Meeting Minutes

Kootenai Valley Resource Initiative

July 20th, 2009 – 7:05 p.m., Boundary County Extension Office

Bonners Ferry, Idaho
Committee Members in Attendance:

Dave Anderson, Mayor of City of Bonners Ferry & KVRI Co-Chair

Jennifer Porter, Chair, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho, KVRI Co-Chair
Dan Dinning, Boundary County Commissioner, KVRI Co-Chair

Bob Blanford, Business/Industry

Jim Cadnum, (alt.) Landowner/Industrial
Dave Wattenbarger, Soil Conservation District/Landowner

Ed Atkins, Jr., Corporate Agriculture

Linda McFaddan, (alt.) U.S. Forest Service – Idaho Panhandle National Forest

Tony McDermott, Idaho Fish & Game Commission

Justin Petty, Conservationist/Environmentalist
Patty Perry, KVRI Facilitator, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Kristin James, KVRI Recording Secretary, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Agency/Others in Attendance:

Dennis Johnson, Pheasants Forever

Wayne Wakkinen, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Karen Roetter, Senator Mike Crapo

Rich Torquemada, U.S. Fish & Wildlife

Scott Soults, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Michael Gondek, U.S. Department of Agriculture – NRCS

Shelley Landry, Congressman Walt Minnick

Chan Nagel, Boundary County Citizen

Barbara Nagel, Boundary County Citizen
Steve McNulty, TransCanada
Sarah Canepa, Vital Ground Foundation

Gwen Albers, Bonners Ferry Herald

Sid Smith, Senator Risch

Mitch Silvers, Senator Crapo

Bryan Klein, Senator Crapo

Phil Allegretti, Panhandle Pest Control

Kim Golden, NRCS/Panhandle Lakes RC&D

Opening:

Dave Anderson opened by welcoming everyone to the meeting; introductions followed.

Grizzly Bear Subcommittee:
The group posed for several pictures with the new Grizzly Bear mount that was funded through a grant from TransCanada and labor donated by John Thomas, a local taxidermist.  The grant also funded the bear skull cleaning by Shawn Fredrickson, Dawson Beatle Works.  Wayne Wakkinen, Idaho Department of Fish & Game (IDFG), provided a brief background on the grizzly bear.

The 20 year old male grizzly bear was killed in the fall of 2007 outside of Salmo, British Columbia Canada.  He weighed in at 600 lbs.  He had been previously trapped in the summer and collared.  The bear came into a resident’s back yard and got into garbage which had been thrown onto a compost pile.  The resident shot and killed the bear.  Instead of contacting local British Columbia authorities, the resident and some friends posed with the bear and posted the pictures on the internet.  Once the authorities found out about the photos they took appropriate action and cited the resident for violations.  

Around the same time all this was taking place, the Grizzly Bear Subcommittee had talked about getting a replacement bear for CJ (bear mount utilized for education by IDFG).  Wayne contacted the B.C. authorities and asked if the group could use the hide because it was a local bear and it did have sanitation issues behind its mortality; they agreed to provide it and Wayne took care of the permitting & details to make it available for mounting.  Wayne added the B.C. folks called the bear “Kirk” when he was transported.  The grizzly bear subcommittee will entertain ideas of the best ideas to name the bear.  The new grizzly bear has been housed at the Boundary County Library.  The hopes are to use the bear for public information and education.

Scott Soults added there is an area on the mount where a plaque will be placed.  The hopes are to recognize & thank all participants who had a hand this effort.

The next Grizzly Bear Subcommittee meeting will be held Monday, July 27th @ 10:30 a.m. at the Kootenai Tribal Office.

Cake was shared in appreciation of all who had a hand in helping.

