Meeting Minutes

Kootenai Valley Resource Initiative

April 20th, 2009 – 7:09 p.m., Boundary County Extension Office

Bonners Ferry, Idaho

Committee Members in Attendance:

Dave Anderson, City of Bonners Ferry, KVRI Co-Chair
Kym Cooper, (alt.) Kootenai Tribe of Idaho, KVRI Co-Chair

Bob Blanford, Business/Industry

Jim Cadnum, (alt.) Landowner/Industrial
Dave Wattenbarger, Soil Conservation District/Landowner

Ed Atkins, Jr., Corporate Agriculture

Linda McFaddan, (alt.) U.S. Forest Service – Idaho Panhandle National Forest

Tony McDermott, Idaho Fish & Game Commission
Patty Perry, KVRI Facilitator, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Kristin James, KVRI Recording Secretary, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Agency/Others in Attendance:

Dennis Johnson, Pheasants Forever

Michael Gondek, U.S. Dept. of Agriculture/NRCS

Kevin Greenleaf, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Alan Flory, Landowner

James Kopp, Homeowner

Sarah Canepa, the Vital Ground Foundation

Chip Corsi, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Wayne Wakkinen, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Shelley Landry, Congressman Walt Minnick
Opening:

Dave Anderson started by welcoming everyone to the meeting; introductions followed.

Dave asked for minutes from March 16th meeting be approved if there were no corrections or additions; minutes were approved by consensus.  
Presentations:

2009 Caribou Census – Wayne Wakkinen, IDFG

Wayne stated the winter caribou survey has been completed.  The survey included both U.S. and British Columbia with a total of 46 adult caribou and 5 calves.  The count was the exact same as the year before.  There were only 3 caribou spotted on the U.S. side near Little Snowy Top, same as last year.  It’s discouraging because the survey shows no growth between last year and this year, however there were 2 adult males and a pregnant cow hit on the east side of the pass in British Columbia.  There are no longer any functioning radio collars in the population so the only way to monitor caribou is by the flying surveys that are conduct.  A total of 28 hours fly time went into the counting and classifying of the survey.
How far north of Salmo are the 46 caribou?  The largest group was on the north side of highway in Kootenai Pass.  There were some other smaller groups scattered further north but most were near Summit Creek and Carolina Creek.  

Why do you think the 3 hang by themselves?  They appear to be 3 bulls, but they are different than the 3 that were there last year.  The areas they inhabit have good vegetation.
What is really happening with the population?  There has been 25 year of recovery efforts with 103 caribou being transplanted.  In 1987, 1988, and 1990 Idaho Fish & Game (IDFG) transplanted a total of 60 animals in Ball Creek.  In 1996, 1997, and 1998 Washington State did a similar transplant with 43 animals.  The first and second years the caribou were released just north of Metalline Falls and the third year they were released in British Columbia.  Six years ago the population bottomed out at 35 animals and every year since there has been a few animals increase each year.  The lowest any of the caribou have been spotted are Upper Ball Creek.
How much money has been spent in the past years for recovery efforts?  Wayne stated the Government Accountability Office (GAO) did a report is which is available.  He will locate the report and send it to Patty to distribute to the group.  

Are the caribou in an open habitat this time of year?  They go in the top of the mountain in open canopy areas so they are easy to locate.  The technique that is used works really well, but it takes a lot of flying time.

Is a predator count taken at the same time?  No because most of the predators during this time of year are generally in lower regions.  In late December or early January, Tim Laser, U.S. Forest Service (USFS) Biologist from Priest Lake, found a group of 9-10 wolves in Malcolm Creek in Upper Priest River.  That is the highest they have seen predators during the winter periods.  The winter period is the time the survival is highest for caribou.  Its late summer when the caribou have overlap with the cats and the survival drops.
Do they mostly eat the moss that grows on the trees?  Moss and lichen are 100% of their diet.  That’s why they like the sub alpine fur.  They have low branches which gather moss and lichen.
How much area does it take on the high country for caribou, in acres?  Average home range for caribou in the winter is 68 square kilometers; roughly a radius of 2.2 kilometers with a diameter of 4.4 kilometers.  On average each animal occupies that much range, but caribou generally travel in herds.  Last winter they were in the same areas they were the prior year but there are still feed in the same area for them.

Dave Wattenbarger encouraged everyone to look over the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) 5 Year Status Review.

How old are the stands the caribou wintered in the last few years?  Wayne stated they are old stands because it takes several years to get a large enough lichen load, but he believes they are approximately 75 years.
Committee Updates:

TMDL Committee

Patty stated that at a meeting last year the Board approved a letter to DEQ concerning Blue Joe Creek.  Recognizing it had a CIRCLA designation with much remediation work already completed, it appeared to be candidate for a 4B listing (sec. of CWA).  In following up, it is also listed for other pollutants, including cadmium & zinc, not just for temperature.  The TMDL would be written to recognize the pollutants are there and the restoration that has gone on and the continued monitoring.  
Bob Steed with IDEQ had updated the TMDL group on the stressor identification assessments for other creeks in the area drainage.  Patty sent out the website to the board to view.  The creeks included will have full consideration for the next TDML grant:

· Fisher

· Parker

· Ball Creek

· Brown Creek – 20 Mile

· Boulder

· Grass

· Trout

· Badge

· Cow Creek

· Brush Creek

He was asking the TMDL committee to respond to him by April 30th if there is something about the listed Creeks that are DEQ maybe unaware & that doesn’t ring true to what the information is being considered.  Dave Wattenbarger and Jerry Garten looked at each stream and provided comments which will be discussed at the next meeting.  

