Meeting Minutes

Kootenai Valley Resource Initiative

February 25th, 2008 – 7:02 p.m., Boundary County Extension Office

Bonners Ferry, Idaho

Committee Members in Attendance:

Gary Aitken Sr., Kootenai Tribal Council, KVRI Co-Chair

Dave Gray, (alternate) City of Bonners Ferry & KVRI Co-Chair

Dan Dinning, Boundary County Commissioners & KVRI Co-Chair

Bob Blanford, Business/Industry

Jim Cadnum, Landowner/Industrial

Tony McDermott, Fish & Wildlife 

Justin Petty, Conservationist/Environmentalist
Linda McFaddan, Federal Lands

Dave Wattenbarger, Ag Landowner

Sandy Ashworth, Social/Cultural/Historical

Patty Perry, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho & KVRI Facilitator

Kristin James, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho & KVRI Recording Secretary

Agency/Others in Attendance:

Chip Corsi, Idaho Fish & Game

Mark Compton, U.S. Governor Butch Otter

Robyn Miller, The Nature Conservancy

Jamie Davis, Boundary County Soil Conservation District

Kurt Pavlat, Bureau of Land Management

Darrell Kerby, Citizen

Patty Kerby, Citizen

Elaine Guthrie, Citizen

Mitch Silvers, U.S. Senator Mike Crapo

Tom Buckley, U.S. Fish & Wildlife

Scott Soults, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Karen Roetter, U.S. Senator Mike Crapo

Tina Jacobson, U.S. Congressman Bill Sali

Terry Guthrie, Boundary County Weed Superintendent
Mike Gondek, U.S. Department of Agriculture – NRCS

Chan Nagel, Citizen

Barbara Nagel, Citizen

Opening:

Dan Dinning started by welcoming everyone to the meeting; introductions followed.

Appreciation for Darrell Kerby:

Darrell Kerby, former Mayor of Bonners Ferry, had served on the KVRI Board as a Co-Chair since the beginning of the organization, in 2001.  Since his term as Mayor has expired, his seat as a KVRI Co-Chair goes to the new Mayor, Dave Anderson.

In honor of Darrell’s hard work and excellent leadership, each member of the group took the opportunity to give their thanks and appreciation.  Some members brought “fun” gifts and others spoke from their hearts.  There were many memories shared and nearly a few tears shed.  The KVRI Board presented Darrell with a plaque of appreciation, and what would a celebration be without cake?
After members enjoyed the delicious cake it was time to get back to business.  The minutes from the January 28th meeting were approved by consensus.
Discussions:

Boundary County Milfoil Project:
 

Terry “Duke” Guthrie, Boundary County Weed Superintendent, brought a slide show for the group to view.  There were several graphic pictures of Eurasian Milfoil infestations along the Kootenai River.  Currently there are 505 acres of infested waters between Port Hill and Bonners Ferry.  There are two major noxious weeds overtaking the native plants, such as common elodea, in the Kootenai River at this time; Eurasian milfoil and curly leaf pondweed, which  Is not as aggressive as Eurasian Milfoil but more difficult to control. Approximately 90% of the vegetation in the Kootenai at this time is non-native species. This condition will eventually lead to the loss of aquatic bio-diversity necessary to maintain a healthy and productive aquatic eco system. 
 

The milfoil has quickly adapted to the Kootenai River system.  It has begun flowering in the middle of October, which is unusual for that type of weed.  A normal flowering cycle would begin in July or August and be finished flowering by the 1st of September.  There aren’t a lot of reproductions through the seed heads.  Most of the repopulation occurs from the plant fragmenting and being transported to other locations.
 

The milfoil outgrows and overtakes the native vegetation by growing over the tops and laying down on the native vegetation.  The plant begins at two bands that can be anywhere from 8 to 12 feet wide.  In a couple years they grow together to form a dense mat that becomes a complete mono-culture of Eurasian milfoil.
 

Idaho legislature granted the county with funds to help clean up the milfoil because they recognize that the Kootenai River is one of the most important water systems to Boundary County.  There was $4 million appropriated in 2007 and another $4 million appropriated this year to control Eurasian milfoil throughout the state of Idaho. 
One of the challenges the county faces in their fight against the milfoil are the implications to Kootenai River Sturgeon and the recovery efforts being undertaken by the Kootenai Tribe and state & federal agencies.  Lots of work has been accomplished in the past several years.  The scientists for USFWS have been working with the County to provide a better understanding of possible affects on Sturgeon; test results are not yet available.

 

Currently the county has proposed to apply for a grant that will allow for several test sites to be set up along the river.  They are looking at having possibly 5 test sites containing 4 acres a piece to try and establish if the milfoil can be controlled with registered aquatic herbicides.  
Committee Updates:

TMDL Sub-committee:

Patty Perry stated the next TMDL meeting will be scheduled for April 11th at 8:00 a.m. at the Kootenai Tribal Office.  The comment period for the integrated report ended on February 20th.  Several members provided written comment to Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) asking that they reconsider Blue Joe listing.  Local DEQ staff mentioned that the State office has provided the draft, is not likely to consider our concerns about the Blue Joe listing in Section 5 for this document.

The Kootenai Tribe just received a letter from EPA stating that they will be considering DEQ’s 2008 Integrated Report and would like to know if the Tribe would like to have government to government consultation.  The tribe opted to reserve the opportunity meet with EPA.  If DEQ is not responsive to the suggestions of the KVRI Board (WAG), TMDL committee members, and Tribe, the Tribal Council may request consultation.  There may be a response back from DEQ before the next KVRI meeting.

Grizzly Bear Sub-committee:

Patty explained the grant application was submitted to TransCanada, thanks to Scott Soults, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho, and Wayne Wakkinen.  She has received positive comments back, but she hasn’t heard if they’ve been awarded the funds.  The application was for a new stuffed bear to display along with C.J. to help educate the community.
Closing Comments/Meeting Announcements
Wolf Delisting Decision:
Tony McDermott stated the USFWS wolf delisting decision was announced on February 21, effective February 28.  There were 65 wolves introduced into the Distinct Population Area (Montana, Wyoming, Idaho and a portion of Utah, Oregon, and Washington); 30 introduced into Yellowstone National Park and 35 into central Idaho.  Initially the Idaho Legislature and most of its people did not want wolves, but now realize that because of the USFWS efforts that they are here to stay.  The IDFG is working on the State wolf plan that will be approved by the IDFG Commission on March 6.  The recovery goal for the DPS was to allow for 30 packs and 300 wolves in the three State areas.  Idaho agreed to 15 packs/breeding pairs and approximately 150 wolves.  At the end of 2007 Idaho had 85 packs, 43 breeding pairs and a minimum of 750 wolves.  The departments plan is to treat them as big game animals similar to bears and mountain lions.  There will be a hunting season in the fall of 2008 with the goal of reducing the population to 2005 levels (approximately 500 animals).  It is expected that the environmental community will file law suits in-order to prevent or delay de-listing.  The recent modification to the 10J rule resulted in a 40 page law suit from Earth Justice filed in Montana representing a number of environmental organizations.  
Chan Nagel introduced a book called The Wolves of Alaska by Jim Rearden.  He recommended the book for either side of the controversy.  He asked why the USFWS did not get the wolves from Alaska instead of procuring them from Canada.  The answer was that they felt the wolves in Alaska did not have a similar background as far as ecosystem and prey.  They thought it would be easier on the wolves to get them from Canada rather than Alaska so they would not have to adapt as much to their new territories.  

Next Meeting:

The next meeting will be held on March 17th, 2008 at the Boundary County Extension Office.

The meeting was adjourned at about 8:45 p.m.
