Meeting Minutes

Kootenai Valley Resource Initiative

January 28th, 2008 – 7:03 p.m., Boundary County Extension Office

Bonners Ferry, Idaho

Committee Members in Attendance:

Gary Aitken Sr., Kootenai Tribal Council, KVRI Co-Chair

Dave Anderson, City of Bonners Ferry & KVRI Co-Chair

Bob Blanford, Business/Industry

Jim Cadnum, Landowner/Industrial

Ed Atkins, Jr., Corporate Agriculture

Tony McDermott, Fish & Wildlife 

Justin Petty, Conservationist/Environmentalist
Linda McFaddan, Federal Lands

Dave Wattenbarger, Ag Landowner

Patty Perry, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho & KVRI Facilitator

Kristin James, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho & KVRI Recording Secretary

Agency/Others in Attendance:

Jeff Knetter, Idaho Fish & Game

Kevin Greenleaf, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Wayne Wakkinen, Idaho Fish & Game

Steve McNulty, Trans Canada
Chip Corsi, Idaho Fish & Game

Opening:

Gary Aitken Sr. started by welcoming everyone to the meeting; introductions followed.

The minutes from the November 19th meeting were approved by consensus.
Discussions:

Caribou Movement Plan Update:

Wayne Wakkinen, Idaho Fish & Game (IDFG), stated approximately a year ago there was a lawsuit in Spokane about winter recreation relative to Selkirk Caribou.  The judge imposed snowmobile restrictions in the Selkirks.  In response to the restrictions IDFG began a caribou movement and habitat use analysis which included all the data that had been gathered since 1987 on caribou.  IDFG looked at movements within seasons and movements between seasons and if there was evidence of movement corridors and if so, when and where.  Wayne is providing the results of the analysis to the U.S. Forest Service so they can incorporate those results into the winter recreation plan that is currently being written.  A draft of the winter recreation plan is due to be released in February.  The Office of Species Conservation is also working on an alternative that will be presented to the USFS.  Funding was received from USFS, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS), Idaho State Snowmobile Association, Kalispel Tribe, and a State Wildlife Grant which matched money from the Idaho State Snowmobile Association.  The movement/corridor analysis is using results from a report that investigated habitat quality in the Selkirks. That report was funded by the Idaho Department of Lands and was conducted by Trevor Kinley and Clayton Apps.

Wayne passed out a handout on Selkirk Ecosystem Woodland Caribou Movement and Habitat Use Analysis (available on Kootenai Tribal Website:  www.kootenai.org).    

The question was asked how it works if the USFS is putting together the plan and it’s under the court jurisdiction that USFS has to put together a plan and Office of Species Conservation (OSC) is putting together an alternative that could be different than the USFS alternative?  Will all those alternatives go out for review?

Wayne states the OSC is submitting their alternative to the USFS to be considered as another alternative in the Winter Recreation Plan.  Linda McFaddan, USFS, added the OSC alternative will be analyzed.  In the following week USFWS, IDFG, USFS, and OSC will be meeting on February 6th to brainstorm together what the alternative may be.  There will be one of several alternatives that will be analyzed in the environmental analysis (EA) and then there will be a preferred alternative that will go forward when the EA is released.  

Patty explained the purpose for the meeting is that USFWS is responsible for a listing, the recovery plan and how they might recover caribou.  The USFS is responsible for the management of the habitat that serves the recovery process.  IDFG has the state interest at stake and the way the USFS and USFWS do their job in our state.  OSC is an office that was developed by the Governor’s office several years ago that was created to interact where there are endangered species across the state with state agencies.  

Wayne stated there haven’t been any big moments as far as caribou movement is concerned.  IDFG has looked at how far caribou move within a season and between seasons.  They are moving more between seasons.  There is a lot of site fidelity from year to year areas of use.  IDFG has also looked to see if there was any specific inter-seasonal movement where they might see more movement that would indicate movement to maintain movement corridors, gene flow, and recolonization.  Their findings do not support that there was one season that stands out as a time period where there was a lot of movement.  

How many animals have there been to help base the movement on?  Wayne explained there data covers all caribou from 1987 to 2006.  They started out with 8,700 telemetry locations spread throughout the ecosystem.  IDFG looked at how the ecosystem was being utilized.  They took out the first year worth of telemetry locations.  They felt the first year movement could just be exploratory movement for the caribou as it was their first year within the ecosystem.  There were 1700 locations thrown out from the data base as a result.  The strength of the data is that there are a lot of locations on a lot of different animals spread through a lot of environmental conditions.  

