Draft Meeting Minutes

KVRI Forestry Sub-Committee

February 27th, 2011 – 1:30 p.m., Kootenai Tribal Office - Bonners Ferry, Idaho

In Attendance:

Doug Nishek, U.S. Forest Service – BF Ranger District – Project Planner

Brad Smith, Idaho Conservation League

Dan Dinning, Boundary County Commissioner/KVRI Co-Chair
Jennifer Porter, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho/KVRI Co-Chair

Colleen Trese, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Dianna Ellis, Kootenai National Wildlife Refuge

Dave Wattenbarger, Soil Conservation District/KVRI Board Member
Aaron Calkins, U.S. Representative Labrador

Barry Wynsma, Boundary County Citizen
Bob Blanford, Idaho Forest Group/KVRI Board Member

Dave Gray, Boundary County Citizen/KVRI Alt. Board Member

Diana Jones, U.S. Forest Service – Nez Perce/Clearwater Collaborative

Anita Hanson, U.S. Forest Service – BF Ranger District

Larry Kaiser, Bureau of Land Management

Don Allenberg, Corporate Ag/KVRI Alt. Board Member
Linda McFaddan, U.S. Forest Service – Ranger, BF District

Mike Petersen, Lands Council

Wayne Wakkinen, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Nancy Kertis, U.S. Forest Service – BF Ranger District

Karen Roetter, Senator Mike Crapo

Sid Smith, Senator Jim Risch

Kennon McClintock, The Nature Conservancy/KVRI Alt. Board Member
Cleve Shearer, Boundary County Citizen
Pat Behrens, U.S. Forest Service – BF Ranger District – Silviculturist

Jennifer Anderson, U.S. Forest Service – BF Ranger District – Fuels Reductions

Kevin Greenleaf, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Brandon Glaza, U.S. Forest Service – BF Ranger District – Hydrologist

Alan Flory, Boundary County Citizen/Contractor

Gerri Ann Howlett, U.S. Forest Service – BF Ranger District - 

Patty Perry, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho & KVRI Facilitator 

Kristin James, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho & KVRI Recording Secretary

Opening:

Patty Perry welcomed everyone to the meeting; introductions followed.  
Twenty Mile Project Discussion – Update/Next Steps/Timelines:

The group has been working on a project proposal for the Twenty Mile Creek area.  The focus has been on putting together a Purpose & Needs statement.  At the last meeting the group finalized their thoughts and Doug Nishek, USFS, put them together into a draft Purpose & Need document which was provided to the group for review (Handout---30 Day Notice for Comments, Twenty Mile Creek). The group was provided a draft copy of the Scoping Letter and a summary of what the group has come up with as issues to address in the Twenty Mile Creek area.  This will be published for comment.  The group took the opportunity to review the draft letter and came up with the following changes/edits:
· Typo on the graph (ml should be lm)

· 3919 needs to be defined for the public to understand

· Concern that a listing for possible road treatments, but exact miles are not yet known until the analysis is complete

· Pg. 3 --- clarify #3, Bullet 2 --- Need to explain in further detail diversity on white pine (Pat Behrens)
· Define current conditions of the project area with more detail --- help to clarify why the project is proposed

· Under Purpose & Need include more detail about vegetation clearing along the roadsides (utilization of small fuels along the roadside)

· More identification on roads that will be decommissioned

· Firm biology on lynx and rabbits, would help to have firm numbers

The next step will be Public Scoping.  Doug will incorporate comments from the group and get the Scoping letter out to the public by the end of the week and begin the 30 day comment period.  The group agreed by consensus to move ahead to Public Scoping.  [Note: Mike Petersen stated he is observing]

After the 30 day comment period has closed, USFS will synthesize comments and bring them back to the group to review and determine how to address the comments or incorporate in an alternative.

Patty wanted to mention that Paul Hessberg, USFS, was scheduled to provide a presentation to the KVRI Board and Forestry Committee on March 19th, however he has had a family emergency and postponed the meeting date.

CFLRA Project Review – 2012 Work:

For those that aren’t aware, KVRI has been awarded CFLRA funds.  The proposal that was submitted identified NEPA ready projects.  This year $323,000 has to be obligated.  Aside from East Fork Meadow Creek, the projects that have been listed have had parts of the project previously implemented.  (HANDOUT---KVRI CFLRP Opportunities for Projects FY2012)  Anita Hanson, USFS, went back thru old NEPA documents and compiled all the opportunities that exist from projects that did not have enough money to get everything completed on the ground for one reason or another.

The question came up whether there was an ability to adjust yearly targets between the categories to help utilize all the funds for each given year; determine  whether projects can be moved around based on priority, and if funds can be obligated for the next year.  The answer to all the questions was unknown at the time but Linda will contact Eugene DeGayner R1, USFS, and get an answer back to the group as soon as possible.

