Meeting Minutes

Kootenai Valley Resource Initiative

July 21st, 2008 – 7:08 p.m., Boundary County Extension Office

Bonners Ferry, Idaho

Committee Members in Attendance:

Jennifer Porter, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho, KVRI Co-Chair

Dave Anderson, Mayor, City of Bonners Ferry, KVRI Co-Chair

Dan Dinning, Boundary County Commissioner, KVRI Co-Chair

Bob Blanford, Business/Industry

Tony McDermott, Idaho Fish & Game Commission
Justin Petty, Conservationist/Environmentalist
Sandy Ashworth, Social/Cultural/Historical

Ed Atkins, Jr., Corporate Agriculture

Dave Wattenbarger, Agriculture Landowner

Jim Cadnum, (alt.) Landowner/Industrial

Linda McFaddan, (alt.) Federal Lands

Patty Perry, KVRI Facilitator, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Kristin James, KVRI Recording Secretary, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Agency/Others in Attendance:

Chip Corsi, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Wayne Wakkinen, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Chan Nagel, Boundary County Citizen
Barbara Nagel, Boundary County Citizen

Ina Pluid, Idaho Women in Timber & (alt.) Business/Industry

Mike Sloan, Boundary Economic Development Council
Opening:

Dan Dinning started by welcoming everyone to the meeting; introductions followed.

Minutes from the June 16th meeting were approved by consensus; at this time, the meeting was turned over to co-chair Jennifer Porter.
Committee Updates:

TMDL Sub-committee:

Patty Perry stated the group was scheduled to release the remaining monitors on July 8th; however Dave Wattenbarger and Jerry Garten had already completed the task.
Grizzly Bear Committee:
Patty notified the group that the next meeting will be July 29th at the Kootenai Tribal Office at 1:00 p.m.  The group will be discussing options for the fair booth.
Other Updates:
Smith Creek Working Group

Dave Wattenbarger stated they had a BBQ at the sight.  The group held a short meeting where the main point of interest was on a grant that had been received to determine the feasibility of rerouting Smith Creek into its old channels.  There was some concern from nearby landowners, but the concerns are on hold until the study is complete. The possibility of the project will be discussed at the next meeting.  One of the reasons the group would like to begin this project is to alter the existing channel, adding some extra water to Smith Creek and also to possibly provide habitat for burbot.  
Chip Corsi added the acquisition of the Patty Sullivan property will be going to the Idaho Fish & Game Commission this week.  The house which sits on the property will probably end up at the Pend Oreille management office.

Old Business:

Review MFWP – Bear Identification Test:
Wayne Wakkinen had brought his laptop to walk the group through the test, but the Montana website, which the group was to look at, was not accessible.  Wyoming does have a voluntary test, so the group reviewed that site & jointly took the Hunter Bear Identification Test.
For those that were not present or are wishing to take the test on their own it is available at http://gf.state.wy.us/bearid/bear.aspx.
The group took the test and passed with 100% correct!  
Patty brought the group back to the main point of why they were looking at the test.  She explained the write up on the website was tailored more towards what the grizzly bear committee was thinking about with regard to voluntary testing for bear hunters. The subcommittee is looking at the bear identification test as an education and outreach tool.  
Chan suggested that if the test is approved Idaho should make it mandatory for all hunters to carry the certificate when hunting in any region in Idaho not just those where grizzly bears are known to be.  His point was that grizzly bears don’t know region boundaries so that is not an accurate way to keep grizzly bears from getting killed.