Presentations:

Boundary County Mosquito Abatement Program:

Phil Allegretti, Panhandle Pest Control, updated the group on the mosquito abatement project he has worked on.  In 2006 the State of Idaho had the highest infection rate of West Nile Virus.  The Boundary County Commissioners asked Phil to start trapping the mosquitoes in cooperation with the Panhandle Health District and the Epidemiology Department in Boise, Idaho.
Phil provided 2007 and 2008 surveys he conducted.  These documents will be available on the Kootenai Tribal Website; www.kootenai.org.  
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He displayed a light trap, or CDC trap, used to catch mosquitoes.  It consists of a holding, or netting, area where the mosquitoes are caught, a fan which runs on four (4) D cell batteries and a light (pictured left).  The traps are hung in the woods, all over the county near water.  
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The traps are bated with a black ice bucket used to house dry ice.  The dry ice sublimates into a gas, CO2 imitating a sweating body (pictured right).  They are set out at around 4 p.m. and picked up the following morning around 8 a.m.  Phil has caught up to 3,000 mosquitoes in one trap.  In 2008 there were 26 different species caught in Boundary County.

After collecting the mosquitoes, they are frozen and sent to the Department of Epidemiology where a person separates, counts, and speciates every mosquito.  The mosquitoes, culix carsalis, are the species which carry the West Nile Virus.  Once all the mosquitoes are tested a form is sent back declaring if any were infected with the West Nile Virus.  Thus far Phil has not had one mosquito testing positive for West Nile Virus.  The virus is just starting to turn up in Bonneville and Ada counties.  In 2006 there were 1,000 cases of West Nile with 30 deaths.
In years of heavy snow melt, the river being held high, resulting in Deep Creek backing up with a couple hundred acres of flooding seems to produce the most mosquitoes.  In 2008 30,000 mosquitoes were caught in 84 sets.  Wetlands containing cattails are areas which will produce mosquitoes.  In one weekend Phil caught 14 different species in a trap.  There have never been over 9 different species caught in a trap throughout the entire state.  Boundary County has the most diverse population of mosquitoes for the State.

He used to be the mosquito abatement manager when there was a program in the county.  The program was discontinued in Boundary County because the budget couldn’t support the liability insurance in 1994.  There is a mosquito abatement district, but it is currently in limbo.  The start up for an abatement district at minimum is $200,000 - $250,000.  It was thought samples should be taken and tested first before putting an abatement district into affect and charging tax payers.  Since 2006 there have been 11 new districts started with special money the governor set aside, Interim Mosquito Abatement District.  The money was only good for two (2) years and after that time each district would have to support them.  It didn’t make sense to purchase expensive equipment until they knew what was there.  
Q & A:

Why do they only test the one species for the virus?  It is the only species they’ve ever found that carry the virus.  There are several types of encephalitis; Western, Equine, St. Louis, and West Nile, but there are 63 different arvo viruses in the U.S.  Some of the other mosquitoes are capable of carrying the virus, but they have never tested positive. 
What does abatement look like if the county was willing to go down that road?  The first thing to be decided would be whether they would abate county wide or city area.  The old mosquito abatement district had to pass by public vote at 67%.  Once the district was formed and had only been in affect for a year some of the larger landowners voted them out which chiseled away at the district.  The district was so small at that point it didn’t do much good.  The recommendation was to reduce the source: drain ponds, treat with chemicals, but try to avoid adulticide.  The preferred method is to kill them before they leave the ponds.  There is a growth hormone that can be placed in the water that hurts nothing else other than the mosquito larva that will not allow them to grow past the pupi stage and never leave the pond.  There is another chemical they eat that causes the mosquitoes guts to rupture.  
What is the cost of treatment per acre?  The cost is approximately $35 per acre.  It’s a decision of where in the county would be treated.  
Other Updates:
Boundary/Smith Creek Working Group:
The last meeting was held the week of July 4th on site.  The group looked at the redirection of Smith Creek, across the dyke and back out thru the property thru the old channel.  A feasibility study is currently being conducted.  The group re-evaluated the budget since Smith and Boundary are now one group.
TMDL Meeting:

The group met on June 16th.  The group deployed temperature monitors at Boundary Creek, Long Canyon, Ball Creek, Deer, Meadow, Hell Roaring, Mission, Rock, Spruce and Falls just to list a few.  Some of the monitors were cabled in areas where there is increase run off.  The group put the monitors out to get a baseline with Long Canyon as a reference.  They will be writing another TMDL document for recently listed streams and wanted to get some background sampling to use.  DEQ has provided monitors to the group and sends all the collected monitors to the lab and provides data back to TMDL committee.

