Meeting Minutes

Kootenai Valley Resource Initiative

January 26th, 2009 – 7:03 p.m., Boundary County Extension Office

Bonners Ferry, Idaho

Committee Members in Attendance:

Dave Anderson, Mayor, City of Bonners Ferry, KVRI Co-Chair
Dan Dinning, Boundary County Commissioner, KVRI Co-Chair
Jennifer Porter, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho, KVRI Co-Chair

Bob Blanford, Business/Industry

Jim Cadnum, (alt.) Landowner/Industrial
Linda McFaddan, (alt.) U.S. Forest Service-Panhandle National Forest

Chip Corsi, (alt.) Idaho Fish & Game Commission

Dave Wattenbarger, Soil Conservation District/Landowner

Sandy Ashworth, Social/Cultural/Historical

Justin Petty, Conservationist/Environmentalist
Patty Perry, KVRI Facilitator, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Kristin James, KVRI Recording Secretary, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Agency/Others in Attendance:

Karen Roetter, Senator Mike Crapo’s Office
Matt Roetter, Citizen
Wayne Wakkinen, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Rich Torquemada, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Mike Sloan, Boundary Economic Development Council

Greg Hoffman, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Mike Gondek, U.S. Department of Agriculture-NRCS
Shelley Landry, Congressman Walt Minnick 

Kim Annis, Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks

Wayne Kasworm, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Nancy Russell, Citizen

Jeff Foss, U.S. Fish Wildlife Service – Boise

Sarah Canepa, the Vital Ground Foundation

Opening:

Dave Anderson started by welcoming everyone to the meeting; introductions followed.

Minutes from the November 17th meeting were approved by consensus.
Presentations:

Cabinet Yaak Survey Presentation – Grizzly Bear Recovery
Sarah Canepa began the survey presentation with discussing the Public Opinion and Knowledge Survey of Grizzly Bears in the Cabinet Yaak ecosystem, which is a project she has been working on as an independent citizen in partnership with state and federal agencies, citizens and conservation organizations with an interest in grizzly bear recovery.  They wanted to develop an educational outreach program that would provide accurate information about grizzly bears to the residents of Lincoln and Sanders Counties in Montana.  The survey was created to determine if there were misconceptions about grizzly bears and to gauge opinions and attitudes the public has about grizzly bears.  Sarah Canepa, The Vital Ground Foundation, Wayne Kasworm, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS), and Kim Annis, Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (MTFWP), presented their information in the form of a power point presentation.  The Public Opinion & Knowledge Survey on Grizzly Bears in the Cabinet-Yaak Ecosystem along with the Executive Summary is available on the Kootenai Tribal website:  www.kootenai.org.  

Question & Answer:

Dan Dinning asked if there was a question regarding whether the residents felt they were excluded from information?  Kim Annis (MTFWP) answered that the survey did not ask people if they had felt excluded but it was expressed the community overwhelmingly felt the residents should be included.

Dave Wattenbarger asked if the process by which information gets out to the public by the agencies would change, as a result of the survey.  Kim Annis (MTFWP) stated they want public input and they want to know how they can work better with the public.  She also expressed 20-30 years ago the approach for notifying the public was different.  In the past projects and issues were presented as here is the project and this is what’s going to be done.  There really wasn’t much of an attempt to include the public and that the agencies are working to change that.

Linda McFaddan, U.S. Forest Service (USFS), stated one of the goals of the survey is to be used as an educational tool.  Were correct answers and misconceptions addressed in the full report? Kim Annis (MTFWP) answered her question by telling the group that the misconceptions were addressed in the full report and misconceptions addressed.  The public was also given an opportunity to make a statement if they chose to; all their comments are included in the report.

Were there questions asked regarding why the residents were opposed to augmentation?  Wayne Kasworm, USFWS, stated that was a good follow-up question which was discovered after the survey was initially commenced.  They have tried to talk about augmentation and listen to reasons why people are opposed to this practice in forums such as this one.

At the end of the survey people were asked if they’d like to add anything else and this was a place where some respondents stated they don’t mind the bears that are currently in their area however they do not like the idea of moving in more bears.

The cost of the survey was $17,500 and 9 months of labor to put the survey into an understandable format.  There were questions related to the recreational use of the forest.  The main question was asked concerning which activities the residents took part in.  The survey participants were given a list of recreational activities that they participate in to choose from. They may have chosen “other” or “did not participate in these activities” if how they recreated in the National Forests was not on the list they were given.

Is there a target date for reaching the population goal of 100 grizzly bears?  The first recovery plan was written for 1981.  There was so little known about grizzly bears then.  In the 1993 revision of the recovery plan there are specific targets with measures that have to be met.  Progress has been made in some areas and in other areas there has been some back sliding due to human caused mortalities.  Coming back to the timeframe of the recovery efforts, there is not a specific time frame.  

Chip Corsi added that when species are delisted in the management plan, the agency has to include a plan on how the species will be sustained.  The question was asked if once the species are delisted if road closures will loosen up.  There was some discussion about looking at management of the species at that time and having an opportunity to make some changes but not wanting to make changes that would result in having the animal go back on the endangered species list, therefore it is hard to know if there will be a change in road closures upon recovery.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Libby Dam:

Greg Hoffman, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, presented information on Libby Dam Operations and how they relate to burbot recovery efforts.  His power point presentation is available on the Kootenai Tribal website:  www.kootenai.org.  
Dan asked for a comparison in flows from Spring of 2007 to Spring of 2008.  He stated there has been a significant reduction in milfoil, with no explanation – wondering if there is any relationship.  

