Meeting Minutes

Kootenai Valley Resource Initiative

October 19th, 2009 – 7:03 p.m., Boundary County Extension Office

Bonners Ferry, Idaho
Committee Members in Attendance:

Dave Anderson, Mayor of City of Bonners Ferry, KVRI Co-Chair

Dan Dinning, Boundary County Commissioners, KVRI Co-Chair

Jennifer Porter, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho, KVRI Co-Chair
Bob Blanford, Business/Industry

Jim Cadnum, (alt.) Landowner/Industrial
Dave Wattenbarger, Soil Conservation District/Landowner

Ed Atkins, Jr., Corporate Agriculture

Chip Corsi, (alt.) Idaho Fish & Game Commission

Sandy Ashworth, Social/Cultural/Historical

Linda McFaddan, (alt.) U.S. Forest Service – Idaho Panhandle National Forest
Patty Perry, KVRI Facilitator, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Kristin James, KVRI Recording Secretary, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Agency/Others in Attendance:

Karen Roetter, Senator Mike Crapo

Shelley Landry, Congressman Walt Minnick

Chan Nagel, Boundary County Citizen
Barbara Nagel, Boundary County Citizen

Ina Pluid, Business/Industry alternate, Idaho Women in Timber

Wayne Wakkinen, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Greg Hoffman, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Libby Dam

Kevin Greenleaf, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Sue Ireland, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Pamela Rentz, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Billy Barquin, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Opening:

Dan Dinning opened by welcoming everyone to the meeting; introductions followed.
Minutes from September 21st meeting were approved by consensus.

Presentations:

Kootenai River Habitat Project:

Sue Ireland, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho, briefed the group on the Kootenai River Habitat Restoration Project.  A map was displayed providing information on the specific areas of the project.  The map and other information can be found on the Kootenai Tribe’s website, www.kootenai.org, under the Fish & Wildlife tab.

Sue reminded everyone the reason for the project is not only to restore conditions for sturgeon to spawn and reproduce again in the wild, but also for all other fish and aquatic species that have been affected by changes in habitat and the operations at Libby Dam.  

The first projects to be implemented will begin in braided reach 1 (downstream of the mouth of the Moyie River) working on the most erosive areas that are putting a lot of sediment in the river areas.  Another project will begin in the meander river reach where the sturgeon spawn now to help improve spawning in the short term while all other projects are being put into place.  These projects would be considered Phase One of the restoration project.  Each phase contains preliminary design, final design, environmental compliance and implementation of the projects.

Phase Two will move down stream into the braided reach where issues become more complicated.  Items that may need to be done in this area include bank restoration, channel deepening, and other similar projects.  These projects will be further developed in a workshop in June where the group can fine tune all aspects of this project.

Phase Three will include projects in the meander reach to help restore habitat complexity in that area.

The Tribal Fish and Wildlife department is working closely with the Tribal Council and will be doing private landowner outreach where projects will occur once they have been identified.  Sue will continue to keep KVRI and the board up to speed on the project as it moves towards completion.

A workshop will be held in December to fully develop Phase One projects and talk conceptually about the Phase Two projects.  In June a workshop is scheduled to work with the science peer review group and the agency co-managers to fully develop the Phase Two projects and talk conceptually about Phase Three projects.

Sue mentioned the State of Idaho (IDFG) and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) are working closely with the group on the 1135 habitat projects.  The 1135 process is a specific authority USACE has to do ecosystem habitat restoration with a cap of $5 million per project.  A project was proposed for the braided reach and another project in the meander reach.  Also the group is working with the congressionals to consider work towards obtaining authority to do a general investigation study with USACE that would open up their ability to fund habitat restoration at a larger level than the $5 million cap.

Burbot Release:

Sue stated the first release is scheduled for Thursday at 10:00 a.m. at the Search and Rescue dock.  All the permits have been obtained from the USFWS wildlife inspector, the Canadian Transplant Committee and Idaho Fish & Game (IDFG).  There are 30 burbot at the University of Idaho from the 2006 study that have sonic transmitters and will be released by the Ministry of Environment at Goat River in Canada on Wednesday, October 21st.  

Everyone is invited to the release at the Search and Rescue dock.  There are 20 burbot to be released on Thursday morning.  The fish were hatched this spring at the University of Idaho Aquaculture Research Institute and then were released into a private pond this summer that the Kootenai Tribe leased from a private landowner in Boundary County.  

