Meeting Minutes

Kootenai Valley Resource Initiative

January 24th, 2011 - 7:00 p.m., Boundary County Library

Bonners Ferry, Idaho

Committee Members in Attendance:

Dave Anderson, City of Bonners Ferry & KVRI Co-Chair

Dan Dinning, Boundary County Commissioner & KVRI Co-Chair

Sandy Ashworth, Social/Cultural/Historical

Tony McDermott, Idaho Fish & Game Commission

Linda McFaddan, (alt.) U.S. Forest Service - Idaho Panhandle National Forest

Ed Atkins, Corporate Ag

Jim Cadnum, (alt.) Industrial Forest

Bob Blanford, Business/Industry

Dave Wattenbarger, Soil Conservation District/Ag Landowner

Robyn Miller, Conservationist/Environmentalist

Patty Perry, KVRI Facilitator, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Kristin James, KVRI Recording Secretary, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Agency/Others in Attendance:

Wayne Wakkinen, Idaho Department of Fish & Game

Kevin Greenleaf, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho/Pheasants Forever

Scott Soults, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Laura Roady, Bonners Ferry Herald

Dave Gray, (Board alt.) Social/Cultural/Historical

Chip Corsi, Idaho Department of Fish & Game (Board alt.)

Kennon McClintock, The Nature Conservancy

Dianna Ellis, Kootenai National Wildlife Refuge

Michael Gondek, U.S. Department of Agriculture-Natural Resource Conservation Services

Justin Petty, The Nature Conservancy

Sid Smith, Senator Jim Risch

Aaron Calkins, Congressman Raul Labrador

Daryl Mong, Landowner

Sandra Mong, Landowner

Opening:

Dan Dinning opened and welcomed everyone to the meeting; introductions followed.

The group approved draft minutes of November 15th, 2010 meeting by consensus.

Presentations:
McArthur Lake Wildlife/Vehicle Collision Ad Hoc Committee Report:

Bas Hargrove, The Nature Conservancy (TNC), started by welcoming Kennon McClintock aboard as the new Ball Creek Ranch representative for TNC.

The Ad Hoc Committee met on December 14th in Naples.  They shared information and discussed ways to deal with human safety and wildlife mortality resulting from wildlife-vehicle collisions (WVCs) in the vicinity of McArthur Lake.  Participants in the meeting included representative of Boundary County, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho, Idaho Transportation Department (ITD), Idaho Department of Fish & Game (IDFG), U.S. Forest Service (USFS), U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS), American Wildlands, and TNC.  Recognizing that a great deal of work had been done previously to address the issue, the purpose of the meeting was to assess the current state of knowledge and develop feasibility actions for reducing WVCs.  Based on the discussions, the committee recommended the following actions:

1. Seek to integrate this effort with the Kootenai Valley Resource Initiative

a. Brief KVRI at January meeting

b. Seek support for the ad hoc committee to become a working group under KVRI

2. Implement no-regrets strategies immediately

a. Increase line of sight along Wildlife Management Area (WMA)

1. Also discuss w/ private landowners nearby

b. Communicate with local community to get feedback, gain support

c. Explore training opportunities for ITD maintenance crews

3. Collect more data to pinpoint hotspots

a. Snow tracking

b. Black bear collars

c. Monitor railroad-wildlife collisions

4. Further analyze existing data

a. Complete GIS analysis from milepost 490-538 (Canada border)

1. Rate of collisions based on Average Daily Traffic

2. Land cover

3. Parcel Ownership

b. Contract for cost-benefit analysis from milepost 490 to 505

5. Continue to advocate for improvements to Highway 95 at McArthur Lake (mp 492 to 494)

a. Use steps 1 to 4 to continue building case for funding

b. Maintain lines of communication with ITD staff and board

6. Seek to integrate this effort with the Kootenai Valley Resource Initiative

a. Brief KVRI at January meeting

b. Seek support for the ad hoc committee to become a working group under KVRI

7. Implement no-regrets strategies immediately

a. Increase line of sight along Wildlife Management Area (WMA)

1. Also discuss w/ private landowners nearby

b. Communicate with local community to get feedback, gain support

c. Explore training opportunities for ITD maintenance crews

8. Collect more data to pinpoint hotspots

a. Snow tracking

b. Black bear collars

c. Monitor railroad-wildlife collisions

9. Further analyze existing data

a. Complete GIS analysis from milepost 490-538 (Canada border)