Committee Updates:

TMDL Sub-Committee:
Patty invited everyone to the next TMDL meeting on January 28th at 8:30 a.m.  Topics will include 319 grant projects, and an update on partner projects.  
Other Updates:
Smith Creek Working Group

Dave Wattenbarger stated Jeff Knetter’s replacement will begin work tomorrow (January 27th).  The group will meet once she gets settled into the position, possibly in the next week or two.  
National Floodplain Easement Program
Mike Gondek, USDA-NRCS, reminded everyone that Well Life Habitats Program sign-up is ongoing until February 14th.  Emergency watershed protection floodplain easement project has money available.  They are looking for acreage that may qualify.  It’s a permanent easement similar to the WRP.  It does not have to be crop land; however there are prohibitions that limit production in the areas of the project.
Fish Passage Project proposal Update:
Mike Gondek has been working with Jamie Davis and Dave Wattenbarger in trying to get Rob Sampson to the area in March or April to look at a few sites for fish passage improvement projects in the Twenty Mile area.  They will be working with U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) and Office of Species Conservation (OSC), as well as Idaho Fish & Game and other partners.  The proposed projects are on private lands.  They will put together a design plan and attempt to secure funding for the projects. They will also need to contact Burlington Northern railroad.
Old Business:

Mandatory Bear Identification Test:

Chip Corsi stated the recommendation for mandatory bear identification testing for bear hunters from KVRI (and Kootenai Valley Sportsman) is being taken into account within serious venues.  It has gotten a favorable response from folks around the state, and it is still a topic and on the radar for the Idaho Fish & Game Commission.
Grizzly Bear Mount:

The bear specimen is in the freezer in Creston. Wayne has all the necessary permits; he’s just waiting to find the appropriate taxidermists (needs to get information from Scott Soults, KTOI).  The question was asked whether there was a name for the new mount, and it was suggested there be a contest to name the new bear.
IDFG Hair Snare Project (Grizzly Bear):

The hair samples will be taken to the lab next week.  The cost to get all the samples done is $25,000.  Wayne Kasworm may have more money available to supplement analysis if needed.  The more information that can be obtained will be better for everyone.
New Business:

Chip Corsi, IDFG Budget Information.  

Chip explained IDFG’s budget.  They have submitted a proposal to possibly become legislation for revenue increase.  The price of licenses and tags would increase.  The current budget has been essentially the same (up 2%) since the last revenue increase 4 years ago.  They originally asked for 14% and received 10% and were told to come back in 2 years.  The licensed funded projects include conservation officers, fish hatcheries and work such as big game and fisheries surveys, among other projects.  They are proposing a 20% increase.    (Chip passed around a handout, which will be available on the Kootenai tribal website:  www.kootenai.org.)  IDFG tried to keep the price of a license in Idaho competitive with what they would be in Montana, Washington, and other western states.  There have been a number of demands for new services for things such as kids fishing ponds.  Right now they would go towards maintaining services already in place, with 20% going towards upgrading areas or adding things such as a kid fishing ponds and pheasant stocking.  In the event the revenue increase is approved it will go into effect July 1st, 2009.  IDFG will be seeking letters of support.  Chip suggested KVRI could provide a letter of support, or Board members could individually provide letters of support.  

Correspondence & Other:
Letter from Idaho Department of Lands:
Patty stated there was a letter sent by Idaho Department of Lands reminding everyone of their missions.  She can send that out to anyone that would like to read more about it.

IDFG & Caribou Movement Project:

Wayne Wakkinen is doing work on movement of caribou that will be utilized in developing the winter recreation access policy.  Wayne offered to give a presentation on the winter recreation plan and the movement of caribou if the group feels it’s of interest.  The winter recreation plan will be out for comment by the end of February.  Dan asked how many caribou came across the border from BC, Canada this year.  Wayne stated they haven’t calculated information yet.

Representative for Congressman Walt Minnick:
Shelley Landry, Representative for Congressman Walt Minnick, has been busy setting up their office with all the essentials that are needed.  She is from Sagle and really excited for the opportunity to be involved with KVRI and converse with the group.  She will be learning from each and every one of us.  

Initial Stimulus Proposal:
Karen Roetter, U.S. Senator Mike Crapo, stated they do not have the actual stimulus bill yet.  The Senate is working on their version of the bill this week.  If folks in Bonners Ferry have projects they would like to have considered, they need to submit those projects to the appropriate federal or state agency.  All stimulus money will be distributed through existing agencies and programs.  There will be plenty of additions and deletions before the bill is finalized.  Any projects that will be submitted need to be “shovel ready”.  There seems to be something in the package for everyone including wildlife projects.  Karen will send out the initial stimulus package for Patty to provide to the group so everyone can get an idea what types of projects are being considered within the package.  
Next Meeting:

The next meeting will be held on February 23rd, 2009 at the Boundary County Extension Office.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:52 p.m.

