Draft Meeting Minutes

Kootenai Valley Resource Initiative

October 24th, 2011 - 7:00 p.m., Boundary County Library
Bonners Ferry, Idaho

Committee Members in Attendance:

Dave Anderson, City of Bonners Ferry & KVRI Co-Chair

Dan Dinning, Boundary County Commissioner & KVRI Co-Chair

Jennifer Porter, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho & KVRI Co-Chair

Sandy Ashworth, Social/Cultural/Historical

Chip Corsi, (alt.) Idaho Fish & Game Commission

Bob Blanford, Business/Industry

Linda McFaddan, (alt.) U.S. Forest Service - Idaho Panhandle National Forest

Ed Atkins, Jr., Corporate Ag

Jim Cadnum, (alt.) Industrial Forest

Dave Wattenbarger, Soil Conservation District/Ag Landowner

Patty Perry, KVRI Facilitator, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Kristin James, KVRI Recording Secretary, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Agency/Others in Attendance:

Kennon McClintock, The Nature Conservancy

Wayne Wakkinen, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Kurt Pavlat, Bureau of Land Management

Dianna Ellis, Kootenai National Wildlife Refuge

Karen Roetter, Senator Mike Crapo

Matt Roetter 

Dave Gray, (alt) Social/Cultural/Historical
Lewis Rich, Bonner County Commissioner

Jon Meadows, Kootenai Valley Sportsman Association

Ina Pluid, Idaho Women in Timber/(alt.) Business/Industry

Doug Evans, Mayor Moyie Springs

Aaron Calkins, Congressman Raul Labrador
Dan Studer, U.S. Forest Service GIS Specialist---Retired

Colleen Trese, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Opening:

Dave Anderson opened and welcomed everyone to the meeting; introductions followed.

Draft Minutes Approval:

The group approved draft minutes of September 19th, 2011 meeting by consensus.  
Presentations:
Pawsitive Works Program --- Karen Schumacher:

Pawsitive Works helps struggling youth identify and modify damaging behavior patterns through the care and training of behaviorally challenged dogs.  They believe that the human-animal connection facilitates trust, empathy and empowerment.  They further believe that the youth’s responsibility for modifying canine problem behaviors with the assistance of adults trained in canine positive reinforcement methods will build self-esteem and respect for the needs of others as well as an awareness of how they can contribute in positive ways to their own communities.
*A link to the Pawsitive Works website is available on the Kootenai Tribe’s website, www.kootenai.org*
Question/Answer:

Do you have statistics for the youth that have been in the program?

The youth are measured up six months prior to their entry into the program, during the program and up to 12 months after the program.  During the program they are 99% violation and offense free.  At 0-3 months after the program 89% and 6months it begins to fall off.  There is a very sharp decrease in those offenders that have frequent violations prior to the program.
Is there a program here in Boundary County?

There currently is not a program here, but they would like to see a program in the County and there is community support and the local probation office has provided funding but they are trying to figure out where the dogs would come from.

Is the program in any other areas in the U.S.?

The program is in Sandpoint and in Washington.  The group has been asked to expand into a couple other areas, but currently the “best practices” needs to be completed, which is a condition for working with multiple juvenile justice agencies.

There will be a fundraiser on November 12th at Mugsy’s; it will be a Murder Mystery Dinner.  Tickets are available online, at Sequels and The Man Store.
Updates:

Smith/Boundary Creek Management Group --- Dave Wattenbarger:

The committee has not met recently.  The group will be meeting with NRCS State officials on November 20th or 21st.   
Forestry Committee --- Patty Perry:

The committee took a field trip up to Twenty Mile project area on October 21st.  The group covered the wildlife analysis in Grouse and Boulder BMU’s.  The group toured the top of Black Mountain and looked at treatments that had taken place and why projects were/weren’t successful and what can be expected and planned for the future.  The next meeting will be held on November 15th at 1:00 p.m. at the Extension Office.  The group will take a look at objectives for the project area.
FACA Committee met on October 18-20 to review and rank all submitted proposals for possible funding.  Mitch Silvers (Senator Mike Crapo’s Office), Sid Smith (Senator Jim Risch’s Office), Aaron Calkins (Congressman Labrador’s Office), Dan Dinning (Boundary County Commissioner/KVRI), and Ron Abraham (Kootenai Tribe of Idaho/KVRI) all attended the meeting in Salt Lake City, Utah.  Of 26 proposals that were submitted, KVRI was placed in the 3rd position at the completion of the meeting.  The top 3 proposals may be funded for FY12, after allocations are given to the 10 proposals chosen from the prior year receive their funding.  Currently $30 million is being proposed by the House for 2012 CFLRA funding.  Now the decision will be whether there is money available in the budget for CFLRA.  It was reiterated the money received for the proposal will be for implementation & monitoring, not for planning.

Dan Dinning thanked Brad Smith and Idaho Conservation League (ICL) for their recommendation letter which had a huge impact on KVRI’s ability to move the proposal forward.  
TMDL Committee --- Patty Perry:

The committee has not met for a month or so.  Monitors were deployed in the late spring and have been collected.  The committee will schedule a meeting and turn the monitors in and get updates from Bob Steed, IDEQ.
IDFG Update --- Wayne Wakkinen:

In the McArthur Lake area there are 14-15 bears with radio collars and during bear harvest season there have not been any killed.  This is a good sample for this year.  Next year additional trapping will be conducted if necessary to maintain the sample size.  There was a call received from a citizen near the Bonners Ferry Cemetery who thought they had a collared bear in their yard.  It was a collared black bear that was part of the McArthur trapping effort.  The data off the bear’s collar was downloaded and Wayne provided a map for the group to see the movement and locations of the young male bear.  

IDFG will be releasing the Bear Identification Test on their website soon.  IDFG Commission will be holding a meeting on November 9th – 11th and the I.D. test will be one of the items on the agenda.

Interagency Grizzly Bear Committee meeting will be held on November 9th and 10th in Coeur d’Alene.  On the 10th they will be discussing I&E which the committee wants to get input on what needs to be done in the area and what outreach the local group is doing.  Wayne Wakkinen, Linda McFaddan, and Dan Dinning will be in attendance.

Kootenai River Habitat Restoration Project Update --- Patty Perry:

Phase 1a and 1b work are underway and will be wrapped up in mid-November.  The flows will be coming up to reduce the levels in the reservoir above Libby, Montana.  The Independent Scientific Review Panel (ISRP) is in Bonners Ferry (10/24-25).  They are the group that reviews the scientific basis of all the project proposals before Bonneville Power and the Northwest Power & Conservation Council consider them for funding. They will review project sites and finish up tomorrow and then be on their way to Montana.
Correspondence:

USFS Leonia Project EA on Bonners Ferry District --- Patty Perry:
The project is out for review.  Jennifer Anderson is the contact at the district office.  The project is available online.  Based on the analysis they have available in the EA they are considering Alternative 2 for implementation.  It is a 1900 acre project and the actual treatments will be on 615 acres and active management would take them toward the objectives of trend on the project landscape toward a natural condition class with a lower severity fire, as fire being more frequently represented.  The project will reduce potential for high intensity and severe fires and maintain overall forest health and perpetuate dry site old growth characteristics.  The comment period ends on November 10th.
KVRI Outreach --- Rotary Meeting;

Linda McFaddan will be making the KVRI presentation to the Rotary Group on November 15th.
Next Meeting:

The next meeting will be held on November 21st at the Boundary County Extension Office at 7:00 p.m.; the meeting was adjourned at 7:46 p.m.