How far south and how far north is the range of travel?  Wayne stated most of the use goes as far north as the arm of Kooteney Lake and goes as far south as McCormack Ridge.  There were a few movements north of Nelson, BC.  Some movement happens outside the ecosystem.  Most of the movement happens up to the west arm of Kootenay Lake, down to Pack River and side to side.  This data includes animals that were released in Idaho in 1988-1990 in Ball Creek, animals released in 1996-1998 in Washington in the Sullivan Creek Drainage and one release that was up on the Kootenay pass.

Are the animals in groups of two or three or more?  Wayne answered the data base is compiled mostly of females because that was what was transplanted.  In the winter there were some large groups up to 25 animals, but then there were groups of 1-3 animals.  The sizes of groups vary between seasons.

Wayne states there are currently only approximately 5 or 6 working radio collars in the ecosystem.  The ability to monitor populations by radio collars is pretty out dated.  Wayne uses a winter census.  He flies the whole ecosystem to see where they are at.  Occasionally there will be reports from citizens on caribou sitings, but it’s not heavily relied upon.  Last winter there were 47 caribou, of those there were only 2 in the U.S.  Most of the caribou stay north of the border.

There are plans for B.C. to look into possible augmentation in March or April of 2009 to release more animals north of BC in Stagleap Park.  All transplanted caribou will be radio collared.

The question was asked about what is a viable population of caribou from a genetic standpoint.  Wayne responded that this issue is really not resolved – it depends on who you ask, with numbers from 100 to 1,000 being suggested.  However, Wayne pointed out that the Selkirk population if currently one of the most genetically diverse because of the number of different populations that served as transplant stock.  

There were some questions that Wayne was unable to answer.  It was suggested that at a later meeting Suzanne Audet (USFWS) attend to be able to answer some of the questions Wayne was unable to answer.  
Committee Updates:

Smith Creek:

Dave Wattenbarger reported the group has not met since October.  They are also snowed in and frozen over so the group likely will not meet again until March.  Chip Corsi added the commission did approve acquisition of Sullivan’s property.  The group can now try some restoration attempts without worrying about flooding someone out.  
TMDL Sub-committee:

Patty stated the next meeting will be on February 19th at 8:00 a.m. at the Kootenai Tribal Office.  The new 2008 Integrated Report which is where the streams for this area get listed or not listed for being impaired and needing TMDL.  The draft for the report is out now and comments can be received until February 20th.  Bob Steed has volunteered to stay at the Tribal Office on the 19th to help anyone that might want to get online and make comments on the integrated report.  The more online comments made the better.  
There was a recommendation letter passed out to all KVRI board members, the Watershed Advisory Group (WAG), coming from the technical committee that works on TMDLs, which suggest the letter of comment, be sent to DEQ.  The reason is that in our TMDL we listed Blue Joe as not needing a TMDL because it’s already been an EPA clean up site, EPA, USFS and DEQ have all done extensive work on Blue Joe and have a monitoring plan in place and have been monitoring.  Bob Steed agreed with the group to move ahead and list Blue Joe under Section 4b, rather that doing a TMDL. Section 5 is a listing of those streams that need a TMDL, section 4b is for those that already have a plan in place.  The DEQ State office has continued to list Blue Joe as needing a TMDL.  Rather than try to make this the first 4b listing across Idaho they decided it would be easier to list it as impaired again and send it that way.
Under house bill 145, WAGs have the right to disagree with DEQ staff to strongly recommend they reconsider their position.  A letter was put together for the board to submit to IDEQ regarding the Blue Joe listing (the letter is available for any who would like to review it).
The letter was approved by consensus of the KVRI group.

Grizzly Bear Sub-committee:

Patty stated the committee hasn’t met in the New Year yet, but Steve McNulty with TransCanada was in attendance.  Steve and Dan Dinning had visited after the grizzly bear committee met previously.  They discussed that the committee needed a new stuffed bear to help with the education and outreach.  Steve suggested that there was a possibility that the committee work with his company to see if there was some funding available to help with some of the endeavors.  The committee is currently filling out a grant application.  Steve was kind enough to set up a conference call at Dan’s request with Patty and some other committee members to see how they could go through the process.  Scott Soults, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho, volunteered to write the grant.  He will be getting it to Wayne and Patty by January 30th.  They will be sending out the application on Friday, February 1st and hope to get approval and help with funding for their grizzly bear recovery efforts.  

The next meeting will be in March sometime.
Closing Comments/Meeting Announcements
The roast for Darrell has been postponed until the next meeting; however there are two cards being sent around that the group can sign.  One for Darrell for all he has done for KVRI and the other card is for John Martin with Senator Craig’s office.  He is retiring February 1st.  

Next Meeting:

The next meeting will be held on February 25th, 2008 at the Boundary County Extension Office.

The meeting was adjourned at about 8:23 p.m.
