Draft Meeting Minutes

Kootenai Valley Resource Initiative

June 20th, 2011 - 7:00 p.m., Boundary County Extension Office
Bonners Ferry, Idaho

Committee Members in Attendance:

Dave Anderson, City of Bonners Ferry & KVRI Co-Chair

Dan Dinning, Boundary County Commissioner & KVRI Co-Chair

Ron Abraham, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho & (alt.) KVRI Co-Chair

Sandy Ashworth, Social/Cultural/Historical

Tony McDermott, Idaho Fish & Game Commission

Bob Blanford, Business/Industry

Linda McFaddan, (alt.) U.S. Forest Service - Idaho Panhandle National Forest

Ed Atkins, Jr., Corporate Ag

Jim Cadnum, (alt.) Industrial Forest

Dave Wattenbarger, Soil Conservation District/Ag Landowner

Robyn Miller, Conservationist/Environmentalist 

Patty Perry, KVRI Facilitator, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Kristin James, KVRI Recording Secretary, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Agency/Others in Attendance:

Alan Flory, Forestry/Contractor

Jason Flory, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Sidney Smith, Senator Jim Risch

Karen Roetter, Senator Mike Crapo

Kennon McClintock, The Nature Conservancy

Dianna Ellis, Kootenai National Wildlife Refuge

Wayne Wakkinen, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Chip Corsi, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Robert Rasmussen, Trust for Public Lands

Barry Dexter, Stimson Lumber Company

Ina Pluid, Idaho Women in Timber/alt. Business/Industry

Doug Evans, Mayor for Moyie Springs

Kurt Pavlat, Bureau of Land Management

Carl Stout, Citizen

Pam Stout, Citizen

Mike Sloan, Boundary Economic Development Council

David Eby, Citizen

Roger Fraser, Flatlander

Collet Allen, Citizen

Scott Soults, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Norm Merz, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Rebecca Lloyd, Y2Y

Michael Gondek, USDA – NRCS

Opening:

Dave Anderson opened and welcomed everyone to the meeting; introductions followed.

Draft Minutes Approval:

The group approved draft minutes of May 16th, 2011 meeting by consensus.

Presentations:
Kootenai River Flows Update – Greg Hoffman, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:

Greg Hoffman provided an update on the recent Kootenai River flows.  His power point presentation, complete with graphs, is available on the Kootenai Tribe’s website, www.kootenai.org.  

Predictions for flood stage for Bonners Ferry, according to modeling, show levels are dropping.  The Corps will be decreasing flows from the Libby Dam on Thursday, effects to become visible Friday.  However, with the warmer temperatures and snow pack still in the higher elevations below the dam, the water levels could rise; the Corps does not anticipate that it will reach flood stage at Bonners Ferry.  Mike Gondek added that he has been speaking with a few other folks within NRCS to get several other Snotel sites within the Kootenai River drainage.

The river temperature criteria for sturgeon are being met according to the System Operation Request.  The sturgeon biologists have documented sturgeon migration and eggs have been collected.

Forest Legacy Proposal – Robert Rasmussen, The Trust for Public Land:

Robert Rasmussen presented information on a proposal for a Forest Legacy Program project (McArthur Lake Wildlife Corridor Conservation Project, Phase II) to be completed on 6,850 acres owned by Stimson Lumber Company.  The land is located in parts of Bonner and Boundary Counties; near Rapid Lightning and Gold Creek drainages in Bonner County and Dodge, Fall, Highland and Deep Creek drainages in Boundary County.  The purpose of the project is to maintain lands as sustainable working forests, provide opportunities for wildlife connectivity, and to maintain opportunities for public recreation.  The benefits that will come from the project will include maintaining local forest-based jobs that contribute to local economy, maintaining recreation opportunities on affected and adjacent lands, protecting wildlife, fisheries and other natural resources of the properties and adjacent lands, conserving scenic and cultural resources of the properties, contributing to forest land base, limiting provision of local services to potential development in rural areas, and complementing objectives of State Assessment of Need.  The project also builds upon previous work in the area, facilitated by the Forest Legacy Program. 

The application has been submitted at the end of May to the Idaho Department of Lands.  Under the Forest Legacy Program projects are ranked on a state, regional, and national level.  A review committee then evaluates proposals and forwards their recommendations to the U.S. Forest Service Chief, who in turn makes recommendations on funding in terms of the President’s budget that is submitted to Congress.  A factsheet on the proposal with an area map is available on the Kootenai Tribe’s website, www.kootenai.org.

Barry Dexter, Stimson Lumber Company, provided a brief background for the group on Stimson Lumber Company.  Stimson is a privately held forest company.  They have been in business since the 1850’s.  They employee approximately 1,000 people and operate mills in Oregon, Washington and Idaho.  They own approximately 330,000 acres in Washington, Idaho and Montana and 170,000 acres in Oregon.  They feel this is an important project because it sits in a great area and there has been a lot of good work that has been taken place already.

