Meeting Minutes

Kootenai Valley Resource Initiative

October 18th, 2010 – 7:08 p.m., Boundary County Extension Office
Bonners Ferry, Idaho
Committee Members in Attendance:

Dave Anderson, Mayor of Bonners Ferry, KVRI Co-Chair

Dan Dinning, Boundary County Commissioners, KVRI Co-Chair

Jennifer Porter, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho, KVRI Co-Chair

Bob Blanford, Business/Industry

Dave Wattenbarger, Soil Conservation District/Ag Landowner

Chip Corsi, (alt.) Idaho Fish & Game Commission

Linda McFaddan, (alt.) U.S. Forest Service – Idaho Panhandle National Forest

Ed Atkins, Jr., Corporate Agriculture

Jim Cadnum, (alt.) Industrial Forest

Dave Gray, (alt.) Social/Cultural/Historical

Patty Perry, KVRI Facilitator, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Kristin James, KVRI Recording Secretary, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Agency/Others in Attendance:

Laura Roady, Bonners Ferry Herald

Norm Merz, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Rick Donaldson, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Jan Rose, Kootenai National Wildlife Refuge

Greg Hoffman, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers - Libby, MT

Scott Soults, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Opening:

Dan Dinning opened by welcoming everyone to the meeting; introductions followed.
The group approved minutes of the September 20th meeting by consensus.

Presentations:

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Libby Dam, Update on Burbot Operations - Greg Hoffman:

Greg provided information and updates to the KVRI group in regards to the Libby Dam Operations for Burbot.  Greg’s PowerPoint can be found on the Kootenai Tribe’s website, www.kootenai.org. 

This is the first year the KVRI burbot committee has not made a recommendation to the KVRI board in regards to dam operations for burbot.  KVRI has typically sent a letter to U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS) asking them to prepare a Systems Operation Request (SOR) to implement the recommended winter temperature operation for burbot at Libby Dam and submit it to the Technical Management Team (TMT) for regional approval.  Since the operation at Libby Dam in recent years has only entailed temperature management and not a request to alter flows, the burbot committee determined that a SOR was not required, and that the Corps would operate the temperature management system at the dam to benefit burbot, as indicated in KVRI’s Burbot Conservation Strategy.  
Question & Answers:

As burbot are released into the river, is there a possibility that they can adjust to the current river temperature if they are there from a very young age?

There is information from the region that burbot are more adaptable than was originally thought.  

Is Didymo widespread or is it isolated and can be treated?

At this time there isn’t a lot of information for this area, though it is becoming more pervasive.  One of the theories of why Didymo has spread recently is that is survives very well on felt-soled wading boots, and can be spread readily by anglers, as the felt can stay wet between fishing trips for up to  20-30 days, allowing the organism to survive and spread.   Didymo is currently a nuisance species below Libby Dam on the Kootenai River and below Hungry Horse Dam on the Flathead River, and has been found in other tributaries to the Kootenai in Montana, Idaho, and B.C. It thrives in waters with low productivity.  The Corps has received funding to study Didymo in the Kootenai below Libby Dam in cooperation with KTOI and others.

In waters that are proper nutrient levels, Didymo does not survive?

There is a correlation with Didymo presence and low nutrient waters, but there is a stronger correlation with Didymo and the presence of soluble iron.  Didymo is found in waters with high nutrients and high soluble iron, but is not typically found in waters without soluble iron.

What is the rationale with iron as it correlates to depths and the temperature gates?

The dam has been in existence since 1974 and there is a tremendous amount of nutrients and trapped sediment behind the dam.  It is possible that there may be a lot of bound iron that gets passed through the dam from the forebay sediments.  It’s a hypothesis that will be measured with water quality samples over the course of the year and with experimentation with water quality manipulation with the Tribe’s “mesocosm” equipment.  There may be nothing that can be done at the dam to control the amount of iron coming through, as it may be the same throughout the water column, but the water quality monitoring this year will document whether or not this is the case.

Updates:
TMDL:

The next meeting will be held at the Kootenai Tribal office on October 19th at 10:00 a.m.  The group will discuss the Integrated Report and turn in monitors.

Smith/Boundary Creek Working Group:

The group will be meeting in mid November.

New Business

U.S. Forest Service Regional Review Team - Forestry Issues:

The forestry committee had a grant opportunity that they applied for; the Clearwater Basin Collaborative (CBC) was successful in receiving the funding.  This summer there was an opportunity to meet with Leslie Walden, Regional Forester, to speak about KVRI.  Linda McFaddan and Ranotta McNair have the USFS Regional Review Team coming to the Bonners Ferry district on October 25th.  The co-chairs will attend and talk about KVRI and the efforts on behalf of the group and forestry subcommittee.  Mitch Silvers, Senator Crapo’s staff, who was very instrumental in helping the CBC will be attending the meeting as well.  Mitch Silvers and Dale Harris, CBC member, have made the commitment to help KVRI learn and get through the application process for the CFLRP.
Chamber of Commerce North Idaho Legislative Tour:

The tour will take place in November and will be hosted by the 5 northern counties.  The group will stay in Coeur d’Alene and visit some of the other counties, but will not be in Boundary County.  Tina Wilson, local Chamber of Commerce, is putting together a 15-20 minute overview and PowerPoint slideshow for the Governor’s Banquet, November 8th, which KVRI will be highlighted in.  

Vital Ground Foundation:

They sent a letter regarding fundraising.  Patty will get all the information to any individuals that would like it.

Panhandle Collaborative Meeting:
The collaborative will be meeting Thursday, October 21st at the Priest Lake Experimental Forest.  This meeting will be open to the public.  Some in Bonner County are developing a group to focus on Forestry issues --- somewhat similar to the KVRI Forestry Committee.  They have developed meeting protocols on how they might work together.  They will look at the experimental forest and different types of management and outcomes.
319 Grants:

The Basin Advisory Group, made up of representatives from the 5 northern counties, reviews applications for 319 grants.  The 319 funds, in reference to a section of the Clean Water Act, are Federal dollars allocated to each of the states, and the state of Idaho has received approximately $2 million this year to be expended statewide.  Benewah County submitted a proposal for a county road that was in need of repair.  Benewah County’s proposal ranked #1 in the application process.  The second ranked application was for the Kootenai Tribe’s project on the Kootenai River Habitat Restoration.  The top three projects in each group will move forward to compete with others from around the state at a meeting in Boise; the projects will be ranked statewide.

Idaho Roadless Rule Litigation:

The Idaho Roadless Rule litigation was presented in front of Judge Windmill in Boise.  Hopefully there will be a decision in the next couple of months.

5-Year Status Review, Caribou:

Rick Donaldson, USFWS, will email information to Patty Perry to disperse to the KVRI group.  Bryon Holt is the lead on that project.
Comprehensive Conservation Plan, Kootenai National Wildlife Refuge:

The Kootenai National Wildlife Refuge is still working on their Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP).  Revisions are being made and the public will have the opportunity to comment again.

Bull Trout Critical Habitat Final Rule:

The final rule and habitat appeared in the Federal Register on October 18th.  There are maps available with great details, the maps can be found on the USFWS website, www.fws.gov.  

Next Meeting:

The next meeting will be held on November 15th, 2010 at the Boundary County Extension Office; the meeting was adjourned at 7:52 p.m.
