Draft Meeting Minutes

Kootenai Valley Resource Initiative

November 17th, 2008 – 7:00 p.m., Boundary County Extension Office

Bonners Ferry, Idaho

Committee Members in Attendance:

Dave Anderson, Mayor, City of Bonners Ferry, KVRI Co-Chair
Dan Dinning, Boundary County Commissioner, KVRI Co-Chair
Bob Blanford, Business/Industry

Jim Cadnum, (alt.) Landowner/Industrial
Linda McFaddan, (alt.) U.S. Forest Service-Panhandle National Forest

Tony McDermott, Idaho Fish & Game Commission

Dave Wattenbarger, Soil Conservation District/Landowner

Sandy Ashworth, Social/Cultural/Historical
Patty Perry, KVRI Facilitator, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Kristin James, KVRI Recording Secretary, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Agency/Others in Attendance:

Kevin Greenleaf, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Karen Roetter, Senator Mike Crapo’s Office
Matt Roetter, Investigator
Wayne Wakkinen, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Chip Corsi, Idaho Department of Fish & Game
Rich Torquemada, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Mike Sloan, Boundary Economic Development Council

Dianna Ellis, Kootenai Wildlife Refuge

Chan Nagel, Citizen

Greg Hoffman, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Sheree Faulk, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Ina Pluid, Idaho Women in Timber & Business/Industry alternate

Alan Flory, Citizen

Norm Merz, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Opening:

Dave Anderson started by welcoming everyone to the meeting; introductions followed.

Minutes from the October 20th meeting were approved by consensus.
Committee Updates:

Grizzly Bear IGBC Sub-Committee Meeting:

Wayne Wakkinen, Idaho Department of Fish & Game (IDFG), gave a brief overview of the subcommittee meeting.  The meeting notes are available to view on the Kootenai tribe’s website, www.kootenai.org.  

Linda McFaddan, USFS, and Norm Merz, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho, added to Wayne’s report by explaining the group’s discussion of bear augmentation, a recent survey indicated that public perception is that augmented bears are troubled bears.  Education is important to help understand the agencies use strict criteria when selecting bears to transplant.
The major focus of the IGBC subcommittee for the upcoming year will be on sanitation and education.  This would include consideration of a bear hunter identification program. It was noted that neighboring states either have an identification program or are looking into it.  Those who have a mandatory test (Montana) are considering the effectiveness with regard to how often it should be repeated or if it should be only a one time effort (for example, if you take the identification test when you’re twelve and pass you should have to revisit that at 15 and again at 18).
The question was asked, will the public perception study, which was done by Sarah Canepa, effect the management of grizzly bears or was it purely for information?  Wayne wasn’t aware of any change in management that would be based on the survey, but it could help in understanding needs with regard to the public education aspect.

Wayne added a couple of other quick updates.  The DNA Hair Snare project is moving along.  He has obtained permits to get the samples across the border to the laboratory to be tested.  Now the only issue is getting them up there.

For the grizzly bear display, Wayne is still in the process of obtaining the correct permit to get the bear hide across the border.
Other Updates:
Smith Creek Working Group

Dave Wattenbarger stated the group has not met since the last KVRI meeting.  They are meeting less often because of the winter months.  Items they are considering include determining where to combine Smith Creek and Boundary Creek.  He also noted that IDFG is looking for someone to fill Jeff Knetter’s position.  Chip Corsi (IDFG) stated there were approx. 60 applications, so the agency is hopeful they will have the applicants interviewed prior to Christmas, with a new employee being selected and on board shortly after.  They are anxious to get the position filled and feel that when it is, it would be a good time to have a meeting to get everyone acquainted.
Sturgeon Litigation Settlement; Kootenai Habitat Master Plan
Patty updated the group for Sue Ireland, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho.  She provided a little background to give context to the information.  Patty reminded the group that in 2006 the USFWS released a new biological opinion for sturgeon & the KVRI supported the new approach of developing habitat attributes.  USFWS was sued over the biological opinion; the Kootenai Tribe became an intervener in the lawsuit, supporting USFWS and requesting time to implement actions that could help recover sturgeon.  Local landowners also agreed with the Tribe’s action & voiced support for the efforts.  An agreement was reached in the litigation process & there was a joint news release that came out in September that stated there was a settlement agreement.  Patty distributed information, prepared by the Tribe’s attorney, with the bullet points outlining the agreement. The handout is available on the website, www.kootenai.org.

Patty then moved along to the next handout, also available on the website.  The Kootenai River Restoration Master Plan is the initial stage of the Habitat Project the Tribe’s been working diligently on.  It is expected to determine feasible opportunities for restoration.  The Tribe is hoping to release the draft the end of December.

The important thing to keep in mind is all agencies at the table have a different role to play.  The Kootenai Tribe shares the common interests with all of the agencies but their role is a little deeper.  While entities under the litigation have some specific goals they have to reach, it’s not only the lawsuit and litigation which drive the Tribe in its desire and efforts to recover sturgeon.  The Tribe has a broader perspective of ecosystem restoration & what they would like to see achieved.    The Master Plan will be talked about with the community…..it’s intended to communicate the information the Tribe has been able to pull together to a broad perspective of audiences.  They would like to share the information with the local landowners, business owners and interest groups.  The Master Plan talks about each reach, the specifics of each reach, the different attributes and what could be accomplished in each reach.  
Patty wanted to make sure everyone understood the Master Plan is an extensive approach and will be expensive to carry out.  The process will have to be carried out over a long period of time such as 10+ years.  

Old Business:

Follow-up on meeting with Sportsman’s Club:

Patty asked how the group felt on follow up from this meeting.  Chip added they have a link on their website to either Montana or Wyoming’s bear identification test.  At this point the test is voluntary.  There isn’t anything which makes the test mandatory.  There is also information stating where grizzly bears are going to be potentially.  He explained there is information on the website that wasn’t there before which shows movement on this issue.  

Is there anticipation for this movement to go further than it has, and would a letter or action from KVRI help to move it along?  Chip thought a letter may help move the issue along.  Tony added that the program could easily be implemented in the Idaho Panhandle.  The issue is moving and could possibly become more than just voluntary.  
Patty asked if there would be harm in writing a letter stating that the local area residents have presented the idea and discussed the issue.  The consensus from the group was to get the letter drawn up and they would review it in January.  Tony stated the letter would make the Fish & Game Commission take a second look at the issue and figure out how they would like to approach the next step.  Chip chimed in expressing that he felt this was where the push needed to come from.

Rich Torquemada, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS), mentioned that the agency’s 5 year management review is coming up.  After the review, there would be an opportunity for public involvement; if it’s determined there should be any rulemaking.

New Business:

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service:
Rich stated the Spokane field office has been reorganized. The office was organized along ecosystem boundaries to deal with Upper Columbia River system issues, but in the reorganization, the office has been divided along state lines, creating a North Idaho Field Office and an Eastern Washington Field Office.  The two will be co-located in the original office in Spokane.  Rich stated he will be the assistant project leader of the North Idaho Office and Mark Miller will become the assistant project leader for the Eastern Washington Office.
Kootenai Wildlife Refuge, Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP):
Dianna Ellis stated they will begin public meetings after the holidays.  There will be flyers mailed out to the KVRI folks among many others.

Next Meeting:

The next meeting will be held on January 26th, 2009 at the Boundary County Extension Office.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:12 p.m.

