Meeting Minutes

Kootenai Valley Resource Initiative

May 16th, 2011 - 7:00 p.m., Boundary County Extension Office
Bonners Ferry, Idaho

Committee Members in Attendance:

Dave Anderson, City of Bonners Ferry & KVRI Co-Chair

Dan Dinning, Boundary County Commissioner & KVRI Co-Chair

Ron Abraham, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho & (alt.) KVRI Co-Chair

Sandy Ashworth, Social/Cultural/Historical

Tony McDermott, Idaho Fish & Game Commission

Bob Blanford, Business/Industry

Ranotta McNair, U.S. Forest Service - Idaho Panhandle National Forest

Ed Atkins, Jr., Corporate Ag

Jim Cadnum, (alt.) Industrial Forest

Dave Wattenbarger, Soil Conservation District/Ag Landowner

Robyn Miller, Conservationist/Environmentalist (via conference call)
Patty Perry, KVRI Facilitator, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Kristin James, KVRI Recording Secretary, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Agency/Others in Attendance:

Jason Flory, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Larry Kaiser, Bureau of Land Management

Sid Smith, Senator Jim Risch

Karen Roetter, Senator Mike Crapo

Aaron Calkins, Congressman Raul Labrador

Kennon McClintock, The Nature Conservancy

Dianna Ellis, Kootenai National Wildlife Refuge

Wayne Wakkinen, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Chip Corsi, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Opening:

Dan Dinning opened and welcomed everyone to the meeting; introductions followed.

Happy Retirement Ranotta McNair:

Ranotta McNair announced her retirement, June 3rd, earlier this month.  On behalf of the entire KVRI group the KVRI Co-chairs presented Ranotta, Forest Supervisor for Idaho Panhandle National Forest, with a Certificate of Appreciation in recognition and appreciation for her leadership and dedication in helping develop an outstanding partnership between the U.S. Forest Service and KVRI.  Ron Abraham, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho Tribal Council, presented Ranotta with a sterling silver sturgeon key chain.

Draft Minutes Approval:

The group approved draft minutes of April 18th, 2011 meeting by consensus.

Presentations:
NFWF Grant Opportunity – Robyn Miller, The Nature Conservancy (tele-conference):

Robyn Miller, The Nature Conservancy (TNC), announced the pre-proposal grant application TNC updated the group on at the last KVRI meeting has been selected by the National Fish & Wildlife Foundation to now submit a full proposal which will be due June 1st.  They have requested $122,530 with a required match (non-federal cash or in-kind) of $122,530.
The grant proposal is for the McArthur Lake Wildlife Safety Project.  If the grant is awarded, the following activities are proposed: 

· TNC will contract with Western Transportation Institute (WTI) to conduct a cost/benefit analysis to identify and prioritize transportation mitigation efforts on 15 miles of highway in the McArthur lake area.
· Implement projects to directly improve human safety and reduce wildlife losses due to vehicle collisions in McArthur Lake and other areas of concern.  Projects will be identified and could include fencing, installation of animal detection systems, and thinning along the highway to increase the line of sight for drivers.

· Outreach, communication and coordination to help support existing collaborative efforts to reduce human-wildlife conflicts.

· Analysis of Boundary County linkage areas to identify high-priority areas for future transportation mitigation projects, and habitat protection or stewardship projects.

The board reviewed the proposal and agreed by consensus to have Robyn and TNC submit the full proposal.  A letter of support will be written and sign for submittal with the proposal.
Updates:

Smith/Boundary Creek Management Group:

The group met last week and completed the long range management plan.  The next meeting will be held June 12th at 10:00 a.m. and tentatively set for the Kootenai River Inn; the group will complete their short term annual plan.  The group will meet again in July for a working meeting and BBQ.
Chip updated the group on the Boundary Creek Rechanneling efforts.  The group is still exploring options and reviewing preliminary designs.  There are concerns from landowners located downstream and the design will need to pass Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) regulations as well.  If the group were successful in rechanneling the creek it would lengthen the channel nearly 2 miles, it would be consistent with the burbot conservation strategy and it would help increase trout fishing opportunities.
Forestry Committee:

The group met on April 20th and discussed projects that could possibly be completed whether CFLRA funding was received or not.  The next meeting will be held June 20th and the group will meet briefly before taking a field trip to the Twenty Mile Project area to take a look, as the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) received a $40,000 RAC grant last year to do the analysis work.

