Draft Meeting Minutes

Kootenai Valley Resource Initiative

March 19th, 2012 - 7:00 p.m., Boundary County Extension Office
Bonners Ferry, Idaho

Committee Members in Attendance:

Dan Dinning, Boundary County Commissioner & KVRI Co-Chair

Ron Abraham, (alt.) Kootenai Tribe of Idaho & KVRI Co-Chair

Tom Mayo, (alt.) City of Bonners Ferry & KVRI Co-Chair

Tony McDermott, Idaho Fish & Game Commission

Mac Lefebvre, (alt.) Business/Industry

Linda McFaddan, (alt.) U.S. Forest Service - Idaho Panhandle National Forest

Ed Atkins, Jr., Corporate Ag

Jim Cadnum, (alt.) Industrial Forest

Dave Wattenbarger, Soil Conservation District/Ag Landowner

Sandy Ashworth, Social/Cultural/Historical

Patty Perry, KVRI Facilitator, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Kristin James, KVRI Recording Secretary, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Agency/Others in Attendance:

Eric Besaw, Idaho Department of Lands

Kevin Greenleaf, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Ree Brannon, Natural Resource Conservation Service – Bonners Ferry

Kurt Pavlat, Bureau of Land Management

Chip Corsi, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Harry Miskovish, Kootenai Valley Sportsman Association 

Lewis Rich, Bonner County Commissioner

Pam Stout, Boundary County Resident

Carl Stout, Boundary County Resident

Douglas Evans, Mayor of Moyie Springs

Tom Duarte, Boundary County Resident

Michael Sloan, Boundary Economic Development Council

Colet Allen, Boundary County Resident

Dianna Ellis, Kootenai National Wildlife Refuge

Dave Gray, (alt.) Social/Cultural/Historical 

Wayne Wakkinen, Idaho Department of Fish & Game
Aaron Calkins, Congressman Raul Labrador

Sid Smith, Senator Jim Risch

Karen Roetter, Senator Mike Crapo

Opening:

Ron Abraham opened and welcomed everyone to the meeting; introductions followed.  
The group approved draft minutes of February 13th, 2012 meeting by consensus.  

KVRI has been operating for 11 years with very little turn over in board members.  Because of larger than normal meetings in January & February, the usual “Birthday Celebration” was postponed until the March meeting.  All those in attendance helped celebrate KVRI’s success for 11 years by sharing carrot cake.

Updates:

Forestry Committee --- Patty Perry:

The Forest Service – Bonners Ferry District -- in partnership with KVRI, has received approximately $12 million over the course of the next 10 years to complete restoration work on the District managed lands.  When the group submitted the Collaborative Forest Landscape Restoration Act (CFLRA) proposal they had to submit projects that were NEPA ready, meaning they had already undergone the public process.  

The committee has been busy with CFLRA work.  The last meeting was held at the Kootenai Tribal Office on February 27th where the group walked through all the NEPA-ready project opportunities and prioritized them for completion this year.  Linda McFaddan, Forest Service (FS) District Ranger, walked the board through the projects the committee is recommending to move ahead with.  (Documents will be included at the end of the minutes and also available on the Kootenai Tribe’s website, www.kootenai.org).  All the projects listed will be implemented this year.
The FS has also notified the Border Patrol of current road maintenance and road decommissioning proposed this year.  The promise was made that the roads would remain on the landscape and available for use to Border Patrol on an “as needed” basis.

The Board approved by consensus the Forestry Committee to move ahead with the recommended projects as proposed. 
In other exciting committee news the group has been working together on the Twenty Mile Creek Project.  Once the weather begins changing the group will host specialists, including Russ Graham, to provide an in depth look at treatment options and dealing with projects in bear management units (bmu’s).
The group will meet again on March 22nd at 9:00 a.m. at the Kootenai Tribal Office looking at multi-party monitoring that needs to accompany the CFLRP projects.  The group will review maps and take a look for other projects to complete in the coming years and begin the NEPA process for projects that are 2 years out (note this meeting was canceled due to bad weather).

Also, the following committee meeting has been set for April 24th at the Kootenai Tribal Office at 1:30 p.m.

