Meeting Minutes

Kootenai Valley Resource Initiative

June 16th, 2008 – 7:03 p.m., Boundary County Extension Office

Bonners Ferry, Idaho

Committee Members in Attendance:

Jennifer Porter, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho, (alt.) KVRI Co-Chair

Dan Dinning, Boundary County Commissioner, KVRI Co-Chair

Dave Anderson, City of Bonners Ferry, KVRI Co-Chair

Ed Atkins, Corporate Agriculture

Tony McDermott, Fish & Wildlife Commission
Justin Petty, Conservationist/Environmentalist
Sandy Ashworth, Social/Cultural/Historical

Dave Wattenbarger, Agriculture Landowner

Jim Cadnum, Landowner/Industrial

Linda McFaddan, Federal Lands

Patty Perry, KVRI Facilitator, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Kristin James, KVRI Recording Secretary, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Agency/Others in Attendance:

Mike Sloan, Boundary Economic Development Council

Chip Corsi, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Robyn Miller, The Nature Conservancy
Wayne Wakkinen, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Tina Jacobson, Congressman Bill Sali

Karen Roetter, Senator Mike Crapo

Chan Nagel, Boundary County Citizen

Sarah Canepa, Vital Ground Foundation

Scott Soults, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Opening:

Dave Anderson started by welcoming everyone to the meeting; introductions followed.

Minutes from the May 19th meeting were approved by consensus.
Committee Updates:

TMDL Sub-committee:

Patty Perry stated the group met on June 10th to deploy water monitors.  Members split into groups and deployed monitors into Deer, Meadow, 20 Mile, Trail, Boulder, Mission, Hell Roaring, Spruce, Copper, Long Canyon and Lower Boundary Creeks.

July 8th the group will meet again to deploy the remaining monitors into the creeks in the higher elevations they were unable to get to previously.  The next meeting will possibly be set for September.
How long do the monitors stay in place?  The monitors are able to stay in all year round, however the committee intends to leave them in place until late fall.  They will then retrieve the monitors, download the data and hope to deploy them again the following year.  All the monitors are marked with GPS.  Bob Steed will be mapping out all the points the monitors are currently in place so the committee can keep track easier.  
Dave Wattenbarger added the monitors were placed to help the committee with gathering data pertaining to temperature requirements for selected streams.  Patty explained the group wants to have some consistency because the last time Bob Steed did not feel they had consistent information.  The placements of all monitors were the best areas for gathering the information the group needs for the stream system and the characteristics in that area.  
Given the spring the area has had, the temperature gauges are all going to show low temperature readings this year.  Did Bob plan on placing monitors again next year?  Patty explained the group has planned on placing the monitors out next year and possibly the year after.  This season may not be a good representation of average.  

Has there been past data the committee is using as a benchmark?  Patty stated they do not have data from the same locations they have placed the monitors this year in the tributaries.  The purpose was to collect more data, as it appears the previous monitoring points did not adequately display the stream temperature.  

Grizzly Bear Committee:
Dan Dinning stated he, Wayne Wakkinen, Scott Soults, Sarah Canepa and Linda McFaddan attended the recent IGBC meeting.  He felt the highlight of the meeting was the report on public perceptions that was done regarding grizzly bear in Lincoln County up the Yaak.  
Sarah Canepa, Vital Ground Foundation, explained she has been working on a partnership effort for outreach and education in the Cabinet Yaak Recovery Zone.  They conducted a public opinion and knowledge survey in Lincoln and Sanders County to better understand the knowledge people have regarding grizzly bear behavior, needs, habitat needs and their opinions on grizzly bears and grizzly bear recovery.  They are in the process of gathering all the information together to present to the public and interested parties to discuss what the data means and what peoples’ concerns are.

Dan suggested that Sarah give a presentation to the KVRI group.  Wayne added that there was some information that he was surprised with.  

Dan stated there was discussion on the food storage rules also.  U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) indicated they wanted to make it mandatory across all forests to have food storage containers.  They felt it was essential for grizzly bear recovery.  Dan stated he was not in favor of making anything mandatory but they would look at voluntary storage rules.  Wayne Wakkinen and Wayne Kasworm gave a presentation which discussed the bear and the situation in Priest Lake last year.  

