Meeting Minutes

Kootenai Valley Resource Initiative

May 19th, 2008 – 7:10 p.m., Boundary County Extension Office

Bonners Ferry, Idaho

Committee Members in Attendance:

Jennifer Porter, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho, (alt.) KVRI Co-Chair

Dan Dinning, Boundary County Commissioner, KVRI Co-Chair

Paul Merritt, (alt.) Corporate Agriculture

Bob Blanford, Business/Industry

Tony McDermott, Fish & Wildlife Commission
Justin Petty, Conservationist/Environmentalist
Sandy Ashworth, Social/Cultural/Historical

Dave Wattenbarger, Agriculture Landowner

Jim Cadnum, Landowner/Industrial

Linda McFaddan, Federal Lands

Patty Perry, KVRI Facilitator, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Kristin James, KVRI Recording Secretary, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Agency/Others in Attendance:

Mike Sloan, Boundary Economic Development Council

Mitch Silvers, U.S. Senator Mike Crapo

Susan Audet, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Chip Corsi, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Robyn Miller, The Nature Conservancy
Dianna Ellis, Kootenai National Wildlife Refuge

Mike Gondek, NRCS

Mark Compton, Governor Butch Otter

Tom Buckley, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Wayne Wakkinen, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Opening:

Dan Dinning started by welcoming everyone to the meeting; introductions followed.

Minutes from the April 21st meetings were approved by consensus.
Presentations:

Update on Caribou Status Review:
Suzanne Audet, USFWS, updated the group on the Selkirk Mountain Caribou 5-year review.  USFWS has been working on the project for the past two years.  She was not able to give conclusions or final recommendations because the review is not complete.

Suzanne provided a power point presentation which will be displayed on the Kootenai Tribal website: www.kootenai.org.  

A question came up regarding the process USFWS uses to choose who to send out the “Dear Interested Party” letters to.  The answer was they use a master outreach list to compile a list of agencies, special interest groups and individuals they believe would have interest in the issue.  USFWS is aware that there may be some folks that should receive them and don’t, however it is a process they are always trying to enhance.  Suzanne explained that the intent of the letters was to elicit new information on caribou biology, threats, status, etc. to assist the USFWS in updating the status of caribou.  However, some of the letters were directed more toward caribou management efforts and the effects of those efforts on the public.  

What would cause the contracting range?  It could be from access, wildfire and past timber harvest.  It was also mentioned that access has been severely limited and man has done a lot to help the caribou recover.  Suzanne stated the contraction of the range is occurring in British Columbia as well as in the US.  

It was thought that timber harvest may help the caribou because the loggers would drop the limbs and help create a source of food for the caribou.  Suzanne stated logging operations may provide an immediate food source for caribou in terms of lichens from downed trees and limbs.  However, she explained that any additional timber harvest in caribou habitat needs to be limited and properly managed with a goal of improving the habitat.

Is British Columbia approaching the caribou recovery in the same manner?  Suzanne stated that within the last 6 months they have been looking at setting aside more habitats; they are also working on access management similar to that being worked on in the states.  All agencies involved have been implementing the same rules for predation on both sides of the border.

At what point does USFWS step back and look at the recovery efforts and decide there has not been any success and to either change their plan or drop it all together?  Suzanne explained that success is a relative term. The population has been augmented twice.  In the opinion of USFWS and other agencies working on caribou recovery, these augmentations have kept the population going.  Many people would view that as a failure; however USFWS see it as a success, because they believe the population could have been extirpated if the population hadn’t been augmented.  

Do you know how many animals reproduced?  They do have an idea of the survival and reproductive rates; however USFWS does not have exact numbers.  The last augmentation was done in 1998 so there are only a couple of active radio collars remaining in the current population. 

Is there a chance to look at any of the recovery information?  It would be good to see connectivity for the management that’s been done and what the expectations are.  Suzanne stated a 5-year review is an internal USFWS review process done to develop recommendations on the species’ status.  There is no public comment process associated with such reviews, so there is not much of an opportunity for folks to take a look at it.  

What if a community member feels there has legitimately been an error?  Suzanne noted that the 5-year review does not directly result in a change in species status.  If a change in status is recommended by the 5-year review, an actual formal rulemaking process is required to officially change the status.  Public comments are accepted during this rulemaking process. Tom stated at this moment and this stage it would be difficult to change the process.  The USFWS can always be petitioned and in that process there would be a better chance to change/review the recovery of caribou and how it’s approached compared to sending in letters or comments in reference to the 5-year review.

Wayne stated there are some significant reports that have financial and biological information that would be good for the group to have.  The reports can be made available for the KVRI group if it would help.  

Suzanne was asked to come back and update the group further when the review is finished; this would also provide the opportunity for any other questions the group may have.  

Kootenai Wildlife Refuge—Comprehensive Conservation Planning:

Dianna Ellis, Kootenai National Wildlife Refuge (NWR), presented information to the group on the Kootenai NWR’s Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP).  Her power point will be available on the Kootenai Tribal website:  www.kootenai.org.  

