Draft Meeting Minutes

Kootenai Valley Resource Initiative

April 16th, 2012 - 7:00 p.m., Boundary County Extension Office
Bonners Ferry, Idaho

Committee Members in Attendance:

Dan Dinning, Boundary County Commissioner & KVRI Co-Chair

Ron Abraham, (alt.) Kootenai Tribe of Idaho & KVRI Co-Chair

Dave Anderson, City of Bonners Ferry & KVRI Co-Chair

Tony McDermott, Idaho Fish & Game Commission

Bob Blanford, Business/Industry

Linda McFaddan, (alt.) U.S. Forest Service - Idaho Panhandle National Forest

Ed Atkins, Jr., Corporate Ag

Jim Cadnum, (alt.) Industrial Forest

Sandy Ashworth, Social/Cultural/Historical

Robyn Miller, Conservationist/Environmentalist

Patty Perry, KVRI Facilitator, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Tracy Shottanana, (alt.) KVRI Recording Secretary, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Agency/Others in Attendance:

Eric Besaw, Idaho Department of Lands

Kevin Greenleaf, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Kurt Pavlat, Bureau of Land Management

Chip Corsi, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Dianna Ellis, Kootenai National Wildlife Refuge

Dave Gray, (alt.) Social/Cultural/Historical 

Aaron Calkins, Congressman Raul Labrador

Karen Roetter, Senator Mike Crapo

Greg Hoffman, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers – Libby
Virginia Ryan, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers – Seattle District

Lisa Wright, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers – Libby

Scott Lawrence, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers – Libby

Fred Goetz, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers – Libby

Adam Price, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers – Libby

CJ Klocow, U.S Army Corps of Engineers – Libby

Joel Fenolio, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers – Seattle District

Karen Sjoquist, Idaho Department of Lands

Ed Moe, Forest Capital

Kennon McClintock, (alt.) Conservationist/Environmentalist

Lon Postulka, U.S. Border Patrol

Opening:

Dan Dinning opened and welcomed everyone to the meeting; introductions followed.  
The group approved draft minutes of March 19th, 2012 meeting by consensus.  

Presentations:

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps):  Kootenai Basin Water Supply Forecast & Libby Dam Operations Update --- Joel Fenolio, Seattle District Senior Water Manager:

Joel Fenolio provided a power point presentation, complete with graphs, on water forecast out of Libby Dam.  The full power point presentation will be available on the Kootenai Tribe’s website, www.kootenai.org.

Snow levels are beginning to see the snotel sites to level off or drop which is good.  Snow is still building in the upper basin above Libby Dam.  Compared to last year the snow pack seems less in the unregulated basin below Libby Dam.  Long term projections currently are showing warmer trends than last year, the snotel sites below Libby will be coming off early and passing through the system, which is what the Corps wants to see, relative to last year when they kept building through May.  

Current operations were at full powerhouse but the Corps has cut back and began draft down the anticipated flood control elevation on March 23rd, approximately a week before required.  The Corps have to balance between over-drafting the reservoir and having enough water for needs later on (i.e.   sturgeon operations and salmon augmentations).  The main priority, as far as refill, is to have the reservoir at the proper elevation for the sturgeon operation spill test to take place in early June.  The refill this year is better controlled, mostly due to a better control on the forecast and information gathered on channel capacity near Bonners Ferry from last year.

Last year during the spill test, the water necessary to keep Bonners Ferry stage near flood stage, but the temperature was still pretty cold.  The Corps waited longer than they would have liked because they were waiting for the temperature to rise before releasing the water.

Q & A:

The flood control is still number one priority instead of the balancing act being so tight there is not much room to adjust.  The Corps is not going back to that scenario again?

The refill curve and elevation are only two components of flood control operations.  The refill is declared, in May.  In 2006 the required flow was relaxed once the refill was declared, causing some of the flooding in areas.  There will be no relax on the required flows at this time.  The rules take into account where flood control should be, but it’s not known for sure until there is a forecast and other factors.

What is the percentage under VARQ when the Corps reverts to flood control operations?

There was a standard flood control procedure that was in place before VARQ.  If the dam is operating at 80% or lower or 120% or higher than operation would be under standard operation for flood control.

How long is the duration of higher flows?

Approximately a week to 10 days for higher flows but will remain below 1764 ft. projections show less than a 10 percent exceedance of flood stage at Bonners Ferry.

TNC/Forest Capital Partners: Forest Legacy Project Proposal --- Robyn Miller, The Nature Conservancy:

Robyn presented information on a potential Forest Legacy Project with Forest Capital Partners for FY2014.  TNC is putting together a Forest Legacy Application for funding.  The funding resource has been used in Boundary County before.  The program purchases a conservation easement on private forestlands to maintain working forests, active forest production, protect fish and wildlife habitat, and provide recreation opportunities such as non-motorized public access.  The easement will not change motorized access to the property.  No property taxes will be affected by the project either.

Forest Legacy Funding is a federal funding source through the U.S. Forest Service that goes to the Idaho Department of Lands.  The IDL will purchase a conservation easement from the land owner and monitor the easement going forward.

If everything goes smoothly the project would close in 2015.  The process is very long.  The project area is in the Trail Creek area.  The land is currently private land owned by Forest Capital Partners.  Total area is approximately 8,000 acres.  

TNC would like to request a letter of support from KVRI for the Forest Legacy Project.  

Q & A:

Is any of the proposed area within the Twenty Mile Watershed?

Yes.

In the next three weeks could a better map be provided?

Yes.

Would there be any effect on the Twenty Mile Creek project that the Forestry Committee is working on?

No.  The easement will be invisible so to speak.  The lands will be managed by Forest Capital Partners as they are currently managing it.  It may add to the values that are brought to Twenty Mile and build upon that particular project.

