Draft Meeting Minutes

KVRI Forestry Sub-Committee

January 26th, 2011 – 1:00 p.m., Boundary County Extension Office - Bonners Ferry, Idaho

In Attendance:

Doug Nishek, U.S. Forest Service – BF Ranger District – Project Planner

Brad Smith, Idaho Conservation League

Dan Dinning, Boundary County Commissioner

Brett Lyndaker, U.S. Forest Service – BF Ranger District – Wildlife Biologist

Aaron Calkins, U.S. Representative Labrador

Barry Wynsma, Boundary County Citizen

Linda McFaddan, U.S. Forest Service – Ranger, BF District

Jerry Pavia, Lands Council

Wayne Wakkinen, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Michael Sloan, Boundary Economic Development Council

Nancy Kertis, U.S. Forest Service – BF Ranger District

Karen Roetter, Senator Mike Crapo

Sid Smith, Senator Jim Risch

Kennon McClintock, The Nature Conservancy

Cleve Shearer, Boundary County Citizen
Pat Behrens, U.S. Forest Service – BF Ranger District – Silviculturist

Jennifer Anderson, U.S. Forest Service – BF Ranger District – Fuels Reductions

Kevin Greenleaf, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Brandon Glaza, U.S. Forest Service – BF Ranger District – Hydrologist

Jim Cadnum, Forest Capital/KVRI Board Member

Alan Flory, Boundary County Citizen/Contractor

Gerri Ann Howlett, U.S. Forest Service – BF Ranger District - 

Patty Perry, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho & KVRI Facilitator 

Kristin James, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho & KVRI Recording Secretary

Opening:

Patty Perry welcomed everyone to the meeting; introductions followed.  
A handout was provided by Brad Smith (Timber sale goals exceeded) which was an encouraging newspaper article of work that’s being completed on the Clearwater showing what can happen when folks work together.
From the last meeting Doug Nishek put together the purpose and need for Twenty Mile Creek project and provided the handout of the few minor changes he had made, along with additions he received after the meeting which he incorporated into the document.

USFS provided (4) maps providing different information for the Twenty Mile Creek Project Area:

· Bear Management Unit, Brett Lyndaker --- all of the project area is contained in either Boulder or Grouse BMU.  Neither of the BMU’s are meeting standard in regarding to road density or core.  The group will be looking at opportunities to deal with those issues where possible.  The standard will not be met solely on this project area because there is not enough of either BMU involved.  (3) Criteria are considered; core, total road density and open road density.  Gated roads count towards open road density and cannot consider core.  If roads are stored or closed, the Forest Practices act prohibits leaving drainage structures on a road that can’t be maintained.
· Lynx Habitat, Brett Lyndaker --- Lynx rely mostly on snow shoe hare for their diet.  Population is not known but they have been documented at a number of places within Boundary County.  USFS manages for habitat not for animal recovery.  Snowshoe hare is kept alive due to coverage, helps with hiding from predators.  An LAU can't have more than 30% of lynx habitat in an early successional stage not yet providing winter snowshoe hare habitat (usually less than 17-20 years old); and no more than 15% of lynx habitat in an LAU can be regenerated through timber harvest in a ten-year period.  The 20-mile project likely won't impact enough of either LAU to bump up against these restrictions.  Lynx habitat has been defined as areas with site potential to be subalpine fir.  Because of WUI fuels management is a possibility in LAU’s.  Multistory stands will need field review this summer.  Mature, multiple aged stands with occasional holes in the canopy and mixed specie are preferred for Lynx.
· Current Management Area, Doug Nishek --- Brown Creek head waters has  little access, only area managed by USFS for big game.  Most of the management is for grizzly and wood products.  Currently USFS is working under management plan 87 until the new decision is final approximately in December 2012.  The group needs to make sure requirements are met for either plan where possible.
· Designated Old Growth Mature Saw timber, Pat Behrens --- Mature forests are those with an “upper canopy dominated by trees 100+ years old.”  (Follow-up from Pat:  This is discussed on p. 129 of the 2009 Forest Plan Monitoring Report).  The combination of mature and old growth forest structure on the District is nearly 50%.  Intermediate harvests (e.g., thinning and salvage) are typically ineffective in stands where lodgepole pine totals more than 50% of the overstory.  Bark beetles (mountain pine) are present in the project area at endemic levels.  They are currently more active in other locations on the District in similar stand conditions.  The allocated old growth in the project area has been field reviewed.  The lodgepole stands being considered for treatment have been field surveyed.  Old growth stands are a mixture of spruce fir and cedar hemlock.  Larch is a mixed component in some stands and its presence is an indicator of the fire history in the area.  Mixed conifer stands are generally found in lower elevations.  The group needs to look at moderate-high hazard lodgepole pine stands that do not currently have access roaded and determine if these areas will be part of a proposed action.

Provisions for Project in Twentymile Creek:

Before any projects are complete a cost benefit analysis will have to be conducted and if USFS can’t afford to complete projects they just won’t happen.  From a grizzly bear standpoint when roads are being proposed to be built in either area it will be very difficult to get completed.

The group came up with the following provisions to be included in the project proposal that USFS will put together:

· Help protect power lines – prudent to look at long range protection; infrastructure.  Possibility of further clearing of the power line.
· Look at what is feasible for treating 800+ acres of lodgepole pine/and 5-600 acres of mixed conifer stands.
· In regards to timber harvest visuals, no survey lines; leave clumps.

· Help provide habitat for critters

· Encourage post-harvest treatments that would encourage huckleberry regeneration.

· Look at a couple different timber sales: (1) harvest feasible 800 acres of lodgepole stands; (2) harvest 500 acres of mixed conifer.

· Prioritize timber sales and thinning projects

· Help reduce road density to count towards standards in bmu’s.
· Look at winter logging to help with access and roads issue to get timber harvest in areas that are difficult to access.

· Take precautions in regards to lynx, grizzly bear management areas.

· Concern for municipal watershed and treatments.

· Try incorporating road storage with timber harvest efforts taking place in the same areas, after harvest.

· Include plantations within project area for pre-commercial thinning, possible mechanical thinning and biomass removals.

· Include further treatments in road systems that will be maintained in project area similar to projects Alan Flory has completed in Black Mountain and 10 Mile Road such as road shoulder work, etc.
The next step will be to get a proposed action.  The group has put together project opportunities, but sideboards need to be determined so a proposed action can be developed.  After that’s completed the following step will be public scoping, which will take place in February according to timeline that was previously put together.  The maps that were generated for the meeting would be mailed out to the public and would show possible treatments and description of the project situation and ask for public comment for 30 days.

The USFS will meet with Mary Farnsworth to go over scoping towards the end of February.  Prior to meeting with Mary, USFS will bring back proposal with more ‘meat’ before public scoping begins.  

Wrap Up & Next Meeting;

At the next meeting USFS will provide:

· Twentymile Creek Project proposal for review from the group and an approach to the different projects mentioned.  The group will review at the next meeting and help provide a final proposal before public scoping.  
· Map showing lodgepole stands: (1) 50-80% lodgepole stands, (2) 80-100% lodgepole stands.  Not a map that shows the economic situation but a map that shows all lodgepole stands in the project area and includes power lines and roads.

Before the meeting closed everyone around the room agreed to the project specifics that were mentioned above for the USFS to include in the proposal they will bring back to the group at the next meeting.
At a future meeting, if the group is interested at looking at what an area would look like that has used temporary roads for timber harvests there are several project areas on the Katka Ridge that could be toured by the group in the future.
The next meeting will be held on Monday, February 27th at 1:30 p.m. at the Boundary County Extension Office.
