Meeting Minutes

Kootenai Valley Resource Initiative

August 18th, 2008 – 7:03 p.m., Boundary County Extension Office

Bonners Ferry, Idaho

Committee Members in Attendance:

Dave Anderson, Mayor, City of Bonners Ferry, KVRI Co-Chair

Dan Dinning, Boundary County Commissioner, KVRI Co-Chair

Bob Blanford, Business/Industry

Tony McDermott, Idaho Fish & Game Commission
Sandy Ashworth, Social/Cultural/Historical

Jim Cadnum, (alt.) Landowner/Industrial

Patty Perry, KVRI Facilitator, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Kristin James, KVRI Recording Secretary, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Agency/Others in Attendance:

Chip Corsi, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Chan Nagel, Boundary County Citizen
Barbara Nagel, Boundary County Citizen

Ina Pluid, Idaho Women in Timber & (alt.) Business/Industry

Greg Hoffman, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Sheree Faulk, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Mark Compton, Governor Butch Otter

Jay Cohen, Boundary County Digest

Pete Rust, Idaho Department of Fish & Game
Opening:

Dan Dinning started by welcoming everyone to the meeting; introductions followed.

Minutes from the July 21st meeting were approved by consensus.
Committee Updates:

TMDL Sub-committee:

Patty Perry stated the next meeting will be held September 23rd.  There will be a business meeting the first hour at the Kootenai Tribal Office followed by the group retrieving the temperature monitors they deployed earlier in the year.  
Grizzly Bear Committee:
Patty explained during the Boundary County Fair there was a raffle held in the Grizzly Bear Booth for two bear proof canisters.  The winners of the canisters were: Matt Rossbaucher and Cheryl Myers.
Other Updates:
Smith Creek Working Group

Chip Corsi stated the meeting had been postponed until September 30th at 6:00 p.m. at Chic-n-Chop restaurant.
Old Business:

Overview of projects taking place on the River this field season:
Pete Rust, IDFG, has worked with the Sturgeon Recovery Investigation for the past seven seasons.  He gave a power point presentation on the 2008 projects underway. The presentation is available on the Kootenai Tribal website; www.kootenai.org.  His work includes Burbot, Sturgeon & trout.
One of the members asked if any trout were being identified other than rainbow?  Pete explained that they identify all the fish they catch, however the specific study discussed is focused on rainbow trout.
Kootenai Tribal Fish & Wildlife Department Field Sampling Activities:

Patty went over the document Sue Ireland, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho, provided on their projects taking place on the river.  This document will be available online also.   Sue has offered to be available at a later to follow up or answer any questions.  
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Studies:

Patty also shared the handout that was sent by Tom Buckley, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, regarding the project they are working on the Kootenai River.  This document will be available online as well.

Meeting w/ Sportsman’s Club:

Patty stated the meeting will be held on September 8th at the Sportsman’s Club at 6:00 p.m.  She, along with Wayne Wakkinen, will present the bear identification test which has already been presented to the KVRI group and discuss with the sportsman’s group their thoughts about possibly implementing a voluntary bear identification test for the state of Idaho.

Correspondence:

KVRI Pamphlet:

Patty stated Kristin had put together a KVRI pamphlet for the purpose of a take home message for folks to be displayed at the Boundary County Fair.

International Kootenay Lake Board of Control:

Patty included a letter from the International Kootenay Lake Board of Control.  They will be meeting September 11th at 7:30 p.m. at the Kootenai River Inn.  The discussion will pertain to the 1938 IJC Order on Kootenay Lake.

Rebuild of Libby to Troy Section of Transition Line:

Patty explained the final opportunity to comment on the Bonneville Power Administration project for the rebuild of Libby to Troy section of the transition line is out.  She added the record of decision is available if anyone wants it.
Environmental Assessment for Ruby Copper:

Patty made the group aware that the environmental assessment for Ruby Copper is out.  If anyone would like additional information on this they need to contact Bonners Ferry Ranger District.
Milfoil Project:

Dan Dinning explained the county is looking at a test treatment plot of 20 acres for milfoil in the Kootenai River.  The date is set for October 2008.  There has been a snag in the project concerning the chemical they were planning to use.  The U.S. Fish & Wildlife had approved the chemical.  The chemical label states it is to be used on impounded rivers and streams only.  The test area they are looking at is not an impounded stream.  The State Department of Agriculture has explained the chemical is not unhealthy to anything it is simply a matter of effectiveness because of flowing water.  The chemical can not be used in the capacity intended without permitting.  The county is currently going through the process to get the chemical permitted.  At this time it does not look like the project will be taking place this fall.  

Susan Martin:

Patty explained Susan has been battling cancer for sometime.  She is at home at this time and would like to hear from folks.  Her husband is working from home to help care for her.  There is a card available to leave a message and let her know we are all thinking of her.
Closing Comments:

Mark Compton will be leaving the Governor’s Office September 5th and taking on a new job with the Northwest Mining Association as their Regulatory and Legislative Affairs Director.  
Jeff Allen, formerly with Office of Species Conservation, has moved to Northwest Power Planning & Conservation Council.  His replacement has contacted Patty and is interested in getting more information on the group (Dustin Miller).
Next Meeting:

The next meeting will be held on September 15th, 2008 at the Boundary County Extension Office.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:03 p.m.