The next meeting will be held May 15th at the Kootenai Tribal Office at 8:00 a.m.  Bob will have monitoring results from the monitors which were put out last year.  They will also choose some places for monitor placement for this year.
Other Updates:
Selkirk Cabinet Yaak Interagency Grizzly Bear Committee (IGBC)

Wayne stated the next meeting will be held May 27th or 28th at 10:00 a.m. at Kootenai River Inn.  He has received a draft agenda which is subject to change.  Some of the topics include:
· ID Task Group with Mike Herrin

· Lydia Allan, new USFS Biologist, will give an access report for bear management units

· Recap of sanitation efforts performed last year
· Update on access amendment

· Jim Williams, Montana Fish Wildlife & Parks, will talk about Grizzly Bear Management Specialists and what they are doing  

· Research report from Wayne Kasworm and Wayne Wakkinen

· Annual 5 Year work plan for Selkirk’s and Cabinet Yaak
· Public comments & questions

Linda added the draft supplemental EIS for the Grizzly access amendment should be out by May 8th.  Patty asked to receive the link so she could distribute it to the board.  Linda was added to the agenda for the next KVRI meeting to give a brief overview of the supplemental EIS for Grizzly access amendment.  
Wayne offered to send a final agenda for the IGBC meeting to Patty once he received it.

Idaho Fish & Game Commission
Tony McDermott reported at the March IDFG Commission meeting in Boise, Chris Servheen, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS), provided an update on the Yellowstone grizzly bear and the Bitterroot Ecosystem Recovery Plan.  The Yellowstone population was de-listed in 2007 with an estimated 600 bears that are increasing at a rate of 4% annually.  Based on hair snag sampling analysis there are 700+ bears in the Northern Continental Divide population which includes the Cabinet/Yaak portion of the ecosystem.  The Selkirk population is estimated to be 60-65 bears.  The service has a proposal to introduce into the Bitterroots 25 bears over a five year period.  The Commission passed a motion to formally oppose reintroduction of any bears into central Idaho.  Tony felt that the Commission opposition was a result of the progress with wolf de-listing and environmental lawsuits.  Chris stated that there was zero funding for this reintroduction and currently no plan to proceed.

There is a signed EIS on the shelf, but Wayne Wakkinen was unaware of when it was signed.  The final document was supposed to reintroduce 5 bears a year over a 5 year period.  Sarah Canepa stated that the EIS was signed in 2000 and has a 10 year shelf life due to expire in 2010.

Boundary – Smith Creek Management Group
Dave stated they will be holding a meeting on May 12th at Chic n Chop.  A few items that will be discussed include the feasibility study and restoration of Smith Creek.  A first draft has been received with some work that needs to be done and questions that need to be answered.  The consultant recommended Bob Vickaryous’ property and developments on IDFG areas be dyked off.  They want to make sure their neighbor is reasonably comfortable and there aren’t feelings of being in harms way.   They are officially operating as Boundary-Smith Creek Management Group.

Old Business:

319 Project Support Letters
Patty stated the last TMDL meeting the committee discussed the option of a letter of support for Mike Gondek’s project for Merle’s property.  The committee decided it was a good project but perhaps not the best fit for the program.  The main reason is because Deep Creek isn’t listed for nutrients it’s listed for temperature and sediment and this area drains off into a wetland, down a ditch and then into Deep Creek, but there isn’t sediment leaving that area and getting to the creek.  Based on the above information, Patty drafted a letter for the group to review. 
Brandon Glaza, USFS, had a letter from the TMDL committee to the Resource Advisory Committee (RAC) for the 20 Mile Creek Project he presented to the group.  He needs the same letter signed and sent to the Department of Environmental Quality and Panhandle Basin Advisory Committee.  
The group approved both of the letters by consensus to support the projects.

Linda McFaddan stated the RAC approved Brandon’s project and granted him $60,000 and now he is trying for 319 as well.
Next Meeting:

The next meeting will be held on May 11th, 2009 at the Boundary County Extension Office.
Patty stated at the next meeting Sue Ireland will give an update on the Kootenai Tribe’s Habitat Project looking at Sturgeon Recovery and potential for that from the Braider Reach to the lake and where that project stands and when the first draft document will be released.

Sarah Canepa stated the Vital Ground Foundation is in the early stages working with landowners on a Forest Legacy project with a portion being in Boundary County.  They want to gather more details and work with the landowner.  Sarah asked to present the project to the group in May.  

The meeting was adjourned at 7:47 p.m.

