Meeting Minutes

Kootenai Valley Resource Initiative

April 18th, 2011 - 6:00 p.m., Boundary County Library

Bonners Ferry, Idaho

Committee Members in Attendance:

Dave Anderson, City of Bonners Ferry & KVRI Co-Chair

Dan Dinning, Boundary County Commissioner & KVRI Co-Chair

Ron Abraham, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho & (alt.) KVRI Co-Chair

Sandy Ashworth, Social/Cultural/Historical

Tony McDermott, Idaho Fish & Game Commission

Bob Blanford, Business/Industry

Linda McFaddan, (alt.) U.S. Forest Service - Idaho Panhandle National Forest

Ed Atkins, Jr., Corporate Ag

Jim Cadnum, (alt.) Industrial Forest

Dave Wattenbarger, Soil Conservation District/Ag Landowner

Robyn Miller, Conservationist/Environmentalist 

Patty Perry, KVRI Facilitator, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Kristin James, KVRI Recording Secretary, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Agency/Others in Attendance:

Kristian Mickelson, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Rachel Honderd, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Kim Johnson, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Doug Braus, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Joel Fenolio, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Mark D. Reller, Bonneville Power Administration

Chip Corsi, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Karen Roetter, Senator Mike Crapo

Larry Kaiser, Bureau of Land Management

Aaron Calkins, Congressman Raul Labrador

Sid Smith, Senator Jim Risch

Corie Laude, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Christin Davis, British Columbia Ministry of Forest Lands & Natural Resource Operations

Ray Jones, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Mike Gondek, U.S. Department of Agriculture – Natural Resource Conservation Service

Greg Hoffman, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Jason Flory, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Wayne Wakkinen, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Wayne Kasworm, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

Kennon McClintock, The Nature Conservancy

Paul Anders, Cramer Fish Sciences & University of Idaho

Sue Ireland, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Kevin Schafer, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Eric Besaw, Idaho Department of Lands
Dianna Ellis, Kootenai National Wildlife Refuge

Scott Soults, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Alan Coburn, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Scott Lawrence, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Dave Grey, (alt.) Social/Cultural/Historical

Mitch Silvers, Senator Mike Crapo

Jo Anst, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Pete Rust, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Matt Nuefeld, British Columbia Ministry of Forest Lands & Natural Resource Operations
Chris Lewandowski, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Neil Ashton, University of Idaho

Opening:

Dave Anderson opened and welcomed everyone to the meeting; introductions followed.

The group approved draft minutes of March 21st, 2011 meeting by consensus.

Presentations:
Highway 95 Black Bear Work for 2011, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS) – Wayne Kasworm:

FWS received a grant from the Federal Highway Administration to conduct work regarding wildlife linkages across major highways in North Idaho and Northwest Montana.  There will be several areas where Wayne will be conducting studies:  

· Highway 95, McArthur Lake

· I-90 at Lookout Pass, Idaho/Montana Border

· Highway 200, vicinity of Heron, Noxon, Clarkfork and parts of Idaho

To get the best science available the group plans to conduct the following:

· 12-15 black bears fitted with GPS radio collars

· Hair snare projects on both sides of the highway to evaluate genetic component

Federal Highway Administration is interested in the information to help guide their long term planning when it comes to highway construction or re-construction and taking into account underpasses, wildlife crossing structures, fencing, etc.  
They are not only looking at areas where animals cross the highway, but they are looking at modeling the habitat that is present in the specific areas.  The group hopes to extrapolate the information into a model that will help tell them where high quality or heavily used habitat come down to the highway that will then help predict areas bears will most likely cross.  This information will be given to the Federal Highway Administration that will be used in their long term highway planning.

Wayne Kasworm and Wayne Wakkinen are meeting with private landowners in the study areas. 

Question & Answer:

During the predictive part, if it doesn’t show there is any use but the habitat is there, how can that be helpful?

It could be a sample size issue.  If 12-15 black bears are collared and there are not any documented crossings, does that mean there are no black bears crossing in that area?  There is a sample size issue but there is some limitation of how many bears can be collared in a particular area and the economic constraints of getting the work done.  Wayne is relying on the modeling as a back-up plan and that this will be predictive of other animals as well as black bears.  He will be looking at road kill data, there are other studies being conducted with elk, grizzly bears, etc. that they will pull and see if it all fits together.

When you trap bears how far off the highway do you go?

Wayne will set up a 5 mile radius around McArthur but may go out a little further to gain data on grizzly bears as well.  There are constraints he has to work within as well.  They will be “x” distance away from any resident.  Forest Capital, Stimson, Idaho State, and U.S. Forest Service have been contacted to begin discussion concerning access.
Have you figured out in the modeling how to account for the railroads?

Train traffic will be tracked and Wayne will enter it into the model.  

What was learned on the Yaak study?

In 2005-2007 there were approximately 12-14 radio collars.  There were not any bears that crossed the Kootenai River.  Bears did cross the highway and Yaak River Road but none crossed the Kootenai River.  There were no differences in genetics from the north or south side of the Kootenai River.

When will you begin the hair snare effort this summer?

Wayne hopes to have teams on the ground in late May, trapping in July and hair snare during August.  Two-person crew will be staying at the wildlife management area at McArthur.  There will also be another two-person crew on I-90 and Highway 200 as well.
Wayne Kasworm will be back to KVRI to keep the group updated on the current efforts.  

