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Submitted by Lydia Allen

Mike Herron – I&E Task Group Report
-Received $3,000 from IGBC this year and submitted an order for $3,000 in signs.  However, bill for signs only came to $500.
-He has several 4 X 4 signs on grizzly bears for distribution.  Please tie in with Mike if you want or need one.

-Mike has already received requests for 2009 monies for signs (Colville NF) and a projector (IDF&G).  Please submit requests to him by the end of November.

-Typically the IGBC has 35K allocated for all ecosystems.  Mike is still waiting to hear from Ellen Davis (IGBC Executive Assistant) on the due date for 2009 proposals.  Final due date will likely be in mid-December with a decision on allocation being made in January of 2009. 

Sarah Canepa – Public Opinion Survey 
-Report is completed and is available on the IGBC website. Sarah, Kim, and Wayne are more than happy to come and present the results to any groups.
-Examples of Key Points:

· Folks that were less supportive of grizzly bear recovery in CYE, also tended to believe that meat was a higher percentage of their diet than it really is (10-20%)
· Respondents were more supportive of population recovery efforts if it could be done without using augmentation 

-This document should help us improve our Public relations outreach to folks

-This project was funded by the IGBC, Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks--Landowner and Wildlife Resources Department, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Spokane office), Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation Initiative, and Yaak Valley Forest Council.

-The entire report and a two page executive summary can be found at:

 http://www.igbconline.org/html/sc-reports.html
Wayne Wakkinen – Idaho Fish and Game (Selkirk Ecosystem)
-It was a quiet year as far as bear/human interactions are concerned.  This is likely due, in part, to it being a good huckleberry year.
Monitoring/Mortality
-A male grizzly did cause some problems on the Priest Lake side of the ecosystem this year.  This was one of the pair from last year that got into trouble and had to be trapped and released.  This bear returned to the same dumpster he was using last year, but unfortunately dropped his collar.  This is an older bear and this is the second year that he has been getting into trouble.  Wayne is working with the resort to get some bear resistant dumpsters.

-There was one grizzly bear mortality in 2008.  A bear was found digging in a private dump/burn pile in Salmo, B.C., and was shot by the landowner.  The case is being investigated by B.C. law enforcement personnel.

-The B.C. government has approved donating this bear to Wayne, and he has received a $4,000 grant from KVRI to have it mounted.  He was hoping to get a bear with “a story” for educational purposes and the bear killed in B.C. will fit the bill.  
DNA Analysis

-He finally has enough money to complete the DNA analysis of the larges-scale hair snagging for genetics analysis for the ecosystem.
Sanitation 

Wayne has made some headway with sanitation efforts in 2008.  This includes: 
· Received some significant grants to work on bear resistant trash cans.  A lot of this effort was coordinated with Bud Justice, Idaho State Parks and Recreation, to help deal with sanitation issues and past black bear problems within the state park at Priest Lake.  Wayne worked with Tim Layser to install food storage lockers in Upper Priest Lake  for an Eagle Scout Project.
· The Good Grief dumpster was fenced in 2008.  This means that all county dump sites in Boundary County have been secured, although the Skin Creek site gate needs some maintenance.
· He has already received funding to install food storage lockers on state lands in Upper Priest for 2009.

Questions/Discussion
Q. Have you observed any females with cubs in 2008?

A. None observed.  It’s hard to do as we get away from collaring bears south of the international border.

Q. Any increase in bear problems at private residences as you get campgrounds secured with dumpsters, etc?

A. Unknown.  Campgrounds provided a rich resource for bears.  In addition, on the Priest Lake portion of the recovery area some 138 recreation residences and 2 resorts permits are under renewal.  New permits will have stringent food storage requirements. 

-Wayne mentioned that IDF&G has a link to the state of Montana site for bear identification.  In working with KVRI, the group recommended that some kind of bear identification test be made mandatory.  KVRI will write a letter to the IDF&G commission recommending this, but Wayne doesn’t anticipate it for 2009. 

→Wayne’s report is included in the 2008 SCYE Accomplishment Report
Wayne Kasworm — U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Cabinet-Yaak Ecosystem)
-Brief review of the work Kim Annis, Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks (MDFWP) bear management specialist, has been doing this last year in the area of information and education.  Revet Minerals has been paying for her position and a lot of her I & E materials.
Monitoring and Augmentation
-Wayne reviewed efforts for getting a bear collared in the Cabinets (i.e. >800 trap nights/bear) versus the Yaak (>200 trap nights/bear).  Takes a lot of effort!  In comparison, the NCRZ uses ~40 trap nights/bear.  This is related to bear density…
-He monitored three bears in the Yaak and two bears in the Cabinet Mountains in 2008.

-Augmentation continued in 2008 with two bears being released.  This included a female from the Whitefish Range and another from the Swan River area being released into the East Fork of the Bull River.  Neither bear had any conflict history based on GPS collar information. 
-Tim Manly, of MDFWP, briefly discussed how bears are chosen for augmentation efforts.  Their criteria are to capture independent, 2-to-6 year-old female grizzly bears that have no known history of conflict with humans.  Trapping occurs primarily in backcountry areas that road access to facilitate transportation of bears by culvert trap.  
-They use a combination of cameras and culvert traps to selectively capture bears, with both black and grizzly bears trapped. They stopped using snares in 2008 to avoid tranquilizing unsuitable bears. 