* Through consensus the board agreed to submit a letter of support for the Forest Legacy Project. *
Updates:

Smith/Boundary Creek Management Group:

The group will meet with Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) Wetlands Committee Boise staff on June 29th at 5:00 p.m. at the Kootenai River Inn and review the 5-year Management Plan.  June 30th the group, accompanied by NRCS Boise staff, will make a site visit and look at potential grazing sites.
Forestry Committee:

The committee met at 8:00 a.m. at the Extension Office.  They held a brief meeting and reviewed maps of the district and possible project areas.  The group then took a field trip approximately (9) miles up Twenty Mile Creek and viewed the road side maintenance project Alan Flory has contracted with the U.S. Forest Service to complete.  It gave the group a better understanding the work that can be done with lighter equipment and use of smaller landing areas.  The group also looked at areas that have already completed management and restoration projects.  They viewed what the upper watershed looked like and discussed the different species compositions that are present in the area.  There is an abundance of lodge pole pine in the area and would offer different opportunities on management.  The point of the field trip was to get familiar with the watershed and discuss possible projects.  The forest service will now bring back information on fire and fire risk in the drainage and hydrology aspects that are important to the area as well.  There are many challenges in the area but a good project for the committee to collaborate and get work completed.  The group will meet in the next month or so. 
Grizzly Bear Cabinet Yaak Population Study:

Scott Soults, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho, attended a meeting discussing the Cabinet Yaak Population Study.  This was the first meeting and the group was trying to understand what the study plan was going to do, what size of general population study area, where is the progress at, what are the needs.  There is approximately 2.4 million acres they are looking at covering that are broken up into 5x5 km grids.  There is approximately $1.7 million that will be needed for the project, and they currently have $850,000 promised.  The group also looked at aspects of the study plan such as crew size and hiring.  They decided to implement 20 crews, hiring approximately 40 people and try to hire all local folks if possible.  With a small population the group feels they will need to sample more to get a good number.  They are looking at the grid size 5x5 vs 7x7 and which would be best for the project area size.  The statistician is currently reviewing the general plan and submitting reports shortly.  Currently 2,000 gallons of lure is being made.  The methods of sampling the group will implement will be the hair snare with the lure in the middle and barbed wire on bear rub trees as well.  Kate Kendall, project leader, is reviewing the study plan and refining the budget.  She wants to make sure the dollar amounts are correct.  Kate wants to have an incredibly accurate defendable population analysis.  The sites will be moved (4) times within the study period.
Dan Dinning added that Lincoln County has put a lot of their money into the project.  25% of the study area is within Idaho, Boundary & Bonner County.  Dan asked for support from KVRI if they feel this is a worthy project.  The potential benefit of this study will make management of the national forest better because there are an approvable number of bears and that ties in directly with the local mill that could get significant amount of resources off the surrounding areas.  The study will offer a defendable minimum population, genetics information and where they are distributed.

* Through consensus the board agreed to support the effort for the Grizzly Bear Cabinet Yaak Population Study * 

The next Grizzly Bear Subcommittee meeting will be held on June 28th @ Kootenai Tribal Headquarters.  The group will discuss the Grizzly bear study and ideas for the fair booth.
TMDL Committee:

The group will meet on June 28th at 8:00 a.m. at the Kootenai Tribal Headquarters.  The group will meet briefly and then head out to deploy temperature monitors.
New Business:

National Fish & Wildlife Foundation – Robyn Miller, The Nature Conservancy (TNC):
A full proposal was submitted to the National Fish & Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) after the document was reviewed and changes were supplied from KVRI folks and others.  If TNC was successful with the grant proposal the money will be funded this fall, $117,000 was requested.  The money will help to implement projects and recommendations for the Ad-hoc Vehicle Collision Strategy Task Force.  The first task will be to conduct a cost benefit analysis looking at the broader McArthur Lake area and opportunities to implement projects/measures that might reduce the number of wildlife vehicle collisions for both wildlife and public safety.  The bulk of the grant would be to implement the project measures identified during the cost benefit analysis and supported by the KVRI subcommittee.  There is a line item in the grant to help support other local efforts as well and also to broaden the look to include other areas of Boundary County.  

The Subcommittee will hold their first meeting on July 12th at 2:30 p.m. location to be determined.  The group will discuss funding and possible projects.

NRCS/Farm Bureau Agriculture Tour:

An informal agriculture tour will take place tomorrow, June 21st.  The tour will go to Porthill and come back along Farmer’s Market Road pointing out farms along the way.  The bus will leave the fairgrounds at 9:00 a.m.  Everyone is welcome to attend.
Correspondence:
USFS East Fork Meadow Creek Project:

A letter from the USFS Forest Supervisor was received regarding the decision on the East Fork Meadow Creek Project.  There is a copy of the decision notice and other information.  Copies are available for all who want it.
News Release - IDFG:

A news release on information regarding cell phones on the ground and satellites in the sky to help prevent wildlife auto collisions in Island Park was provided in board member packets.  

RAC Project Funding – Twenty Mile Creek Project:

KVRI had an opportunity to apply for funding through Idaho RAC to help with facilitating Forestry Committee meetings.  Part of the interest came out of the Forest Collaboration meetings held in Sandpoint in May and talking about things that could be done on the district and folks that could help get them accomplished.  Dan Dinning put together the proposal requesting $25,000 and were awarded $20,000.
KVRI Outreach:

The board met in December and discussed outreach for KVRI.  There has been better coverage in the Bonners Ferry Herald and the Flatlander has also done an article on KVRI and what the group is about.  The board mentioned yearly presentations to several groups.  The group needs to determine which member will be presenting to which groups.  The goal is to hit (2) to (3) groups each month.
Y2Y – Rebecca Lloyd:
Y to Y is the benefactor of American Wildlands had from the National Fish & Wildlife Foundation.  Rebecca has carved a piece from the grant to help benefit the community and all along Highway 95.  There is approximately $100,000 to use for wildlife and people mitigation on highway 95 and Rebecca hopes it will be a precursor to the TNC grant proposal submitted to the NFWF.  
Next Meeting:

The next meeting will be held on July 18th at the Boundary County Extension Office at 7:00 p.m.; the meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m.