Other release sites include Snow Creek and Deep Creek.  These releases will entail fish from U of I and fish grown in a pond that IDFG leased from a private landowner in Boundary County.  

Ina mentioned one of the local issues of the old timer’s column in the paper talked about how the river was dredged in the early 1900’s to improve the steam boat travel between Bonners.  Ina thought that may help for some of the issues in the river.  

National Geographic – Premiere of Monster Fish of North America (Sturgeon):

National Geographic came to the Tribal Hatchery in April and spent a week with the staff and filmed hatchery activities, including staff and tribal involvement with the sturgeon restoration.  They also filmed some of the tribal children releasing sturgeon from the dock.  Zeb Hogan, fisheries scientist, got involved with National Geographic and travels the world documenting and filming the status of large fresh water fish populations.  His goal is to draw attention to these fish because a lot of them are on the verge of extinction.  Sturgeon was one of the species he was interested in.  He spent time here on the Kootenai River, and on the Frasier and Upper Columbia Rivers in British Columbia.  The show will air on the National Geographic channel on November 2nd at 10:00 p.m. EST and again on November 8th and December 25th.  
USACE, Libby Dam Temperature Operations:
Greg Hoffman, USACE, briefly discussed spring, summer and fall operations at Libby Dam for 2009.  He presented information by PowerPoint, which will be displayed on the Kootenai Tribe’s website, www.kootenai.org.

What does 1,000 cfs do to the elevation of water?

Every unit of 5,000 cfs is about 2 feet of elevation at Bonners Ferry.  It would be approximately 6” if the flow was constant.

You indicated you had trouble reaching cold enough temperature through the winter.  Its low flows so wouldn’t the temperature actually reduce more achieving more natural conditions temperature wise?

Yes, during the time period needed for the cold temperatures.

Is there any indication from Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) that they may want to do some shaping of flows?

Greg hadn’t heard anything yet.

Recommendation for Burbot SOR:

Patty added that each year around this time, the burbot committee sends a recommendation to KVRI that the group implements a Standard Operating Request (SOR) to be sent in for a consideration by the technical management team.  This has not been done yet this year because the group is following what’s called for under the Memorandum Of Understanding (MOU) and is essentially going to do the same under the SOR, but some policy makers are bantering around and there still may be a document passed and on record.  

The KVRI group agreed by consensus to submit a letter of recommendation to the technical management team if needed.  
Congressman Minnick Collaboration – October 3rd Meeting:

Congressman Minnick’s Office held a meeting on October 3rd in Sandpoint. Those invited to attend included:

Jennifer Porter, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Dave Anderson, Mayor, City of Bonners Ferry
Dan Dinning, Boundary County Commissioner
Jim Riley, Intermountain Forestry Assoc.
Mike Peterson, Lands Council

Bob Boeh, Riley Creek Lumber
Karl Dye, Bonner County Economic Development Council
Joe Young, Bonner County Commissioner

Cornel Razor, Bonner County Commissioner
Rick Johnson, Idaho Conservation League (ICL)

Phil Hough, Friends of Scotchman Peaks 
Billy Barquin, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho Attorney General

Rich Torquemada, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Ranotta McNair, U.S. Forest Service Idaho Panhandle National Forest

Maggie Pitman, U.S. Forest Service
Senator Shawn Keough and John Finney, representing off road vehicle use, were invited but unable to attend.
The purpose of the meeting was to discuss formation of a collaborative regarding wilderness issues in Boundary and Bonner Counties.  The Congressman gave an overview where he wanted to be in 8 months; he proposed the ambitious goal of developing a bill and having it ready to present regarding wilderness in the two counties—in that timeframe, noting the opportunity through an Ominibus bill only comes up every two years. This group was selected to start the preliminary discussions and look at wilderness in the areas.  Congressman Minnick laid out thoughts on where he would like the group to be, and handed it over to them for consideration & further direction.

While the KVRI co-chairs attend the meeting, they clearly identified their association with the City, County & Tribe rather than the KVRI group.  The meeting provided time for some discussion, but a clear focus has not developed.  The group did agree to meet again, but the date wasn’t set; once a date is selected the Congressman’s office will contact everyone and notify them of the date.
At the KVRI meeting, Dan & the other co-chairs shared that they felt strongly that if the geographic area of Boundary County was going to be considered, it was very important to be at the table.  The KVRI Board agreed, and it was also discussed that much consideration has been given to these issues with the Idaho Roadless Rule process that KVRI coordinated meetings to discuss, and the Forest Planning process that KVRI co-hosted meetings for.  The co-chairs felt they needed to bring information to KVRI and see if they wanted to participate in the process.  

