Draft Meeting Minutes

Kootenai Valley Resource Initiative

July 18th, 2011 - 7:00 p.m., Boundary County Extension Office
Bonners Ferry, Idaho

Committee Members in Attendance:

Dave Anderson, City of Bonners Ferry & KVRI Co-Chair

Dan Dinning, Boundary County Commissioner & KVRI Co-Chair

Ron Abraham, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho & (alt.) KVRI Co-Chair

Sandy Ashworth, Social/Cultural/Historical

Chip Corsi, (alt.) Idaho Fish & Game Commission

Bob Blanford, Business/Industry

Linda McFaddan, (alt.) U.S. Forest Service - Idaho Panhandle National Forest

Ed Atkins, Jr., Corporate Ag

Jim Cadnum, (alt.) Industrial Forest

Dave Wattenbarger, Soil Conservation District/Ag Landowner

Robyn Miller, Conservationist/Environmentalist 

Patty Perry, KVRI Facilitator, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Kristin James, KVRI Recording Secretary, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Agency/Others in Attendance:

Jason Flory, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Sidney Smith, Senator Jim Risch

Kennon McClintock, The Nature Conservancy

Wayne Wakkinen, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Kurt Pavlat, Bureau of Land Management

Norm Merz, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Susanna Danner, The Nature Conservancy
Tom Parker, Geum Consulting

Ben Conard, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Opening:

Ron Abraham opened and welcomed everyone to the meeting; introductions followed.

Draft Minutes Approval:

The group approved draft minutes of June 20th, 2011 meeting by consensus.

Presentations:
Kootenai River Habitat Project Update --- Tom Parker, Geum Consulting:

Tom Parker, Geum Consulting, provided an update on the Kootenai River Habitat Restoration Project.  Tom has been working with River Design Group and other contractors as they walk through the planning process and design stages for the habitat project.  The project focuses on restoring habitat for focal aquatic species (sturgeon, burbot, etc.) and restoring the ecosystem as well.  The group will be restoring ecological processes that will in turn create habitat that the fish and other species depend on.

The project is divided into (3) stages.  Phase 1, which will begin implementation on the ground in August, was initially anticipated to begin in 2012.  Also part of Phase 1, the Corps has an 1135 project that is being designed around Shorty’s Island including substrate for sturgeon.  Phase 2 contains the remaining projects in the braided reach.  Phase 3 encompasses all other projects happening on the river after the completion of all Phase 1 projects.  The focus of Phase 3 will be in the meander reach on flood plain restoration, stream bank re-vegetation, etc. 

The projects beginning in August will include treatments such as:

· Stabilizing the toe of the river bank by using wood that would naturally float down the river to create log jams and placing the wood in such a way that it will maintain log jams, trap more wood, and then use bioengineering techniques in between wood to promote vegetation growth on the outer banks.  

· On the flood plains the group plans to roughen up the surface so it is not so smooth and incorporating wood on the surface to break up the energy when the water flows over the surface.  It will allow sediment to deposit and capture seeds.  Once seeds germinate the roughened surface will promote growth by providing protection.

· An island that has begun to develop riparian vegetation, but the group plans to add more roughness to the area and increase the extent of the riparian vegetation, build flood plain and create habitat.

The projects are scheduled for completion in November.  The projects are 1 year ahead of schedule with implementation.

The first project, Phase 1A, has signed agreements from all the landowners involved.  Kevin McNally is the main landowner, and BLM has put together the Hideaway Island Environmental Assessment to cover environmental compliance needs for this research natural area, which is in within the project area.  Grant Dirks is an adjacent landowner that has agreed to store some of the material that will be used on the project.  

There are several groups that are part of the planning team.  One of the groups is the Adaptive Management Team.  They look at this project and others that are happening on the Kootenai River where effectiveness monitoring has been done.  Effectiveness monitoring will be conducted in conjunction with other projects that are also affecting ecosystems so the group can look at the combined effect of the projects on the river.  The main consulting company for the Kootenai Habitat Project will be monitoring for design compliance, construction, etc.

Clark Creek Blow Down was a proposed project on a site of U.S. Forest Service ground on Clark Creek that had a blow down area that had a lot of trees.  It was an opportunity for the Kootenai Tribe to partner with USFS to get some material to use for the Kootenai River Habitat Project.  If the project moves forward, the road will be obliterated after material is removed this was a decision that was approved previously.  

Updates:

Smith/Boundary Creek Management Group:

The group will meet on July 19th at 10:00 a.m. at Boundary Creek with the Mitigation Staff Biologist with Idaho Fish & Game to review the Wildlife Management Area (WMA) and how wildlife credits are given.  A large portion of the funding for the WMA comes from BPA through wildlife funds.  In order to receive funding wildlife credits, habitat units, have to be present.  The group will review their standing and opportunity to receive funding.
Grizzly Bear Committee:

Norm Merz, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho, provided a photo of an electric bear fence Scott Soults, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho, installed around a chicken coup on the property of a Sandpoint resident.  Sandpoint is typically out of the general area but because the materials were available Scott offered to set it up.  The landowner will procure their own materials at which time they will return the loaner electric fence.

