  It was burning in rugged territory and hit the area heavy with water and tried to keep the fire in check with aerial resources.  September 10th the wind picked up and increased the 50 acre fire to 600 acres.  A type 2 management team were called in and assumed command.  Structure protection and other preventative measures were taken for the surrounding areas.  The fire did not increase, weather moderated and the management team turned command back to the district on September 18th.  The helicopter is still in Boundary County ready to dump water if needed.  There was an area closure put in place at Baker’s Camp to ensure safety of campers.

New Forest Supervisor:

The new Forest Supervisor will be in the District Office in Bonners Ferry on October 12th and would like to meet with as many community members that she can.  
Kootenai National Wildlife Refuge Comprehensive Conservation Plan Update:

Kootenai National Wildlife Refuge continues to work on the Conservation Plan.  There was a comment period that was extended to September 12th.  The team is now working on responding to comments they received.  

The USFS has been coordinating with the refuge on Myrtle Creek Falls Trail.  The trail has been greatly improved and is much more easily accessible trail.  USFS looks to secure funding in the next year to work on the overlook.
Next Meeting:

The next meeting will be held on October 24th at the Boundary County Library at 7:00 p.m.; the meeting was adjourned at 8:36 p.m.
