Meeting Minutes

Kootenai Valley Resource Initiative

November 21st, 2011 - 7:00 p.m., Boundary County Extension Office
Bonners Ferry, Idaho

Committee Members in Attendance:

Dan Dinning, Boundary County Commissioner & KVRI Co-Chair

Ron Abraham, (alt.) Kootenai Tribe of Idaho & KVRI Co-Chair

Tony McDermott, Idaho Fish & Game Commission

Bob Blanford, Business/Industry

Linda McFaddan, (alt.) U.S. Forest Service - Idaho Panhandle National Forest

Don Allenberg, (alt.) Corporate Ag

Jim Cadnum, (alt.) Industrial Forest

Dave Wattenbarger, Soil Conservation District/Ag Landowner

Patty Perry, KVRI Facilitator, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Kristin James, KVRI Recording Secretary, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Agency/Others in Attendance:

Kennon McClintock, The Nature Conservancy

Doug Evans, Mayor Moyie Springs

Lee Pinkerton, Observer

Ben Conard, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Melissa Conard, Observer
Norm Merz, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Kevin Greenleaf, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Ree Brannon, Natural Resources Conservation Service

Opening:

Ron Abraham opened and welcomed everyone to the meeting; introductions followed.

Draft Minutes Approval:

The group approved draft minutes of October 24th, 2011 meeting by consensus.  
Presentations:
Idaho Department of Fish & Game (IDFG) Wolverine Study --- Dan Dinning:

Information was shared with the KVRI group of a wolverine hair snare study that will be taking place in the Selkirks.  Since IDFG staff was not able to attend the meeting – the topic was rescheduled for the January KVRI meeting for further discussion.
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS) Caribou Proposed Critical Habitat --- Ben Conard:

The rule for Critical Habitat Designation has been submitted and will publish in the Federal Register immediately after Thanksgiving Holiday.  The proposal will then be subject to a 60 day public comment period.  A year from now a final determination will be made to list the critical habitat or not, depending on the comments and how it goes through the process.  Activities that FWS currently consults on will remain to be required for consultation under the critical habitat designation.  It does not set up additional wilderness, does not designate a national wildlife refuge, and does not affect private property unless it has a federal nexus.  For example, a permit that a private landowner is working through the federal government with may require the federal government to consult with FWS if issuing the permit may affect caribou habitat.  However, such consultation would be required with or without Critical Habitat designation).  There was discussion and concern about the additional “layer” of designation and if it would open doors to possible litigation.

FWS has agreed to come back (January 9th KVRI meeting) before the 60 day comment period ends to provide a better detailed presentation complete with maps and FWS biologists knowledgeable with Caribou species.  That meeting date has not been set yet.

Some in attendance asked if data from Idaho Fish & Game habitat studies has been considered & strongly encouraged FWS to recognize the value in the knowledge base that Idaho Fish & Game biologists have regarding Caribou & their habitat in the Selkirks.  

Updates:

Smith/Boundary Creek Management Group --- Dave Wattenbarger:

The committee met earlier in the day but did not have a quorum so there were no decisions made, however the group reviewed the 5-year plan, fall activities that had taken place, and laid out plans for the upcoming year.
Forestry Committee --- Patty Perry:

The committee looked at Twenty Mile area for a first project.  The group came up with goals and objectives for the area and what they would like on the landscape and then paired those with what activities will need to take place to achieve those goals.  At the last Forestry Committee meeting there was a handout provided to the group which Linda McFaddan thought the KVRI board would find useful as well so she distributed it to the Board. The handout displays all the current projects the Forest Service has contracted (this handout will be available on the Kootenai Tribe’s website, www.kootenai.org).  
The next Forestry Committee meeting will be held on December 6th at 1:00 p.m. at the Bonners Ferry Ranger District.
TMDL Committee --- Patty Perry:

The committee met on November 16th at the Tribal Office.  The committee has been working on TMDL’s (Total Maximum Daily Loads) for a long time writing plans for the various stream segments around the county that are listed on Idaho Department of Environmental Quality’s (IDEQ) integrated report as not meeting the water quality standard that have been designated for in the stream systems.  A TMDL document  and associated implementation strategy serve as a recovery plan for the health of the water quality.  The committee has had a reasonable approach to recovery.  Most communities/counties write a plan based on criteria to be in compliance.  In coordination with IDEQ, the committee has developed temperature TMDL’s on a potential natural vegetation approach (looking at what would have historically been on the stream bank and how the condition can be restored to the historic vegetation).  
At the most recent committee meeting, a presentation was provided on Anti-degradation Implementation Policy.  Anti-degradation has been around since 1983 and also deals with the Clean Water Act (CWA).  Every state was required to be in compliance.  Region 10 Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) was sued by Idaho Conservation League (ICL) because Idaho had no implementation procedures in place for the anti-degradation policy.  IDEQ staff has worked diligently the last few years to put together implementation procedures which the legislature approved at their last session.  EPA approved the policy on August 18th, 2011.  Now DEQ is writing the guidance document which accompanies the implementation procedure.  This document explains what will be done towards anti-degradation. 

At their meeting on Nov. 10th, the IDFG Commission approved the Bear Identification Test on a voluntary basis
Anti-degradation can be interpreted several ways.  One would be a tier 1 listed streams (listed as impaired in the integrated report), tier 2 listed streams (high quality waters) and tier 3 listed streams (outstanding water quality).  If the streams are impaired and they have been restored and moved into a different category, tier 2 (high quality water), therefore are there now more restrictions for those streams because it is now a higher quality of water.  There are still answers that are needed from DEQ.  The draft guidance will be out in January, the TMDL committee will have a presentation from the Boise staff to help the group understand Anti-degradation better.  There will be a 30 day comment period associated with the draft document.  TMDL committee will then put together recommendations to bring to the KVRI board if necessary.
Old Business:

Interagency Grizzly Bear Committee --- Dan Dinning:
The meeting was held on November 9th and 10th in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho.  During the meeting status updates were provided for all species.   Wayne Kasworm provided updates on his current studies, among other discussion.  Dan stated there were a total of (6) mortalities reported this year to date and of those (5) mortalities were on the Canadian side, however none of the (6) mortalities were within the recovery zone.  At this time the consensus of the committee was there are more coordination needed and discussions on how to get there in regards to the mortality issue.  The committee also feels that education in the key as more bears are traveling to front country.
In conjunction with the IGBC meeting the Information & Education (I&E) committee met as well (Nov. 10th).  The group went over the surveys that were collected, how they agreed or disagreed with comments, and why.  All the surveys and comments will be compiled into a draft report which will be available to the committee members before its release to the public.  The next meeting will be held November 30th – December 1st.

Also, it was mentioned that for the Bear DNA Study $1.2 million has been committed out of the total $1.7 million that’s needed to complete the first year.  Kate Kendal’s team will begin hiring crews in January.

Additionally, at their meeting on Nov. 10th, the IDFG Commission approved the Bear Identification Test on a voluntary basis
Next Meeting:

The next meeting will be held on January 9th, 2012 at the Boundary County Extension Office at 7:00 p.m.; the meeting was adjourned at 8:03 p.m.
