Meeting Minutes

Kootenai Valley Resource Initiative

February 23rd, 2009 – 7:03 p.m., Boundary County Extension Office

Bonners Ferry, Idaho

Committee Members in Attendance:

Dave Gray, (alt.) City of Bonners Ferry, KVRI Co-Chair
Dan Dinning, Boundary County Commissioner, KVRI Co-Chair
Jennifer Porter, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho, KVRI Co-Chair

Bob Blanford, Business/Industry

Jim Cadnum, (alt.) Landowner/Industrial
Linda McFaddan, (alt.) U.S. Forest Service-Panhandle National Forest

Tony McDermott, Idaho Fish & Game Commission

Sandy Ashworth, Social/Cultural/Historical

Justin Petty, Conservationist/Environmentalist
Patty Perry, KVRI Facilitator, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Kristin James, KVRI Recording Secretary, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Agency/Others in Attendance:

Karen Roetter, Senator Mike Crapo’s Office
Matt Roetter, Citizen
Wayne Wakkinen, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Mike Sloan, Boundary Economic Development Council

Greg Hoffman, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Shelley Landry, Congressman Walt Minnick 

Dave Anderson, Mayor City of Bonners Ferry
Opening:

Dan Dinning started by welcoming everyone to the meeting; introductions followed.

Presentations:

Coordinator Update – Draft Concepts Federal Land Legislation/Owyhee Initiative Presentation

Patty Perry reported that in the last few weeks she had been requested to visit with Bob Boeh of Idaho Forest Group (arranged by Bob Blanford, KVRI Board) regarding potential for Federal Land Legislation, of which portions of a beginning concept are in Boundary County.  He was wondering if it was the type of effort KVRI might take a part in.  After a first visit, she suggested to Bob Boeh that there are folks in the community who, in past years, have been familiar with and discussed some of the areas and would have a better understanding of community thoughts.  She suggested a visit with Dan Dinning & and possibly Darrell Kerby (because of his prior interest in Long Canyon) to share his concept with.  Bob did visit with the two mentioned & Patty.  Dan agreed to discuss it with the co-chairs of KVRI.  

The beginning (draft) concept/principles that were shared:

1) Trade state land in the Selkirk Crest Management area for Forest Service timber land in the Hall Mtn. area

2) Agree to designate Scotchman Peak Wilderness and a Restoration Forestry/Stewardship Management area in the vicinity of Tungsten/Bussard Mountain area

3) Agree to Federal protection for Salmo Priest, Long Canyon, Parker Canyon (i.e. National Recreation Area, National Park or wilderness) and Restoration Forestry/Stewardship Management area north of Priest River

4) Provide for private land exchanges, conservation easements, Federal legacy dollars, etc. (i.e. Forest Capital, Stimson, Idaho Forest Group, etc.)

Bob Boeh also, with help from Intermountain Forestry Association, had asked Senator Crapo’s staff who worked on the Owyhee Initiative (land legislation) to come to Coeur d’Alene & share information on their collaborative effort.  He invited the co-chairs & Patty to attend. 

The KVRI co-chairs met prior to the meeting in Coeur d’Alene.  They discussed the draft concept proposed and decided there was only one area which was within the boundaries KVRI works with.  The approach of KVRI has always been from a management or need perspective for a piece of ground, rather than to use a piece of land to gain or trade with to get another piece of land to be utilized for something else.  The approach has been to look at an area, Myrtle Creek for example, and protect the drinking water, fisheries values and other values.  The group would work from a science based perspective as far as what can be done, what could be treated and how the group might be effective in those areas.  This suggested concept would be much different than the original proposal.  

The three co-chairs agreed to send Patty to the meeting in Coeur d’Alene (they were unavailable). She distributed information on the Owyhee Initiative that was shared during the meeting.  She asked that everyone look over the information.  She stated there are some commonalities between KVRI and the Owyhee Initiative, mainly that collaboration isn’t easy and isn’t always fun and it takes time and a lot of work.  It definitely isn’t anything that usually gets resolved within a few months.

Bob Boeh mentioned at the meeting that his proposal had received some support; Patty related that the information she was aware of (she’d be given clearly from the co-chairs), was that the city/county/Tribe did not lend support for this project in the format that was presented.  Patty said she felt at the time that it was important for her to share this information, because Bob Boeh had mentioned that he had floated the draft around our community & it could be misunderstood that it had support from our community.  

Patty wanted to brief the KVRI Board, as this is a topic that maybe be pursued & she want the members to be aware of the discussions.  She also noted that there may be management opportunities in some of the areas, but as the first concepts and principles have been presented, it isn’t an approach KVRI generally takes.

Dave Anderson stated that much of what they proposed was not pertinent to our area.  He added the program is far reaching from what the group generally does, and has been painted with a very broad brush.    

Patty added other attendees of the meeting in Coeur d’Alene included:


Shelley Landry, Congressman Walt Minnick


Karen Roetter, Senator Mike Crapo, N. Idaho


Layne Bangerter, State Director for Senator Crapo


Bob Boeh, Idaho Forest Group


Jim Riley, Intermountain Forest Association


Serena Carlson, Intermountain Forest Association


Jane Fritz, Environmental Writer (The Idaho Mythweaver, Inc.)