Another idea for the group to consider is to review the forest map and look at areas there are opportunities in a general forest category, then complete a ground-truthing to determine if there are any potential projects that could be moved ahead in those areas.   These could avoid critical wildlife habitat areas.  The intent is to recognize there is infrastructure (mills) in place in Boundary County, and in order to keep it ……we need to consider projects that can help provide for the economy….while also continuing restoration work and figuring out how we can address projects in more sensitive areas.   Without a two-pronged approach – we could be losing critical infrastructure which would mean we would limit the ability to maintain a viable way to do anything with materials down the road. Most projects that are currently NEPA ready have only a restoration component to be completed if funding is received.
A small group of committee members (Ranotta McNair, Patty Perry, Dan Dinning, Ron Abraham, Gary Aitken, Jr., Billy Barquin, and Sid Smith) traveled to Washington, DC where they joined Will Wehlan, TNC, and Mitch Silvers with Senator Crapo’s office and met with several folks to talk about KVRI and the CFLRA proposal.  It was noted that Ranotta McNair and Mitch Silvers helped open the door for KVRI, and Ranotta felt the group was well accepted.  Some meetings included visits with:  Congressman Simpson, Congressman Labrador, Senator Risch, Senator Crapo, Under Secretary Jay Jensen, Forest Service Directors & Program Assistant, and Chief and Deputy Chief for the Forest Service.  Additional staff from Senator Risch’s office & Congressman Labrador’s office also joined in for several of the meetings….their support and involvement was very much appreciated.
The group also learned about a program called IRR, which has several different areas of potential, including CFLRA, and offers other possible funding opportunities for KVRI.  Patty feels the group would be a good fit under any line item and would have a good chance to receive funding through that program.
TMDL:

The group met earlier today and talked about the upcoming TMDL’s.  Bob Steed provided a map with all the main tributaries.  The group spoke about implications of temperature TMDL’s with potential natural vegetation and whether or not it can impact what can be done on the landscape outside the riparian areas.  There’s an example on Schweitzer Creek where there is a sediment TMDL and concern was expressed as to whether any activities should take place in that area because of the current sediment TMDL.  Where temperature is concerned, the group discussed how it would affect the landscape.  Bob has a new way to use statistical significant figures that will come within a closer range whether or not there will be any effects on heating or cooling on the stream system.  The group will also have any language submitted in the TMDL’s reviewed by an individual that is knowledgeable on NEPA.  Bob will be monitoring shade himself on the streams in the area throughout the summer.
The next meeting will be held on June 28th at 8:00 a.m. at the Kootenai Tribal Office, following the meeting the group will go out and set up temperature monitors.
New Business:

