Draft Meeting Minutes

Kootenai Valley Resource Initiative

March 21st, 2011 - 7:00 p.m., Boundary County Library

Bonners Ferry, Idaho

Committee Members in Attendance:

Dave Anderson, City of Bonners Ferry & KVRI Co-Chair

Dan Dinning, Boundary County Commissioner & KVRI Co-Chair

Ron Abraham, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho & (alt.) KVRI Co-Chair

Sandy Ashworth, Social/Cultural/Historical

Tony McDermott, Idaho Fish & Game Commission

Linda McFaddan, (alt.) U.S. Forest Service - Idaho Panhandle National Forest

Don Allenberg, (alt.) Corporate Ag

Jim Cadnum, (alt.) Industrial Forest

Dave Wattenbarger, Soil Conservation District/Ag Landowner

Robyn Miller, Conservationist/Environmentalist (via conference call)

Patty Perry, KVRI Facilitator, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Kristin James, KVRI Recording Secretary, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Agency/Others in Attendance:

Vaughn Paragamian, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Kevin Greenleaf, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Laura Roady, Bonners Ferry Herald

Dave Gray, (alt.) Social/Cultural/Historical

Dianna Ellis, Kootenai National Wildlife Refuge

Kurt Pavlat, Bureau of Land Management

Diane Martin, Bureau of Land Management

Gary Cooper, Bureau of Land Management

Greg Hoffman, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers --- Libby Dam

Sue Ireland, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Doug Etherington, Citizen

Toni Davidson, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Chip Corsi, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Wayne Wakkinen, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Jack Siple, Retired - Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Opening:

Dan Dinning opened and welcomed everyone to the meeting; introductions followed.

The group approved draft minutes of February 28th, 2011 meeting by consensus.

Presentations:
Richard L. Wallace Native Fish Conservationist of the Year Award --- Sue Ireland; presented by Vaughn Paragamian:

Vaughn is the Chairman of the Native Fishes Committee of the Idaho Chapter of the American Fisheries Society which is a fraternity of fisheries and aquatic scientists, among other disciplines.  The society has a number of missions, one being public awareness of conservation issues, education and recognizes those that are outstanding in that area of science.  The AFS is broken into State Chapters, the Idaho chapter has an award called the “Richard L. Wallace Native Fish Conservationist of the Year” which Sue Ireland had been nominated and selected for the award.

Vaughn presented the award to Sue Ireland after reading her nomination letter.

Sue thanked the Kootenai Tribe and all the colleagues she’s worked with in helping her to reach and continue to obtain her goals.

*Pictures will be posted on the KVRI website, www.kootenai.org.*
Certificate of Appreciation, Vaughn Paragamian, IDFG --- Dan Dinning, KVRI Co-Chair:

Vaughn Paragamian, Idaho Department of Fish & Game was recognized by the group.  Vaughn will be retiring from IDFG.  He thanked KVRI for the tremendous amount of support throughout the years.  He commended KVRI for all the good they have done thus far but feels there is still more to be done.  Vaughn commended the Kootenai Tribe of Idaho (KTI) and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for their work to help restore the Kootenai River White Sturgeon, burbot and other species. 

Dan Dinning presented a “Certificate of Appreciation” to Vaughn Paragamian in recognition of and appreciation for his outstanding contributions to KVRI and burbot conservation and recovery.

*Pictures will be posted on the KVRI website, www.kootenai.org.*
Caribou Survey Status; Grizzly Bear & Black Bear ID Study --- Wayne Wakkinen, IDFG:

Wayne Wakkinen, IDFG, stated the caribou study he conducts every year is typically done in February and March.  So far there have been no studies conducted due to unfavorable weather conditions for flying.  Wayne has until the first week in April to gather data and then the caribou begin breaking into groups and going into spring range and then the data can’t be collected.  Wayne needs 3 - 4 days of flying.  The last 2 or 3 years prior there have not been any data collected for the caribou study.  He is hoping this year will not yield the same results. [Wayne was able to fly one day after he gave this update.  However, the survey is still not complete.]

There is a train derailment on the Idaho/Montana state line on Burlington Northern Rail Line.  There were 25 cars with 18 cars on their side.  The train cars were carrying grain.  In the past there have been problems with bears coming down to feed on the spilled grain and getting hit by trains or other vehicle traffic.  Crews are trying to clean up the mess as quickly as possible but because the section of rail road is in an unroaded area it is more difficult to get equipment into that area.

The bear resistant trash cans are still at Priest Lake, Forest Service Station.  IDFG is working with Tim Layser, Grizzly Bear Outreach Program (GBOP), who will be talking with folks in the area.  They are hoping to get the bear resistant trash cans out and in use this year.

KVRI and Kootenai Valley Sportsman’s Association recommend to IDFG development of the Black/Grizzly Bear ID Test.  IDFG Commission approved the concept to move ahead with the development of the ID test.  They are looking at voluntary use for the ID test at this time and later in the future perhaps making it mandatory, but that has not been set in place at this time.  Wayne is hoping to have the Bear ID Test up and running by this years hunting season.  He provided a power point presentation with example questions.  They will develop each test to have a set of 20 questions with immediate feedback on whether the answer was right or wrong and why.  At the completion of the test there will be a printable certificate that could aid in the Hunter’s Safety course, a biology exam in high school, etc.  IDFG received $3500.00 from Interagency Grizzly Bear Committee (IGBC) Information & Education (I&E) committee to help with the cost of the ID test.