Linda McFaddan, U.S. Forest Service (USFS), added that Ranotta McNair, USFS Supervisor, is endorsing an educational approach across the forests in regards to the food storage order (FSO).  Two years ago there was a FSO placed around Priest Lake that encompassed all the campgrounds and recreational areas.  Ranotta is not looking at strict enforcement at this point.  Mike reported through the analysis and decision within the Rock Creek EIS they will have a FSO on several of the BMU’s on the Kootenai.  Rick reported there is a FSO on the BMU’s but not across the general forest.  It’s very consistent across the three forests that in areas where it’s really pertinent the FSO is either in effect or being considered but not generally across the forest.  
There are signs around the area regarding food storage for black bears; however the silhouette is that of a grizzly bear.  Linda stated the idea is that its educational effort and they are not trying to focus just on grizzly bears but on other animals as well.  It’s a good idea to keep food up high or stored correctly.  Chan felt the sign is misleading because it states black bear but it displays a silhouette of a grizzly.  He feels some people may be confused and sending a mixed signal.

Wayne Wakkinen updated the group on the grant they received from the National Wildlife Federation and USFWS in the amount of $47k.  They ordered dumpsters, bear proof trash cans for the state parks for the east side of Priest Lake, and food storage containers for campgrounds on upper Priest Lake.  They are working with Elkin’s Resort to share some of the dumpsters with them.  All the items have been ordered and are currently waiting to be installed.
Patty added that the committee had a letter to present to the KVRI group regarding mandatory bear identification testing for hunters.  The testing is currently mandatory in Montana, but there is not anything set up in Idaho.  She read through the letter and left it for discussion with the group.  

There were some issues with the percentage that was listed in regards to mortality of grizzly bears.  It was suggested that percentage be taken out of the letter all together.  
In Montana the test has been in effect and implemented the past 15 years.  All bear hunters are required to take the test and pass with 80% of the questions being correct.  It was suggested that the issue be taken to the sportsman’s groups before signing and sending the letter off.
The cost for implementation would be very little if any.  Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks have a website where the test can be taken.  A certificate can then be printed out.  There is also an option to take the test in person.  The website lists locations they are able to take the test at.  It was mentioned in the hunter education program there is an entire section devoted to bear identification.

It was suggested that the group take a look at the website.  Wayne Wakkinen will walk through the website and test at the next meeting at which time the group will discuss the issue further.

Other Committee Updates:

Smith Creek Working Group:

Dave Wattenbarger stated the group will be meeting on June 24th for tours and a BBQ will follow at 5:00 p.m.  
It was clarified by a member of KVRI that Smith Creek Working Group is not a sub-committee of KVRI.  They simply report to KVRI as a courtesy.  They manage Smith Creek Wildlife Management area and are made up of citizens of Boundary County.
Patty stated to keep from confusing people we will list it differently on the agenda and minutes.

New Business:

Letter from Bonneville Power Administration (BPA):
Patty sent out a letter to the board regarding the rebuild of the Libby to Troy section and Libby to Bonners Ferry section of BPA’s line.
USFS Letter to KVRI for Twin Skin EA:

Patty sent out a note to the board regarding a letter she received from the USFS for notification of completion of the Twin Skin Healthy Forest Restoration Act project decision notice and finding of no significant impact.  
Wildlife Crossing:

Just for information, Patty passed around a photo of a wildlife crossing in Canada.  Dan explained further, it is a wildlife overpass in Banff, Canada
Vital Ground Grant:

Patty received a letter from Gary Wolf.  It was a memo to the friends of Vital Ground.  They are in the process of raising $150k for a matching challenge grant.  She has the information available for all who are interested.  

Smith Creek Channel:

Chip Corsi, Idaho Department of Fish & Game (IDFG), stated they are working on a feasibility study to determine effects of restoring a portion of the Smith Creek channel.  They are moving ahead on the project.  Bob Vickaryous, landowner, has some concern over the project.  He worries the project will flood his property.  Chip stated the reason for the feasibility study is to see whether there is any cause for concern.  The project is funded by BPA.  If the project does work out it will restore a lot of trout habitat and possibly burbot.  There are about ½ a dozen channels that meander through Smith Creek and number of possible ways to approach the project in that aspect.  They will cross that bridge when they come to it.
Next Meeting:

The next meeting will be held on July 21st, 2008 at the Boundary County Extension Office.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:56 p.m.
