Meeting Minutes

Kootenai Valley Resource Initiative

September 15th, 2008 – 7:06 p.m., Boundary County Extension Office

Bonners Ferry, Idaho

Committee Members in Attendance:

Dave Anderson, Mayor, City of Bonners Ferry, KVRI Co-Chair

Jennifer Porter, Chairperson, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho, KVRI Co-Chair

Bob Blanford, Business/Industry

Sandy Ashworth, Social/Cultural/Historical

Jim Cadnum, (alt.) Landowner/Industrial
Ed Atkins, Jr., Corporate Agriculture/Landowner

Linda McFaddan, (alt.) U.S. Forest Service-Panhandle National Forest

Justin Petty, Conservationist/Environmentalist

Chip Corsi, (alt.) Idaho Fish & Game Commission
Patty Perry, KVRI Facilitator, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Kristin James, KVRI Recording Secretary, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Agency/Others in Attendance:

Ina Pluid, Idaho Women in Timber & (alt.) Business/Industry

Greg Hoffman, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Mike Gondek, U.S. Department of Agriculture - NRCS
Dustin Miller, Office of Species Conservation

Wayne Wakkinen, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Kevin Greenleaf, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Opening:

Dave Anderson started by welcoming everyone to the meeting; introductions followed.

Minutes from the August 18th meeting were approved.
Guests:  Dustin Miller, Governor’s Office of Species Conservation

Dustin Miller, Office of Species Conservation (OSC), thanked the group for the opportunity to introduce himself.  He replaced Nate Fisher who took the administrative role at OSC after Jim Caswell, former administrator, took the job as Director for Bureau of Land Management (BLM) in Washington, D.C.  Dustin handles resident fishery issues along with all the North Idaho stuff: grizzly bear, caribou, Kootenai River sturgeon, etc.  He also manages all accounts pertaining to the wolves.  Prior to joining the governor’s office, Dustin was Senator Craig’s State Natural Resource Field Coordinator.  
OSC is in charge of coordinating policies for the recovery of threatened and endangered species programs.  They are considered the state’s liaison where endangered species are concerned.  The OSC began through legislation in 2000.  They coordinate programs through state and federal agencies in recovery of species in Idaho.  They also solicit grants and distribute money for recovery programs.  Currently the office if very active in the salmon and steelhead fronts.
Dustin is looking forward to spending more time in the area and with the KVRI group getting to know the issues and needs of the area. 
There was some discussion on the current wolf issues.  There has been no change since the last press release.  OSC is working diligently to get the wolves delisted in the State of Idaho.  

Committee Updates:

TMDL Sub-committee:

Patty Perry stated the next meeting will be held September 23rd at 8:00 a.m.  There will be a business meeting the first hour at the Kootenai Tribal Office followed by the group retrieving the temperature monitors they deployed earlier in the year.  
Burbot Sub-committee:
The annual burbot meeting is set for October 7th at the Boundary County Extension Office from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  There will be updates on funding status and current partners and agencies involved.
Other Updates:
Smith Creek Working Group

The next meeting will be held September 30th at 5:00 p.m. at Chic-n-Chop restaurant.  Jeff Knetter has taken another position.  He has been a great asset to the group and he will be missed.  Patty stated she will pick up a card for the group to sign.
Old Business:

Meeting w/ Sportsman’s Club:

Patty stated the meeting was held on September 8th at the Sportsman’s Club at 6:00 p.m.  She, along with Wayne Wakkinen, Dan Dinning, and Tony McDermott, were in attendance.  Wayne presented the bear identification test.  The Sportsman Association voted to support a mandatory Bear identification test for all hunters before they can purchase an Idaho Bear tag.  They liked the concept of both the Montana and Wyoming on-line test.  They also believe the test would help prevent an accidental killing of a protected Bear whether it is a Black Bear cub, black bear female with cubs or any grizzly bear.
Chip stated there has been some discussion within the Idaho Department of Fish & Game, but nothing definitive.  

Next Meeting:

The next meeting will be held on October 20th, 2008 at the Boundary County Extension Office.  

The meeting was adjourned at 7:48 p.m.