Shelley Landry, Congress Minnick’s staff, added the Congressman’s intent wasn’t only for wilderness but the direction could be driven by the group.  He hoped the different entities could come together at one table, but the direction would be decided by the group as a whole.

As part of the discussion on the involvement of KVRI in the collaborative, the group agreed by consensus that KVRI should be at the table so they could at least have a say in the issues that come up in Boundary County.

Other Updates:
Boundary/Smith Creek Working Group:
Dave Wattenbarger stated the next meeting will be held at Chic-n-Chop on Tuesday, October 20th at 5:00 p.m.  The group will look at the budgets for Boundary and Smith Creek as one.  They will also look at the redirection of the Smith Creek.
New Business:

Forestry Committee Discussion:

Patty stated there’s a legislative guidance within the Forest Service that would provide for a pilot project on areas the cover more than 50,000 acres.  It was discussed with the Co-Chairs that it is an appropriate time to move from the from Myrtle Creek project to a bigger project.  The act would provide for the group to do that.  They would like to work with the USFS to choose an area that would make sense, and have a sub-committee that would help move projects forward for a pilot project.  
Does KVRI want to move ahead with a Forestry Committee right now and see what the group could come up with?  The committee could visit with Linda McFaddan, get some maps and find some interests.  Would the group rather wait and see where the collaborative goes and put this committee on hold?

Dan stated the group still wants to look at the landscape in the area and go forward in determining management for those areas.  He thinks the forestry committee and collaborative group could dove tail each other at some point, but thinks KVRI should consider a committee.  The land area has to be over 50,000 acres but it would qualify for special funding.  

The group was asked to give thought to the possibility of a Forestry Committee aside from the collaborative issue.  Patty stated some maps, and additional information about the act could be acquired & provided for the group to consider.  That way the group would have a better idea and a lot of background information for the collaborative group in the event they chose not to move forward with a Forestry Committee within KVRI.  Patty also pointed out the two groups would be similar but could run on different courses as far as the issues to be addressed.

More information will be brought to the November meeting.

Idaho Fish & Game---Wolf Harvest:

Chip Corsi stated the Panhandle season opened October 1st with a quota of 30, as of this meeting only 7 have been harvested.  The close for the season is December 31st or once the quota has been reached.  The commission may extend the season into February or March if the quota isn’t reached.  Statewide quota is 220 and only 67 have been harvested to date.  Only one unit has most of its quota spoken for, the McCall- Weiser zone.

Interagency Grizzly Bear Subcommittee Meeting:

Wayne Wakkinen stated the IGBC meeting will be held on November 4th in Troy, Montana.  He will provide an update/overview to KVRI.
DNA Hair Snare:

Wayne Wakkinen has not received the data back from the labs, but he did received preliminary information that identified 15 different grizzly bears.  The population estimate still isn’t clear.  More information is needed to tell how many grizzly bears there really are by the recapture count in the multiple sessions IDFG conducted.  Of the 15 bears that were caught, 9 were female and 6 were male.  4 of the bears captured were previously captured in a study North of B.C. Highway 3.  It was undetermined whether the bears captured north of highway 3 were males or female.

Grizzly Bear:
Chip added that Judge Malloy relisted the Yellowstone Grizzly Bears instead of delisting.  

Are DNA samples being taken from the harvested wolves?

Chip stated DNA samples are being collected from harvested wolves mainly to build the database because one of the biggest questions that have come up in the court proceedings is whether the wolves are moving around enough and breeding enough with packs elsewhere that there is enough flow of genetic material to prevent inbreeding.  Data collected and analyzed so far suggests wolves move around quite a bit.  Geneticists tell us one individual per generation moving to breed with another population similar in the size to what we have now is adequate to keep genetic material flowing.  It’s clear that is taking place now, but the DNA collection and analysis will allow for a more robust assessment.

Next Meeting:

The next meeting will be held on November 16th, 2009 at the Boundary County Extension Office; the meeting was adjourned at 8:43 p.m.