Mortality
· Bear 790 was killed 10/20 at residence at Noxon, MT.  Not a case for human safety, but resident thought it was a black bear getting into his garbage can.  A citation for killing a grizzly bear during closed season was issued to this individual.  This was a 2008 augmentation bear.
· Bear 635 was killed 10/20 west of Noxon Montana Railink.  Railink reported striking a bear to MDFWP, and the bear was subsequently recovered from the Clark Fork River.  The necropsy was consistent with train collision. This was a 2008 augmentation bear, also.
· An unknown bear carcass was located in Fishtrap Creek near Thompson River.  MDFWP seeking any information from public.  Badly decomposed, but using DNA to determine sex or other relationship.

-Have had three bears (years=2001, 2005, and 2007) killed on a 7-8 mile section of railroad.  Of the 8 bears moved since 1990, three are dead.
Research 
-Wayne reviewed some of the highlights from the Transboundary Project, which is a cooperative effort to use data collected from GPS collared black and grizzly bears and hair snag sampling for DNA analysis to detect highway crossings and compare genetics of bears.  
· 15 grizzly bears have been collared in 4 years with GPS collars.  

· 15 black bears have been collared with GPS collars for comparative work.
· Trying to identify known and model likely crossings for bears by examining areas of high quality habitat, DNA snare data, and known telemetry
Hair Snagging Effort--Genetic Analysis and Relatedness

-Hair snag sampling was completed in the Cabinet Mountain, 2002-2007.  This effort was designed to identify transplanted bears or their offspring.  To date:
· 7 individual identified in 29 grizzly samples (4F, 3M)

· Can relate to specific lineages and produce family trees.

-Annual reports for this project and published articles can be found at: 

        http://mountain-prairie.fws.gov/species/mammals/girzzly/cabinetArchive.htm.
Sanitation

· Yaak, 4th of July, and Glen Lake Dumpster sites relocated and fenced

· Fences are electrified and tended.  No known bear issues once installed including last year which was a bad berry year.

· Need to deal with creation of a new dumpster site at Lake Creek.  Revett Minerals/Genesis Mine is interested in donated some land for the site, but it will take some time.  County has difficulty doing improvements on land that they do not own!  

→Wayne and Kim’s reports are included in the 2008 SCYE Accomplishment Report

2008 Accomplishments

-Reviewed list of 2008 Planned Actions to discuss status.  

-Public opinion survey has been completed.  Need to incorporate findings into I&E efforts for 2009 actions.

-Mortality Analysis was completed and reported at 2008 spring meetings.
-Graduate student completed thesis to develop Resource Selection Function-habitat based predictive model.  However, it has not yet been integrated into access management.
2009 Planned Actions
Priority 1, Reduce human caused grizzly bear mortalities, et cetera--- 
· Extended discussion from various members concerning the desire to see a mandatory bear identification test for hunters in Washington and Idaho similar to the test in Montana. Even if the test is not made mandatory, it has value for education hunters.
· IGBC will send letter to Idaho and Washington state fish and wildlife agencies supporting implementation of bear identification tests.  Need to send by January-February for states to get onto agendas. 

Priority 2, Continue improving sanitation conditions on public and private lands.  Analyze causes of mortality using NCDE and GY methodology as template, et cetera---
· Is there a plan or a planning process for analyzing causes of mortality? Wayne K. presented mortality data at May 2008 meeting, but no formalized Action Plan for Implementation was developed.  It’s definitely more of an ad hoc approach for individual Recovery Zones.  

· Ranotta discussed the sanitation issue (Priority 1 and 2).  She presented a draft map of food storage progress within the Selkirk ecosystem, and suggested that a sanitation baseline be developed for SCYE to help direct and prioritize implementation of future sanitation efforts.  Lydia will take lead on collecting for both RZs.
· State of Idaho—happy to support voluntary use of food storage in Priest Lake campgrounds/residences.

· Discussion about using the results of the public opinion survey and the mortality analysis to tailor public outreach/education and sanitation strategies via citizen’s committee input such as the KVRI. This was incorporated into priority 2 for 2009.
Priority 3, Develop an approach for integrating the Resource Selection Function (RSF), habitat based predictive model, into access management---
· Wayne K. will be working on developing applications in the Yaak ecosystem using the recently completed RSF model.  He will present a progress report at the spring meeting. 
Other Planned Actions---
-There was some discussion of the on-going augmentation of bears into the Yaak portion of the ecosystem.  There is a need to include the Cabinet Mountains in plans to for augmentation due to the Rock Creek Mine mitigation.  Wayne K. felt that it was best to continue efforts in the Yaak with additional discussion of using adult males for augmentation in the future.  There might also be a possibility of using bears from the WY/Yellowstone ecosystem.
Public Comments/Question
-A question was asked regarding the status of the Grizzly Bear Access Amendment….  
 The draft EIS is nearing completion and is expected to be released in December.
-A question was asked concerning how the IGBC members can/have approached working with counties to deal with on-going/future development on private property/inholdings within the recovery zones and the potential for negative wildlife/human encounters….FS land exchanges and special use permits take this into consideration when dealing with access.
-Mark Miller, with the Spokane U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service office, spoke to recognize the contributions of their late Field Director and subcommittee member, Susan Martin, to the IGBC during the last several years.  Susan passed away on September 15th, after a two-year illness with cancer.  A memorial fund has been set up in her honor. 
· Memorial donations can be sent “In Memory of Susan Martin” to the Sawtooth Society, P.O. Box 268, Boise, Idaho 83701. To make an online donation, or to learn more, visit their website at www.sawtoothsociety.org.

-A question was raised concerning the procedure for rotation of subcommittee members and the subcommittee chair position….For the SCYE subcommittee, the chair has rotated between the Forest Supervisors on the Kootenai and Idaho Panhandle NFs.  When one Forest Supervisor moves, then the chair rotates to the other Forest Supervisor.
NEXT MEETING DATE AND LOCATION

May 27-28. Meeting will be in Bonners Ferry, Idaho.