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Libby Dam Flow Information Update - Handout:
A handout was provided on the Libby Dam Flows.  Several members that had attended the Libby Dam public meeting on May 9th provided updates to the group.  Because of the slow warm up there is still a lot of snow pack that is unusual for this time of year.  The lower elevation snow is coming off the mountain the same time the high elevation snow is coming off, providing unusually high flows for this time of the year.  
Dave Wattenbarger, Soil Conservation District, expressed agriculture concerns arise when water levels reach 1757 or above for durations of 5 or 6 days; the water begins to seep into the farm lands.  According to Dave, during the high water in 1996 there was approximately 10,000 acres of farm land that was lost due to the water seepage.  The Corps was concerned with the amount of water coming into the reservoir and if the water came in too quickly they would have to spill more water, but they are in a position currently to handle Libby Dam’s share of runoff, but they also recognize there will be high flows from the Moyie, Yaak and Fisher rivers, below the dam.  The Corps is not sure what will happen if it all comes off at the same time.
It was mentioned by Jason Flory, USFWS, that the sturgeon flows and spill testing are not entering into the high river level.  It is in the second year of spill testing.  The hypothesis that set the spill testing in motion is that the higher river flows will change the spawning migration of the sturgeon and they will travel further upstream to spawn.  If the scenarios the Corps has predicted end up taking place, the river levels are as good as they can be even without the spill.  With the expected natural higher river flows, the roles of both higher river stages and water turbidity in sturgeon migration and spawning will be tested.  By middle to late summer there should be great data on both conditions to figure out whether the high flows are effective or not.

Currently the main focus is to keep the water level below flood stage and minimize damages.  The current level is at 1761.6’.  Flows have been decreased from Libby dam from 20,000 cfs to 16,000 cfs.  Bonners Ferry will not see the effects of the decrease until tomorrow.  Moyie flood stage is at 9’ and the current level is 8.11’ (daily updates are being posted by the Corps of Engineers).  

Correspondence:
Trust for Idaho Public Lands:

Robert Rasmussen, Trust for Idaho Public Lands, approached the Boundary County Commissioners concerning support for a Forest Legacy Project on Stimson land near McArthur Lake.  The Commissioners suggested Rasmussen present the project and pertinent information to the KVRI group before they made any decision to support the project.  In the past, Forest Legacy Projects have been shared at KVRI.  Rasmussen had stated the public would continue to have non-motorized access to the land.  He will be on the agenda for the June meeting.
Mosquito Monitoring, West Nile Virus:

Phil Allegretti continues to monitor mosquitos in the area.  Samples are sent into the state and analyzed for West Nile Virus.  There have not been any cases found so far, but it’s important for monitoring efforts to continue.  Boundary County has more varieties of mosquito species than any other county in Idaho.
Idaho Elected Officials & Congressional Staff:

The KVRI group sincerely appreciates everything Idaho Elected Officials in Washington, DC do for KVRI and the Boundary County community.  They give up so much to be where they are and recently several board members realized how much they sacrifice.  They make themselves accessible to their public and are constantly in meetings all day, every day.  A very special “Thank You” to all of Idaho elected officials for all they do for us.

Idaho Fish & Game Commission:

Tony McDermott, Chip Corsi and new Director Virgil Moore will address the Benewah County Commissioners on June 13th to discuss wolf issues and Benewah County’s Natural Resource Plan.  Tony has asked to take along a couple copies of the KVRI brief that was put together for the DC trip.  Tony hopes to share with Benewah County what has been accomplished as many interests have come together on natural resource issues.  Patty offered to give a presentation to the Benewah County Commissioners in the future on who KVRI is and how the group is operated if they would be interested.
A two year old grizzly bear male was lost due to human causes in the Port Hill area, and the situation is currently under investigation.  There were three bears in the area of Boundary and Smith Creek.  The other two bears haven’t been seen since the incident.
Kootenai-Idaho Panhandle Roundtable:

The Kootenai-Idaho Panhandle Roundtable (hosted by the National Forest Foundation) will be held May 19th and 20th in Sandpoint at the Visitor’s Center and everyone is welcome to attend.  Objectives for the three days are:

· Build relationships and understanding amongst the many different interests who care about the Kootenai and Idaho Panhandle National Forests
· Identify issues with overlapping interests around large landscape objectives
· Provide an opportunity for joint learning about issues related to large landscape objectives
· Develop strategies for sustaining an ongoing dialogue dedicated to the identified overlapping interests around large landscape objectives
Next Meeting:

The next meeting will be held on June 20th at the Boundary County Extension Office at 7:00 p.m.; the meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m.