As the group reviewed the handout (attached) concerns, determinations, and project order was as follows:

Reforestation:

· The group agreed to move ahead with Kitkatkee #2, Ruby Copper #12 (41 acres) and Pipe Dream #8 replanting (20 acres) as outlined by USFS, completing 61/115 acres target

Pre-commercial Thinning (Listed by Priority):

· USFS made strong recommendation to move ahead with W. Mission Gillon and E. Fork Boulder (206 acres)

· Group consensus to complete W. Mission Gillon, E. Fork Boulder and Italian Peak (488 acres) if targets are able to be moved, otherwise W. Mission Gillon and E. Fork Boulder will be completed with 44 acres of Italian Peak being completed.

Prescribed Burn:

· Site Prep Burns are completed each year; no funds through CFLRP for burns but targets have been set.

· Federal money may be available to be used for future habitat improvement burns --- consider a group partner and use the money as a match for CFLRP.  

Invasive Plant Management:

· 400 acres are done annually on the BFRD on roads approved with NEPA as described on a list of roads (handout) 

· E. Fork Meadow Creek project includes (50 acres) available for weed treatments, that can be used to meet targets.  
· Group agreed E. Fork Meadow Creek project should to be completed first and the remaining roads (350 acres) will be prioritized by USFS District Office.

Culvert Upgrades:

· Target can be met under road project in E. F Meadow Creek, to help improve the Stewardship Contract salability.  Matching FS funds will come from Retained Receipts from a previous stewardship project. Roads needed for haul route need to be reconstructed for hauling standard.  Water quality issues are being addressed and culverts are severely under standard.
· Group agreed by consensus to move ahead with East Fork Meadow Creek 3 culvert replacements.

Fish Passage Culvert Replacement:

· East Fork Meadow Creek project will construct a bridge on road 2499B over the Meadow Creek rather than culvert for the aquatic fish passage.  USFS will utilize an existing bridge to use for this project.

· Group agreed by consensus to move ahead with East Fork Meadow Creek --- 2499B

Road Decommission:

· East Fork Meadow Creek (1 mile relocation road 2499B) is still proceeding thru the NEPA process. A part of the road project discussed above (culverts & AOP) will also include decommissioning the old road/trail after the relocations.
· Ruby Copper (27 miles) – there are only enough funds to complete $80k of work (approximately 8 miles of road).
· Group decided to allow USFS to internally prioritize road decommission projects, but directed them to prioritize roads that re in the worst condition first.  USFS will bring a list of prioritized roads back to the group at the next meeting.

Road Maintenance:

· Need to choose 30 of the 67 miles listed in the handout. 

· Brandon Glaza, BFRD Hydrologist, will speak with Mike Tymrak, BFRD Road Manager/Sale Administrator regarding roads that deal with TMDL’s and watershed concerns.

· Group agreed to have Brandon and Mike put together a list of prioritized roads first for TMDL’s and then all remaining roads, and then bring the list back to the group.

Patty mentioned that Mary Farnsworth, USFS Supervisor, determined it’s critical that Idaho Panhandle National Forest (IPNF) have a 5-year Plan for efficiency to accomplish projects, where to best utilize funds, and to ensure everyone across the forest knows what’s going on.  She’s asked for a couple of representatives from each of the collaboratives to join her.  She’s held one meeting and requested attendance.  She made it clear that if a person misses a meeting, they need to be responsible to keep up and attend as many as possible.  She plans to have the document completed by June.  There is every opportunity to participate.  It is not a FACA or Advisory Committee; she simply wants to visit with the collaboratives as she leads her staff through the process.  To represent KVRI Dan Dinning and Patty Perry were asked to attend.  Mike Petersen and others were asked to attend for the Panhandle Forest Coalition.  As the plan moves forward, information will be shared back and forth to the KVRI group.  Patty will bring updates back to the group and if there are any thoughts the group has, she or Dan can take those thoughts to the Planning Group.
Mike Petersen shared he felt it was a logical step between the forest plan and projects the USFS puts out.  By the time USFS puts a project out for scoping a lot of time has been invested.  The 5 year plan is a tool that will help guide and coordinate efforts for individual district projects.

Dan Dinning expressed his gratitude to have the community represented at the table.  It’s a huge step in community involvement on behalf of the USFS that’s much appreciated.
Wrap Up & Next Meeting;

Topics and discussion for the next meeting will include:

· Update on comments from Public Scoping and approach as a group for Twenty Mile Creek Project
· Update on priorities, contracts, and work to be completed for CFLRP Projects

· Linda report back to group on funding allocations and moving targets for CFLRP Projects

· USFS will provide BMP’s to the group at the next meeting

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 24th at 1:30 p.m. at the Kootenai Tribal Office.  The group was reminded of the Monitoring meeting coming up on March 22nd and encouraged to attend. 