She explained that every refuge in the U.S. is required by congress to complete a CCP.  Each refuge is on a set schedule.  Kootenai NWR is the first of the Idaho refuges to start on their CCP.  Their regional office wants to see the CCP completed within 18 months.  All CCPs need to be completed by 2012 as mandated by Congress.

Steps in the CCP Process:

1. Preplanning: planning the plan, notify the public

2. Initiate public involvement and scoping: public scoping of issues

3. Review vision statement and goals, and determine significant issues: identify significant issues

4. Develop and analyze alternatives, including the proposed action: reasonable range of alternatives, identify proposed action, assess the effects

5. Prepare draft plan and NEPA document: draft CCP/EA or EIS and public review and comment

6. Prepare and adopt final plan: Respond to substantive comments, identify preferred alternative, final CCP/EA or EIS, and FONSI (EA) or ROD (EIS)

7. Implement Plan, monitor, and evaluate: notify the public

8. Review and revise plan: involve the public.

The refuge is 2774 acres in size.  The USFWS makes a payment called revenue sharing in lieu of taxes.  The amount of payment is based on the land value and is appropriated by congress.  The money goes to the county for them to use however they feel is appropriate.  

If there are any questions or folks seeking further details please contact Dianna at 267-3888.
Update on Farm Bill:

Mike Gondek, NRCS, updated the group on the farm bill.  His power point presentation will be available on the Kootenai Tribal website:  www.kootenai.org.  Please note the presentation is an enhanced version from the KVRI meeting.
Mike started by thanking all his partners: Boundary Soil Conservation District, Kootenai Valley Sportsman, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho, Gretchen Kruse, Scott Soults, Patty Perry, Sue Ireland, Department of Lands, Idaho Department of Fish & Game, Jeff Knetter, Dianna Ellis, Pheasants Forever, Boundary County Road & Bridge, Jim Cadnum, and Jamie Davis.
The program began 3 years ago and is on-going.  There are currently 22 contracts which cover approximately 20,000 acres.  The project brings in about $400k to the community and helps to maintain soil erosion and provide water conservation.  There has been a lot of conservation tillage, spot spraying, nutrient management, and annual soil tests.

If there are any questions or comments please contact Mike Gondek with NRCS at 267-3340 extension 3.
Committee Updates:

TMDL Sub-committee:

Patty Perry stated the group met recently; and also the letter that KVRI submitted has not been responded to formerly.  There are more complications than what originally appeared…with regard to the change in status for Blue Joe Creek.

The group will be placing monitoring devices for temperature on June 10th.  They will meet at Idaho Department of Lands at 7:30 a.m., break up into groups, and place the monitors in specified locations.  The group will also be deploying monitoring devices on July 8th to place monitors in the higher elevations.  All are welcome to attend.  DEQ is providing 40 temperature monitors.
Grizzly Bear Committee:
Patty stated the committee does not have a bear hide for the mount yet.  They thought it would be a good idea to use a bear from the area.  Wayne added that Canada will provide a bear hide.  He also mentioned IDFG received funding for the grant he had applied for.  The money will be used mainly for sanitation issues through Parks and Recs campgrounds near Priest Lake, food storage lockers on upper Priest Lake, and help with fencing in the Good Grief area.  The money has been received and the materials have been ordered and should be arriving soon.
Smith Creek Working Group:

Dave Wattenbarger stated the group has not met since the last KVRI meeting; however they will be meeting in the first week of June.  The group continues to look into the purchase of surrounding property and the possibility of combining the Smith Creek and Boundary Creek schemes.  Both are operated similarly so it’s a good possibility both areas could fall under the same management plan.
Old Business:

“Thank You” for TransCanada:

Patty passed around a “Thank You” card for the TransCanada group for the donation to the Grizzly Bear subcommittee…it was signed & mailed.
Report on May 16th Libby Dam Operations Meeting:

Patty stated the presentations from the Friday, May 16th meeting will be up on the Tribal website as soon as they are received from Nola Leyde, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
Sportsman’s Club:

Patty Perry, Dan Dinning, Charlie Holderman, and Ryan Hardy attended the last Sportsman’s Club meeting where they gave a presentation.  The meeting went well with good attendance.
New Business:

Capital for a day:
Mark Compton, U.S. Governor Butch Otter, stated Priest River will be the capital of Idaho May 20th, 2008.  The Governor will be making his inaugural visit in downtown Priest River from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  For those who wish to pay a visit to the Governor he will be at 119 Main Street.
Soil Conservation District Farm Tour:

Patty announced any parties interested in taking part in the farm tour on Friday, May 23rd need to sign up with Rene at the Soil Conservation Office.
Closing Comments:

Next Meeting:

The next meeting will be held on June 16th, 2008 at the Boundary County Extension Office.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:59 p.m.