Burbot Sub-Committee Annual Update:
KVRI held a conjunctive meeting with the Burbot Sub-committee meeting to hear of efforts and projects the group has been conducting.  Presentations were given by:

· Sue Ireland, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho (KTI) – Burbot Briefing
· Greg Hoffman, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) – Kootenai River/Kootenay Lake Burbot Conservation Strategy

· Chris Lewandowski, KTI – KTI Recovery of Burbot through Aquaculture

· Christin Davis & Matt Nuefeld, British Columbia Ministry of Forest Lands & Natural Resource Operations (MFLNRO) – British Columbia Burbot Recovery Projects

· Paul Anders, Cramer Fish Sciences & University of Idaho (UI) – Kootenai Burbot Conservation Aquaculture 2000 – 2010

· Neil Ashton, UI Fishery Resources – 2011 UI Burbot Restoration Progress Report 
All presentations are available on the Kootenai Tribe’s website, www.kootenai.org.
Libby Dam Forecast Update – Joel Fenolio, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:

Joel Fenolio, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, provided information on Koocanusa Reservoir inflow forecast and flows in the Kootenai River.  The Corps uses Snotel sites in and around the basin to develop their forecasts, and snowpack is not deteriorating as quickly as it normally does in the spring.  Snowpack is still accumulating, and the Koocanusa Reservoir inflow forecast for May will likely go up another 200,000 – 300,000 acre-feet.  Right now the reservoir is 100 feet below full pool, and release out of Libby Dam is 8,500 cfs, and reservoir levels will continue to drop through May.  The snowpack below the dam is currently in the 130% - 140% range.  

Updates:

Smith/Boundary Creek Working Group:

The committee met on April 12th.  A report from a consulting firm studied the possibility of re-routing Smith Creek from the diked channel it is in now and re-routing it back through the Smith Creek WMA.  The group will look further into that possibility.  The next meeting will be discussing and finishing up the Master Plan.
Forestry Committee – CFLRA Handouts – Mtg. 4/20:

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 20th at 8:00 a.m.  It will be the first meeting of this year.  There were a couple handouts distributed that will be used when some of the group travels to Washington, DC.  There is a conference call taking place on April 21st that will discuss the CFLRA process.  There may be funding available but it is unsure at this time.  A huge “Thank You” to the Congressional staff (Senator Crapo, Senator Risch and Congressman Labrador) for all their help throughout the CFLRA process.  Robyn Miller added the Congressionals have also been instrumental in securing $25 million for the CFLRA in the continuing resolution and it was largely from their leadership and their efforts.  That is what is making it possible that the proposal for KVRI is going forward or even considered.
Old Business:

The Nature Conservancy – McArthur Lake/Highway 95 Committee:
Bas Hargrove expressed interest in a safety committee looking at wildlife and vehicle collisions that has been meeting but would like to join KVRI as a committee to help move the effort forward.  
Robyn Miller, TNC, stated the group joined together approximately a year ago.  The group started discussions to identify what information is available, who is working on the issues, and how to bring the conversation together.  One idea was to look how to integrate that best within the community and they felt KVRI would be a good vehicle to do so.  A recommendation was made that the group would benefit by broadening the area beyond McArthur Lake would be of greater interest.  The group is open to the fact and recognizes it as a public safety issue and conservation issue.
It was mentioned Patty and Kristin can help as far as setting meetings and finding a meeting place, but help will be needed for the agendas and someone to keep notes.   

There was some brief discussion from the board members and it was decided by consensus to create the committee under KVRI.

Correspondence:
National Forest Foundation:

There will be a group of meetings beginning on April 26th in Sandpoint, Idaho.  This will give KVRI a chance as stakeholders to discuss with the Kootenai National Forest and Idaho Panhandle National Forest the groups’ perspective on Forest Management.  The new Forest Plan is due to come out in draft the end of May.  The two forests have come together and asked National Forest Foundation to facilitate the opportunity for any folks interested in forest management to get there and participate in discussions.  The Forest Supervisor has also arranged for a group of scientists to come in and help hold discussions on May 19-20th.  

Wolverine Presentation:

It was thought this would be of interest to the group and a possibility for a future presentation.  Jeff Copeland has been involved in wolverine research for over 20 years as a research biologist for Idaho Department of Fish and Game and the Forest Service’s Rocky Mountain Research Station in Missoula, Montana prior to retirement in 2010.  He has led wolverine ecology studies in Idaho, Wyoming, and Montana, including Glacier and Yellowstone National Parks, and participated in research in Canada, Alaska, Scandinavia, and Mongolia.  Jeff’s work is widely published in peer-review journals and popular articles, and has been featured in the Discovery, Animal Planet, and PBS Nature television series.  Jeff is currently a Co-founding Director of The Wolverine Foundation.
National Fish & Wildlife Foundation Funding Opportunity:

TNC was aware of a grant opportunity with National Fish & Wildlife Foundation.  They had put the work the technical ad hoc committee work that was discussed earlier.  TNC moved forward and submitted a pre-proposal for funding for the analysis to look at the entire county identifying specific areas, funding for the forest stewardship work and other things.  When the pre-proposal was written enough outreach was not done and the support from KVRI was mistakenly mischaracterized, putting some folks in a tough position.  Robyn offered a public apology.  It was a pre-proposal.  If TNC is selected to move forward with a proposal she will bring it in front of the board and everyone will have the opportunity to engage in that process if they wish.  
Libby Dam Operations Meeting:

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will be holding an operations meeting on May 9th at 7:00 p.m. at the Kootenai River Inn and Casino.  Another meeting will be held in Libby on May 12th at 7:00 p.m. at the Ponderosa Room at Libby City Hall.
Next Meeting:

The next meeting will be held on May 16th at the Boundary County Extension Office at 7:00 p.m.; the meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m.
