Draft Meeting Minutes

KVRI Forestry Sub-Committee
June 20th, 2011 – 8:00 a.m., Boundary County Extension Office - Bonners Ferry, Idaho
In Attendance:

Doug Nishek, U.S. Forest Service
Dave Lux, U.S. Forest Service

Nancy Kertis, U.S. Forest Service

Jim Cadnum, KVRI (alt.) Industrial Forest

Kennon McClintock, The Nature Conservancy

Jim Kibler, Idaho Department of Lands

Norm Merz, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Sid Smith, Senator Jim Risch

Larry Kaiser, Bureau of Land Management

Brenton Freeman, Wounded Warrior Project & Volunteer for Bureau of Land Management

Alan Flory, Contractor/Forestry

Barry Wynsma, U.S. Forest Service

Pat Behrens, U.S. Forest Service

Linda McFaddan, U.S. Forest Service

Kevin Greenleaf, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Jerry Pavia, The Lands Council

Michael Sloan, Boundary Economic Development Council

Bob Blanford, Idaho Forest Group

Brandon Glaza, U.S. Forest Service

Wayne Wakkinen, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Brad Smith, Idaho Conservation League

Dan Dinning, Boundary County Commissioner

Brett Lyndaker, U.S. Forest Service

Patty Perry, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho & KVRI Facilitator 

Kristin James, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho & KVRI Recording Secretary

Opening:

Patty Perry welcomed everyone to the meeting; introductions followed.  
Update CFLRA Proposal 2011 – Washington, DC Visit:
Patty reported that a small group of committee members (Ranotta McNair, Patty Perry, Dan Dinning, Ron Abraham, Gary Aitken Jr., Billy Barquin, and Sid Smith, Senator Risch’s staff) traveled to Washington, DC May 10th where they joined with Will Wehlan,TNC, Rick Johnson, ICL and Mitch Silvers with Senator Crapo’s office and met with several Forest Service folks to talk about KVRI and the CFLRA proposal.  It was noted that Ranotta McNair and Mitch Silvers helped open the door for KVRI, and Ranotta felt the group was well accepted.  Some other meetings (that Rick Johnson didn’t attend) included visits with:  Congressman Simpson, Congressman Labrador, Senator Risch, Senator Crapo, Under Secretary Jay Jensen, Forest Service Directors & Program Assistant, and Chief and Deputy Chief for the Forest Service.  Additional staff from Senator Risch’s office & Congressman Labrador’s office also joined in for several of the meetings….their support and involvement was very much appreciated.

The group also learned about a program called IRR, which has several different areas of potential interest, including CFLRA, and offers other possible funding opportunities for KVRI.  Patty feels the group would be a good fit under any line item and would have a good chance to receive funding through that program.  The bottom line for the CFLRA is whether or not there will be funding authorized in 2012 and how much.  The 10 proposals that were approved last year will get the first of the funding.  This year there was $25 million received out of a requested $40 million.  The Federal Advisory Committee has not scheduled a meeting but is tentatively considering at meeting the end of August or early September in Denver to review proposals.  The meeting will depend on how much funding is allotted to the CFLRA.
Because KVRI’s CFLRA proposal may or may not be funded, the group will continue to work well with U.S. Forest Service as a partner and to be aware and follow-up with project opportunities.  There are still projects that can be moved forward.  Twenty-mile is an area of concern because there is a community watershed with two active water systems within the area.  The group is in preliminary discussions of possible projects, and considering what would be the intent and the goals the group would like to see accomplished.   
Twenty Mile Project Discussion/Field Trip:

Pat Behrens, U.S. Forest Service (USFS), walked the group through a power point which showed the entire watershed and reviewed the issues on the land including special managements and areas that need to be taken into account during planning of projects.  Pat’s power point presentation is available on the Kootenai Tribe’s website, www.kootenai.org. 
Each of the members present at the meeting from USFS spoke on their area of expertise and how it pertains to the Twenty-Mile Project area:

Hydrology – Brandon Glaza:

Twenty-mile and Brown Creek will have cumulative effects analysis completed.  Aerial photos will be most telling image for watershed.  There have been many impacts, mainly water yield and roads, which have taken place due to cuts that have been done on USFS property and harvesting on Forest Capital and State lands as well as other activities on private lands in and around the area.  Deep Creek has a sediment/temperature TMDL which Twenty Mile is a tributary for.  Brandon will be using the Equivalent Clear-cut Area (ECA) as a method to estimate water yield in the drainage.  Patty added that the TMDL for temperature on Deep Creek is a potential natural vegetation TMDL that is not a numerical TMDL.  It takes into account for each segment and several folks along the project area that have begun implementing projects to address that TMDL.  NRCS has several contracts along Deep Creek and the lower part for the TMDL and have a few projects planned for fish passages.
Wildlife Management – Brett Lyndaker:

Twenty-mile area effects bear management units Grouse and Boulder.  Both have higher road densities than the long term objective.  He is looking at this project as an opportunity to reduce road densities and he suspects any of the roads that are to be decommissioned are already gated and some are not even passable at this point.  
Fire/Fuel Issues – Dave Lux:

The biggest concern currently is the repeater sites and the power line that accesses those sites.  Anything that could be done to help buffer the ridge line to prevailing winds from the southwest would help.  A project similar to this was completed in Sandpoint at Little Black Tail.  They completed thinning, under burn and piling of ground underneath the structures to reduce fire from impacting wires and power lines.  Black Mountain in Twenty-mile is the only communication out so it is a high priority project from the standpoint of Boundary County and Homeland Security.  The goal is to treat as much as the fuels to create a buffer in case of a fire.  
Wrap up; Next Meeting:

In closing Linda McFaddan added that RAC has been instrumental in funding a lot of the sale prep, layout and other activities.  The question is whether RAC will be reauthorized for the next four years.  It has been a huge source of funding for the USFS through the years.
The group will meet again in the next month or so, once USFS had more information to bring back and share with the group.  Everyone was excused and traveled to Twenty-mile to get a “lay of the land” and an on-the-ground look at the project area and some of the work that has taken place already.
