Factsheet re: proposed conservation easement on Stimson lands in McArthur Lake area   
Bonner and Boundary Counties, ID

Owner:  Stimson Lumber Company

Acreage:  ~6,850 acres (see associated map)

Location:  Rapid Lightning Creek and Gold Creek drainages in Bonner County; 
     Dodge Creek, Fall Creek, Highland Creek, and Deep Creek drainages in Boundary County
Purpose/Objectives:  Maintain lands as sustainable working forests



          Provide opportunities for wildlife connectivity



          Maintain opportunities for public recreation

Proposal:   Place a conservation easement over the lands, which would prohibit subdivision and development while allowing for continued forest management; Idaho Department of Lands (IDL) would be the easement holder and Stimson Lumber would continue to own and manage the lands

Benefits:  Maintains local forest-based jobs that contribute to local economy


    Maintains recreation opportunities on affected and adjacent lands


    Protects wildlife, fisheries, and other natural resources of the properties and adjacent lands


    Conserves scenic and cultural resources of the properties


    Contributes to forest land base


    Limits provision of local services to potential development in rural areas

    Complements objectives of State Assessment of Need 
Potential funding sources:  USDA-Forest Service Forest Legacy Program (FLP); working forests





(Application submitted for FY-13)




        National Fish and Wildlife Foundation




        Stimson Lumber Company

Timeframe:  Project completion in 2013 (~2 years)

List of supporters (as of 6-17-11)

Idaho Dept of Fish& Game

Idaho Dept of Lands

US Forest Service – Idaho Panhandle NF
US Fish and Wildlife Service

Vital Ground Foundation

The Nature Conservancy of Idaho

Interagency Grizzly Bear Committee
Idaho Conservation League

Clark Fork-Pend Oreille Conservancy

Inland Northwest Land Trust

Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation

Idaho Forest Landowners Association
Seeking additional support from:
Bonner County

Boundary County
Kootenai Valley Resource Initiative
Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation

Sporting and recreation organizations
Commerce organizations