The next meeting will take place on August 25th.  The group will take a trip up Blue Joe to see how things are shaping up in that area.  Permission will be needed to pass through a gate.

Draft Minutes of June 15, 2009 Meeting:

Draft minutes were approved by consensus from June 15, 2009 meeting.  
Old Business:

KVRI Comments to USFS Grizzly Bear Draft SEIS:

The letter approved by the KVRI board was mailed; Ranotta McNair, USFS Supervisor, acknowledged the comments were received and would be considered.
New Business:

Boundary County Fair Booth:
The group was asked to provide ideas for the fair booth this year and to help set up.  There will be outreach and news articles that have been distributed.  Any and all ideas are welcome.
Wayne Wakkinen Updates:

Idaho Department of Fish & Game provided several updates:

· Since Elmira bear that was caught and moved out there have not been any bear problems.  Huckleberry picking is great this year.

· 12 more bear food storage boxes were placed in the Priest Lake area last week.  Each box weighs 375 lb.  The USFS barge loaded all 12 boxes and a trail crew arrived to help place boxes.  There are now 25 food storage boxes on site at the main lake and upper lake.  This task was part of the grant IDFG received last year.

· U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) provided money thru a grant to buy forty (40) 65 gallon bear resistant trash cans for residents and (3) 6 cubic yard dumpsters.  These items will be delivered next week to the Priest Lake Ranger Station.  The next move will be how and where to distribute to the residents appropriately.  There is a resident that sells the bear resistant trash cans and IDFG will be coordinating with that resident as to not undercut him.

· USFS bought 16 wildlife cameras.  IDFG hopes to distribute throughout the Selkirks to document grizzly bears and females with cubs and family groups.  The cameras arrived with the wrong memory cards.  Once the correct memory cards are received IDFG hopes to get them out as soon as possible.  The cameras are baited to draw the bears in.  

When was the anticipated date on the genetic testing?  The bill has been received.  Wayne hopes to receive results back soon.

Tony McDermott added he read an article on the Montana Black Bear study that was released in the Montana Outdoors, Fish & Game Magazine.  The study took 7 years to complete.  They thought they were harvesting 15% of their bear population, but in reality they were harvesting 1% - 5%.  They had more bears than they thought they had.  They were taking hair samples for 7 years and sending them to Canada to be analyzed.  The bear population was a lot larger than they originally anticipated.

Do we have a clue how many bears we have?  We have a ball park figure from trapping and recapturing from Priest Lake, the Coeur d’Alenes, and St. Joe.  The highest bear densities were 1 bear per square mile.  IDFG thought the harvest rate was 3% - 5%.  
USFS Winter Access Amendment:

Dan Dinning stated he received the proposed action list this week.  It showed the winter access amendment out in September.  

Where is the access amendment at and what should the public expect?  Linda stated that they have pushed the date out to this Fall due to workload issues.   The development of a winter recreation strategy is required by the Amended Biological Opinion for the IPNF Plan by the US Fish & Wildlife Service and resulting 2006 court injunction.  The grizzly bear amendment process is now at the point where all the comments are being analyzed and fall will be the earliest for a decision on that.  

On the date for gate closures, are the dates purely on denning or has there been harassment?  

Wayne stated it’s specifically from data obtained from Wayne Kasworm study and information he observed when the bears den in the Katka area.

What affect will it have?

Rich Torquemada, USFWS, stated the decision is based on the data to avoid problems.  They want to keep harassment low and keep recovery high.  It’s strictly to avoid conflict and based on data.  

They believe the reasoning behind the bears staying out so late in the Katka area has to do with elevation and weather and possibly some learned behavior, but there is no certainty.  The bears take advantage of hunter kill gut piles.  

Reproduction appears to be good.  A litter size average is over 2 cubs per sow.  It is a three year reproduction interval which is standard.  If it was a habitat driven reason behind why they den later the bears would be in poor shape, would have smaller litter sizes, and the females would wait until they were older to reproduce.  The mortality rate from birth to 2 years is approximately 50%, pretty standard.  At this time there isn’t any data available or break down on what causes mortality in cubs because collars can’t be put on the cubs only adult bears.

Next Meeting:

The next meeting will be held on August 17th, 2009 @ TBD; the meeting was adjourned at 8:12 a.m.