Dan Dinning added that KVRI group has always operated on a cliché phrase: “Keep things in the light of day”, reminding us it’s important to share information.   

Draft Minutes of January 26th, 2009:
At this time Mayor Anderson left due to illness.  Dan Dinning asked for minutes from January 26th be approved if there were no corrections or additions; minutes were approved by consensus.  
Wildlife Refuge-CCP Process & Update:

Dianna Ellis, Kootenai National Wildlife Refuge, came to the KVRI group and briefed everyone on the Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP) process.  She passed around packets of information for the group to view.  

Every National Wildlife Refuge was mandated by Congress under the Refuge Improvement Act of 1997 to complete a CCP.  It is a 15 year plan which states why the refuge was originally established and what programs it is currently offers.  Kootenai Refuge was established primarily to provide habitat for migratory waterfowl.  The plan involves NEPA so it is available for public comment.  It looks at all the programs and analyzes what should or shouldn’t be offered.  Her presentation was given through a PowerPoint which will be available on the Kootenai Tribal website, www.kootenai.org.   

During the presentation, Dianna pointed out a slide pertaining to an area of land which has been proposed for a land exchange with Idaho Department of Lands (IDL).  The IDL approached the Service with an informal proposal to exchange (or lease) a 120 acre State-owned parcel of Deep Creek floodplain immediately south of the Refuge for a portion of the Refuge’s forest land of equal value.  The forest land could be logged by IDL to provide revenue for schools.    Some of the questions the Refuge is putting out to the public include:

· How should the Refuge reduce fire risk in forest habitat while providing high quality habitat for wildlife?

· Should the Refuge exchange some of its forest land with the IDL, for bottomland habitat along Deep Creek?

Questions & Answers:
How much money to fund the refuge come from duck stamps?  

Dianna stated it’s the only official program where $0.98 of every dollar is set aside to buy the land initially.  The money does not provide funds for operating costs.

Have there been considerations to analyze fuel reductions management? 

It has been looked at and could provide some revenue for the Refuge.  

Is there big game hunting within the timbered area? 

Dianna stated all the timbered area on the west side of Westside Road and the west side of Lions Den Road is open for big game hunting.

How serious is the consideration on the land swap?  

Dianna stated the seriousness depends upon public comment.  No final decision either way has been made. 

Dianna added as a federal agency, the Refuge makes revenue sharing payments to the county.  The payments usually average around $15k for the county to spend as they see fit.

Why can’t the Refuge offer pheasant hunting for two days when duck hunting is not being offered?  

Dianna stated that pheasants are non-native to North America and therefore, cannot be stocked on a National Wildlife Refuge.  The Refuge could offer a hunting season for pheasants for a few years, but what happens when all of the pheasants get killed off?  Dianna suggested that Justin make comments specifying how a possible pheasant hunt could be managed.  Chip Corsi added that Camas Refuge could possibly be a good model to use for a possible pheasant hunt.

Can a community advisory committee be formed to help advise the Refuge on projects and programs?  
Dianna was unsure of the process and would need to check.
If there are any questions, comments or rumors, Dianna offered to help clarify any points she is able to.  The comment date close has been extended to March 25th.

Idaho Department of Fish & Game-Caribou Movement Analysis:

Wayne Wakkinen briefed the group on the modeling movement corridors of the woodland caribou.  His power point presentation will be available on the Kootenai Tribal website, www.kootenai.org.  

Wayne brought a few points to the group after the conclusion of his presentation.  He wanted to make if clear regarding the Trapper Creek Burn Area; if the court order had not happened the corridor in question would probably not have been modeled.  He also added there were only 3 caribou located in the Idaho & Washington area during last winter’s census.  That number probably isn’t much higher, if any, during other parts of the year.

Other Updates:
Smith Creek Working Group

A brief meeting was held to get Colleen Trese, Jeff Knetter’s replacement, introduced to folks on the committee and to give her a run down on what took place after Jeff headed to Boise.  The next meeting will be held in April.

Old Business:

Grizzly Bear Mount:

Patty stated the bear is in the States in the freezer at the taxidermists.  All the labor is being done for free by John Thomas and the cost and everything comes up to just under $2k.  The Grizzly Bear Committee is going to notify TransCanada of the complete costs and offer to either give back the remainder of the money received from the donation or ask to use the money elsewhere.
New Business:

Floodplain Easement money available through Stimulus Bill:  

Justin Petty stated he received documentation regarding $140 million which may be available for flood plain easement.  Dianna Ellis stated she had seen the same documentation.  Justin asked Senator Crapo’s staff if they knew more information or if they could clarify the document.  Karen Roetter was not aware of that much money being offered but provided to the group a website where they could view the final stimulus bill:  www.thomas.gov. After reaching the website click on the link labeled:  HR1: The American Recovery & Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Stimulus Bill).  

Next Meeting:

The next meeting will be held on March 16th, 2009 at the Boundary County Extension Office.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:58 p.m.