Kate Kendall is developing a poster explaining the upcoming DNA population study and assembling a DVD of bears visiting the trap sites, rub trees, etc. that will be displayed at the wildlife fair booth at the Boundary County Fair.

During the meeting the group had a good discussion about the DNA Grizzly Bear Population Study being developed by Kate Kendall.  The group talked about what the study will do, what it won’t do, what is to be expected, how the committee can use the study, etc.  The group realizes the study will not provide trends, the study will not provide future or past mortality, but the study will provide a credible baseline population estimate.  In years to come the group hopes to duplicate the study in the Selkirks and monitor the effects over time, and repeat the study so progress can be determined.

Another point that was brought up was that the DNA population study (Kate Kendall) compliments the on-going monitoring work (Wayne Kasworm and Wayne Wakkinen). .  The on-going work provides trend estimates and mortality rates that the DNA population study can’t provide, but the DNA population study can provide a better, more precise population estimate than the on-going work.  The group strongly agreed that both studies are needed and that the DNA population study should be done in addition to and NOT IN PLACE OF the on-going work. 
The total cost of the entire Kate Kendall study is approximately $1.6 million.  

· First year, $200k - $300k

· Second year, $800k

· Third year, $500k for DNA analysis and writing of the report.  

TMDL Committee:

The committee met on June 28th.  Bob Steed provided temperature monitors and the group put the monitors out.
WAC Committee:

The group met on July 12th and reviewed the report the Ad-hoc committee put together.  Rebecca Lloyd, Y2Y, was in attendance and has funds provided initially by American Wildlands that was handed over to Y2Y to spend as they see fit.  As Rebecca stated, the funds are available to the group to get work completed in the McArthur Lake area and other areas of interest within Boundary County.  The group discussed putting together a scope of work for Western Transportation Institute to complete work in the project area.  Next steps will be to bring all groups together that have done studies and have information on wildlife vehicle collisions and pool all the information.
The next meeting will be held on August 22nd @ 2:00 p.m. at the Boundary County Extension Office.

New Business:

Boundary County Fair Booth Planning:
The group held a brief discussion of fair booth ideas.  Several members volunteered to meet and brainstorm ideas further.  In the past the board members have met at the Fair Grounds to set up the fair booth and enjoy a nice homemade meal provided by Patty and Kristin, this work meeting is planned again for August 15th – 5:30 p.m.
Chamber of Commerce Presentation:

Chamber of Commerce has provided 10 minutes on the agenda during the next Chamber meeting for a KVRI representative to give a brief presentation to the group.  The group discussed a few key points that should be discussed within the 10 minute time allowance and take home materials to share.  Dave Anderson has volunteered to provide the presentation.
Correspondence:
CFLRA Funding Update:

A handout was provided to the group concerning CFLRA Funding budget.  Currently the FY12 bill includes $30 million for the CFLRA, a 20% increase from what was enacted in the FY11 Continuing Resolution.  This does not mean that KVRI will be selected to receive funding but it does provide a good chance.  KVRI needs to put their best foot forward and get all “friends” to help where they can.  
Hideaway Islands Riparian Restoration Project, BLM:

Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has provided the Hideaway Islands Environmental Assessment for review.   A link will be provided to this document on the Kootenai Tribe’s website, www.kootenai.org.  LeAnn Abell, Project Lead, is the contact for any comments or questions regarding to the Hideaway Islands Riparian Restoration Project.
Senators Introduce Forest Management Legislation:

A recent decision by the U.S. 9th Circuit Court of Appeals will subject logging roads in public and private forests to some of the most stringent environmental protection laws in the U.S.  The ruling asserts that logging road runoff – when managed by a system of ditches and culverts and deposited into rivers and streams – is a point source pollution and therefore subject to Clean Water Act (CWA) permitting requirements.  In response, Senators Mike Crapo (R-Idaho), Ron Wyden (D-Oregon), Jim Risch (R-Idaho) and Mark Begich (D-Alaska), introduced legislation---entitled the Silviculture Regulatory Consistency Act---that will overturn the decision and return to the model of logging road management that has been successfully utilized for the last 35 years.  According to the senators, the court decision could have far-reaching, negative impacts on public and private forests, as well as the communities around them.
The full press release is available on the Kootenai Tribe’s website, www.kootenai.org.

Next Meeting:

The next meeting will be held on August 15th at the Boundary County Fair Grounds at 5:30 p.m.; the meeting was adjourned at 8:13 p.m.