Q & A’s:

Will anybody who hunts bear have to take this test?

Not at this time - the test will be available on the IDFG website and will purely be voluntary.  If, in the future, it becomes mandatory it may follow guidelines similar to Montana (a person will have to take the ID test before receiving their hunting license for bear).  All the details of implementation are still being worked out.
Updates:

Forestry Committee - CFLRA Proposal:

Linda McFaddan, USFS, stated USFS has started fielding questions from committee members.  On Friday, USFS was notified by the Washington, D.C. office that due to funding they have postponed the FACA committee meeting in selecting new projects.  Under the continuing resolution there is only $10 million available and most, if not all, will go towards existing projects that have already been approved last year.  Under the current budget situation they feel this is the best plan of action.  As soon as the budget improves they will reconvene the committee and move forward.  The KVRI proposal that was sent through is very good and still waiting. 

Smith/Boundary Creek Working Group:

The next meeting will be held at the Kootenai River Inn, Ktunaxa Room, on April 12th @ 5:00 p.m.  The group will revisit the proposal to re-route Smith Creek and/or make adaptations.  The group will then meet again at the end of the month, date has not been set yet, and they will continue discussions on management of Smith and Boundary Creek.

Old Business:

Libby Dam Forecast Update --- Greg Hoffman, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE):
Greg Hoffman provided handouts, available on the Kootenai Tribe’s website (www.kootenai.org), with new information for March runoff forecast and flood control calculations and sturgeon tiered flows.

Current snow packs (as of March 21) are:

· Kootenay Basin in Canada - 100% of average and 134% of last year.

· Kootenai Mainstem- 108% of average and 175% of last year.

· Kootenai Basin upstream of Bonners Ferry - 108% of average and 158% of last year 

· Moyie River Basin - 83% of average and 114% of last year.

· The entire Kootenai Basin is between 90% - 110% of average.

State- and Watershed-specific snow pack information is available at: 

http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/snowcourse/snow_rpt.html
Columbia Basin snow pack map is available at:

http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/cgibin/colusnow.pl?state=columbia_river 

* The links listed above will be available on the Kootenai Tribe’s website, www.kootenai.org. *
Q & A’s:

What is the relationship between the runoff being more than 110% of normal and what we do?

Dan is referring to the difference in Variable Flow (VARQ) flood control procedure and Standard Flood Control (SFC) procedure.  The Corps began using VARQ in 2002; VARQ is intended to store more water during the winter months to provide volume for fish flow operations in spring and summer.  However, when inflow forecast exceeds 110% of normal, VARQ reservoir elevation targets revert to SFC flood control targets (deeper draft of the reservoir to allow for more inflow storage space).    Koocanusa is currently being drafted towards the end-of-March target elevation of 2365’ (full pool is 2459’), and flows have been relatively high.  More information will be available on flows and spill testing at the April KVRI meeting.
New Business:

Boundary County Commissioners Letter of Support --- Dan Dinning, Boundary County Commissioner:

Boundary County Commissioners sent a letter of support on the grizzly bear study that was presented at KVRI’s February meeting.  KVRI did not take a stand and was not asked to.  The county was asked to join with Lincoln County and support the study.  (This letter is available on the Kootenai Tribe’s website, www.kootenai.org.)

CFLR Coalition --- Patty Perry, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho:

Patty received a letter from Will Whelan, The Nature Conservancy (TNC), making KVRI aware of CFLR Coalition.  It looks like a committee that KVRI would want to consider or support.  The goal is to secure full funding for, and ensure the success of, the Collaborative Forest Landscape Restoration (CFLR) program.  The primary activities are listed on the handout and those organizations/groups that have already signed on their support.

Patty asked the group to consider whether KVRI should sign onto the CFLR Coalition.  The group will revisit this item at the April meeting.

Robyn Miller, TNC, added one of the purposes of the Coalition is to present a broad spectrum of partners that are interested and supportive of CFLR projects and funding.  In addition to KVRI signing, each participant involved with KVRI is welcome to sign on as well.  The more partners the Coalition can show that are signed on would be better.

TNC is one of the organizers of the Coalition on the national level.

Youth Business Fair --- Sandy Ashworth, Social/Cultural/Historical; 

The Youth Business Fair is an event that has been started to promote entrepreneurial training at the high school level.  The projects are from the senior English class.  The students came up with different business ideas.  There were three (3) $200 prizes given out with 60+ people in attendance.  There were five (5) judges: Walt Kirby (Boundary County Commissioner), Connie Wells (Bonners Ferry City Council Woman), Mike Sloan (Boundary Economic Development Council, Director), Carolyn Testa (Local Business Woman), and Anita Stockdale-Woods (Bonners Ferry Chamber of Commerce/Panhandle State Bank).  

The Business Fair was inspired by Under the Sun, winning a state award last year.  Under the Sun was a project completed by Kynsie Yount, former Bonners Ferry High School Student, as her English assignment.
Next Meeting:

The next meeting will be held on April 18th at the Boundary County Library at 6:00 p.m.; the meeting was adjourned at 8:17 p.m.