It was again suggested that KVRI members discuss the test with the Sportsman’s Group. Patty was directed to make contact with them to get on their agenda in September; members of KVRI and Wayne will possibly walk their group through the test and get their thoughts on the issue.  Those thoughts will then be brought back to the KVRI group.
New Business:

Boundary County Fair Booth:
Patty asked for ideas on the fair booth this year.  Some ideas included:
· Making the Grizzly Bear Test available for those interested
· Provide a sign-up sheet for any citizens that would be interested in attending meetings
· Post pictures of the 20 Mile Project done in cooperation with the Soil Conservation District
· Post pictures of the board members
· Display pictures and summary of the TMDL monitoring deployment project
Members interested in helping set up the booth were asked to contact Kristin at the Kootenai Tribal Office.
Forest Service Update – Mission Brush Project:

Linda McFaddan updated the group on the Mission Brush Project.  She stated on July 2nd a panel of judges of the 9th Circuit Court rendered a decision on the Mission Brush injunction.  The decision reset the clock on a lot of issues the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) has been dealing with on the past three decisions.  It was a unanimous ruling by 11 judges.  The points stated:
· The courts role was not to act as a panel of scientists
· It recognized in its recent prior decisions they had shifted away from the circuits original appropriate role when reviewing agency decisions

· It expressly overturned its prior case Ecology Center vs. Austin that required the USFS to provide on the ground validation of every prediction and to prove the validity of its methods to a level of scientific uncertainty

· It recognized the USFS must balance competing demands and managing our national forests and that wildlife viability is not the only consideration

· It reaffirmed the agency discretion to determine the particular studies that deems appropriate and that the USFS may rely on an assessment of habitat to determine impacts on species and no particular type of proof is required

· The USFS need not address every constable uncertainty given that experts routinely disagree

· In assessing whether injunction should be issued recognizes that harm to the environment must be balanced against other harm such as wildfire and economic losses
The decision recognized in its prior ruling that it would have been impossible for the USFS to do anything on the ground as far as vegetation management or other different things.  The USFS feels the decision is a confirmation of the good work they have been doing and will continue to do.  They expect to use science to back up their work and their decisions.  They will continue to work with interested publics to identify projects and to work through collaboratively in processes to identify problems.

There were three sales affected by the Mission Brush decision.  Brushy Mission was one timber sale affected which was sold to local companies, Everhart & Reghr Logging.  In Brushy Mission there was approximately 30% of volume was removed before injunction.  Haller Down about 50% of volume was removed and Mission Fly By did not sell due to economics.  There will be some modifications made then the sale will be reoffered.  The two logging companies are looking at economics.  They are free to start working at this time.
It took nearly a year before the decision was overturned.  On the 9th Circuit Court website the decision summary and argument are available or contact Linda McFaddan, USFS.

Closing Comments:

U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) Project on Kootenai River:
Patty shared that Sue Ireland, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho, asked that KVRI be made aware of a study they will be conducting on the river.  The Kootenai Tribe is working with Gary Barton, USGS, who will be doing tests on the river on August 11th.  There will be red dye containing rhodamine (which is biodegradable) used.  The purpose for the study is to check particulant travel time so that the sediment transfer models can be firmed up for the feasibility studies.  It will also give a glimpse into the early life stage of sturgeon when they are in the larval drift before they attach.  There will be 30 gallons of dye total to be dispersed (which has been EPA and DEQ approved).  The dye will be released at river kilometer 241 which is just below the tribal fish hatchery and will dissipate before it makes it to the border.  Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) has already consulted with USFWS on the study.  There will be an article in the local paper to notify the public of the project.
Ed Atkins asked Patty what crew was working near Porthill.  The crew told Ed they were looking at sediment models and what it would do if they were to dredge the river.  Patty was not aware of a group doing work in that area, but she told Ed she would look into it and notify him what she finds out.  
IDFG Project on Kootenai River:
Ed Atkins asked Chip Corsi, IDFG, what the fish passage study on the river is all about.  Chip stated it must be one of Vaughn’s projects and he doesn’t have any information he can add.
Dan asked if it’s possible to get a list of field study projects going on in the county from all the major agencies.  Patty stated she will ask Vaughn to give a presentation at the August meeting on the field study they are doing.  She also stated she will look into getting a list for the group of major agencies and the projects they are working with around the county.
Next Meeting:

The next meeting will be held on August 18th, 2008 at the Boundary County Extension Office.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:23 p.m.