A letter was drafted for the co-chairs to sign if the board agrees to support the project.  The KVRI board agreed by consensus to support the Forest Legacy Project as presented.
Committee Updates:

TMDL Committee --- Patty Perry:

Bob Steed, Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (IDEQ) IDEQ, presented information on the TMDL’s that are being prepared for stream listings.  The group went over stream by stream that needed corrections on IDEQ mapping.  They ground-truthed data that was provided by IDEQ.  The next meeting is scheduled for May 15th.  The group will discuss which streams to monitor.  The purpose of the monitoring is to gather information in reference potential natural vegetation streams so the group understands what can be achieved in the area and not just criteria that cannot be reached.  

Forestry Committee --- Patty Perry:

The next meeting will be held on April 24th at the Kootenai Tribal Office at 1:30 p.m.  The group will look at the multi-monitoring that needs to go along with the CFLRA project, who will be involved, and how it will look.  The group will be looking at what targets need to be met for next year.  USFS will bring areas across the district the group can achieve targets associated with fuels reduction and restoration work that was tied to the funding.  Twenty Mile Project scoping and comments will be visited as well.  
WAC Committee --- Patty Perry:

The next meeting will be held on May 17th.  This group looks at interaction between cars and trains vs. animals.  Western Transportation Institute (WTI) was contracted to look at available data.  They will be in the area and ground-truthing and showing what they have so far.  
Old Business:

KVRI Letter to Submit Comments to FWS for Caribou Proposed Critical Habitat Designation, Update; --- Patty Perry:
Comments have not been received from Wayne Wakkinen, IDFG, to date.  It was confirmed Wayne’s comments are completed and will be sent to Patty.  Several agencies and entities that are technical in nature are responding and providing the scientific response.  From KVRI the group can provide comments from the community perspective, but the group is not technical in nature.  The summarized version of the letter includes the approach that the board is aware of the caribou issue, the group feels there should be a recovery team that helps look at the proposal and how to plan for recovery, take an adaptive management approach and the process should encompass the community.  The co-chairs will be signing the letter, once finalized, on behalf of KVRI, however each of the co-chairs will likely submit an additional letter on behalf of each of their entities.
Patty offered to provide the drafted letter by email for the board to add comments or feedback to be considered.  The first public meeting with U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS) is scheduled for Thursday, April 19th at the Bonners Ferry High School Becker Auditorium.  There will be another public information meeting on Saturday, April 28th at the Becker Auditorium in the morning and the public hearing will follow in the evening.  During the public hearing the information will be on record and able to be used for those that wish to submit comments.

Public comments are due on May 21st.
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Public Meeting:

The meeting will be held on May 14th at Kootenai River Inn at 7:00 p.m.
Correspondence:

Leonia Project, USFS --- Linda McFaddan:

A letter was received from USFS the decision notice was signed for the Leonia Project.  USFS is in the appeal period and will end on May 21st.  They are hoping for no appeals on this particular project.

East Fork Meadow Project, USFS --- Linda McFaddan:

USFS is in the process of getting contracts into the Supervisors Office so the project can be advertised and sold by the end of fiscal year.

Kootenai National Wildlife Refuge CCP --- Dianna Ellis:
The CCP is now complete, but there is still a step down hunt plan that needs to be completed.  The hunt plan will lay out the finer details and changes in regards to hunting on the refuge.  They are trying to offer new hunting opportunities.  Big game hunting was eliminated west of the Westside Road in the past due to poaching issues, complaints from neighbors, and wounded animals going into the closed area of the refuge.  This problem could have potentially opened the door to lawsuits.  To mitigate losing the area, the refuge proposed using special white-tail deer and elk hunts.  There will still be big game hunting and they will offer turkey hunting.  The step down hunt plan will involve the NEPA process.  Any proposed hunting changes will not go into effect until next year.  It’s still status quo on the refuge this year.  The refuge has discussed offering ADA hunting opportunities at the Northern end of the refuge during the archery hunt, and something that would not interfere with waterfowl hunting.  A problem they have experienced is the large elk herds that have been coming down have had an impact on the habitat.  For this reason they want to consult with IDFG to look into a controlled hunt on elk to help disperse them.

Mike Leahy, Rocky Mountain Defenders of Wildlife --- Patty Perry:
An email was received from Mike Leahy, Rocky Mountain Region Director for Defenders of Wildlife.  He lives in Bozeman, Montana.  Mike initially wanted to make a presentation to the KVRI group.  He has a feel for how the sportsmen’s feel in regards to the caribou and wolf issues.  Tony believes he wants to know how the citizens feel about the management of the endangered species and how they respond.  He’s asking to have a conversation.  He wanted to better understand how the folks felt that have to live with the endangered species.  He seemed genuine.  
Patty was going to respond and explain that KVRI is not a decision making body, but a group that brings together people and help them to get information from groups and agencies.  His main interest is in the caribou issue.  Patty will call and discuss who KVRI is and role within the community that is played.  She will email the Caribou Comment Letter to him as well and let him know he’s welcome to attend any KVRI meeting as they are open to the public.

Closing Comments:

Earth Day Fair:

The fair will be held on April 21st at the Boundary County Fairgrounds in the Memorial Hall from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  Sandy will be setting up the KVRI display and advocating for the group.  Huge “Thank You” to Sandy.

Sid Smith
Sid and his wife welcomed a baby boy, Benjamin, born on Friday, April 13th.  The group congratulated Sid and his wife on their newest addition.
Next Meeting:

The next meeting will be held on May 21st, 2012 at the Boundary County Extension Office at 7:00 p.m.; the meeting was adjourned at 8:12 p.m.