TMDL Committee:

The TMDL committee will meet on April 4th at 8:00 a.m. at the Kootenai Tribal Office.  The group will ground truth each stream segment considered by DEQ for a TMDL.  At 10:00 a.m. the group will join a webinar on Effectiveness Monitoring; lunch will be provided.  If the group has not completed their agenda, they will continue into the afternoon as time allows.
Old Business:

KVRI to Submit Comments to FWS --- Patty Perry:
The board had asked for a letter to be drafted for comments regarding Proposed Critical Habitat Designation for Woodland Caribou.  Patty has put together a preliminary draft letter; however she is gathering more information to add additional comments in the letter.  She would like to collect comments and information within the next week or so to allow the board to review the final letter at the next KVRI meeting.  
A handout was provided to the KVRI group from Ben Conard, FWS, in his absence.    He provided the following information:
· The FWS is working at the request of Boundary County Commissioners with Chairman Smith to settle on a date and venue for a county commissioner’s-sponsored information meeting.

· The FWS will host an additional information meeting and public hearing on Saturday April 28th at Boundary County High School.  Details are being widely circulated and will continue to be made available.

· The requested extension of public comments will reopen very soon for an additional 60 days.  The reopen period will be preceded by a press release.

· As a reminder, once the economic analysis is finalized and published, an additional 30 day comment period will begin (during which time comments on all caribou critical habitat related matters will be taken).

The comment was made that FWS should have someone knowledgeable on the topic of caribou to present at the informational meetings.
Tony McDermott added that he had forwarded a study from Dr. Tom Bergerude from British Columbia titled "The Caribou Conservation Conundrum."  He thought it was an interesting paper and one that is worth the read. Patty agreed to forward to the KVRI group the following day. Tony also had a meeting request and met with Mike Leahy, of Defenders of Wildlife, at the IDFG Region Headquarters in Coeur d'Alene to discuss gaining public support for Selkirk caribou in North Idaho.  Mr. Leahy would like to attend a KVRI meeting to better understand the KVRI process.
Purcell Augmented Caribou Herd --- Canadian Efforts:

An email was distributed regarding Canadian efforts to help augment a herd of caribou in East Kootenay.  The Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations are using radio collars armed with GPS to track and monitor their movements.  Wolves and mountain lions in the area have also been fitted with GPS radio collars to help track caribou and predator interactions so they can make better informed decisions on future management.

Bear Safety Brochure:

KVRI received a package of Bear Safety Brochures distributed by GBOP (Grizzly Bear Outreach Program).  Wayne Wakkinen shared he had reviewed the content of the brochure before it went to printing.  The brochures will be made available at the different events where KVRI displays information -- for public outreach (i.e. Earth Day Fair, Boundary County Fair, etc.).

Trust for Public Lands Request for Support:

Robert Rasmussen, Trust for Public Lands (TPL), has presented information to the group before.  The most recent was a Forest Legacy Project that was a good fit with The Nature Conservancy (TNC) projects that were currently taking place in the McArthur Lake area.  In the past TPL has asked for support for a project.  Currently they are asking for support for funding of the Forest Legacy Program.  Some members of the board expressed concern that KVRI has not lobbied for funding, with the exception of the CFLRA however those funds were lobbied on behalf of KVRI by individuals not KVRI as a group.  It was expressed that KVRI should not cross into the political realm, but we could resend the letter of support the group had originally agreed upon supporting the TPL in the Forest Legacy Project at McArthur Lake.

Letter of Support for Billy Barquin on Federal Advisory Committee:
Included in the packets for the board was the KVRI requested letter of support for the nomination of Billy Barquin to the National Advisory Committee for Implementation of the National Forest System Land Management Planning Rule.

Twenty Mile Creek Project --- 30 Day Comment Period Open:

Public scoping letter received for KVRI regarding the Twenty Mile Creek Project.  Comments can be submitted until April 2nd, 2012.

North Zone Roadside Salvage Environmental Assessment:

The project comment period has been extended a few days due to an error in publishing the Notice for Comments in the Coeur d’Alene Press.  The new Notice was published on 3/21 and the comment period extends for 30 days from that date.  For more information please contact Anita Hanson, USFS, 208-267-5561.

KVRI on Facebook:

KVRI now has a Facebook page.  The page is very basic; however more information and documents will be uploaded soon.
RAC (Resource Advisory Committee) Funds Received:
The final papers have been completed and signed for the transfer of $20k from Idaho Panhandle RAC to Boundary County to help fund Facilitation/Technical Assistance for projects – including the proposed project in the Twenty Mile Creek area.  

Next Meeting:

The next meeting will be held on April 16th, 2012 at the Boundary County Extension Office at 7:00 p.m.; the meeting was adjourned at 8:08 p.m.