1. Rate of collisions based on Average Daily Traffic

2. Land cover

3. Parcel Ownership

b. Contract for cost-benefit analysis from milepost 490 to 505

10. Continue to advocate for improvements to Highway 95 at McArthur Lake (mp 492 to 494)

a. Use steps 1 to 4 to continue building case for funding

b. Maintain lines of communication with ITD staff and board

The ad hoc group believes following the recommendations will lead to incremental benefits that will, over time reduce the rate of WVC’s in the McArthur Lake area, make travel safer for people, and improve conditions for wildlife.

Question/Answer:

Has there been any assistance from Federal Highways?

There has been some funding received through USFWS to aid in data collection, but ad hoc committee is hoping the current funding could lead to more opportunity in the future with implementation.

How long has the McArthur Lake Highway Project been under consideration by ITD?

The project has been in development since the early 90’s.  In the early 2000’s a stakeholder group took their preliminary work to ITD.  The group made some head way only to be bumped in priority, once again (ITD put the project in the State Transportation Improvement Plan (STIP), but later moved it to the Mid-Horizon category for projects without an implementation date.) The group is hopeful that if they continue to build a case an opportunity will arise.

A KVRI board member mentioned KVRI could help the ad hoc committee.  KVRI has good connections and in a position to help move the project forward.  KVRI could offer continuity, help host meetings while Bas helps bring people to the table.  Bas stated the ad hoc group has a lot of interest to continue but no authority.  The group needs something that is more formal than a simple group of people getting together to discuss a common interest/issues.

The group was asked to consider KVRI involvement with ad hoc committee and discuss it further at the next KVRI meeting.

IDFG McArthur Lake Area Update:

Wayne Wakkinen, IDFG, has made attempts to get authorization to monitor the railroad tracks near McArthur Lake area to get a feel of logistics.  He was denied permission by Union Pacific and anticipates the same answer from Burlington Northern Santé Fe due to safety and liability issues, however Union Pacific has agreed to have their track inspector record all animal fatalities caused by trains.  Wayne will draft a data sheet for him to take with him.

Wayne also looked into tree thinning to help increase visibility in some areas of the McArthur Lake Highway.  He spoke with railroad representatives whom appeared in favor of the idea and even suggested they may be able to help fund the work.  All-in-all significant changes are being made and the project is moving ahead.

Wayne will conduct habitat modeling for the McArthur Lake area showing where important crossings may be.  He will begin trapping black bears in the spring.  The bears will be fixed with radio collars to track their movements.

The Nature Conservancy, Update - Ball Creek Ranch:

Robyn Miller, TNC, announced TNC has officially hired Kennon McClintock as their North Idaho Field Representative.  The crew is thrilled to have him on board.

Also, the McArthur Lake conservation easement between Forest Capital, Idaho Department of Lands and TNC closed on December 1st.  The conservation easement ensures that the 3,943 acres of timberlands owned by Forest Capital Partners will continue to be managed as a working forest and for non-motorized public access.  Funding was provided by USDA Forest Service's Forest Legacy program, the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, and the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation.  Idaho Department of Lands holds the easement.  TNC thanked KVRI for their support of the project. 
Updates:

TMDL:

The next meeting will be held on January 25th at the Tribal Headquarters at 10:00 a.m.  Bob Steed, Idaho DEQ, will discuss the Integrated Report and related issues.

Smith/Boundary Creek Working Group:

The group will meet on February 8th and update the charter between IDFG and Boundary County and bylaws.

Forestry Committee - CFLRA Proposal:

KVRI Board members have been working with the Forest Service to update the CFLRA Proposal submitted last year,  so it maybe resubmitted in the next funding round.  Proposals are due to the Regional Office (FS) by Feb. 4th.   This year the group had solicited advice from Robyn Miller, Dale Harris and Mitch Silvers who were instrumental in the Clearwater Basin Collaborative proposal which received funding last year.  Earlier today a small group of folks met with Leslie Weldon, USFS Regional Forester, to discuss the opportunity, and also presented a draft of the proposal and a KVRI presentation to Regional Forest Service staff.  This provided a good work session to help improve the first draft of the proposal.  

Each year two proposals from each region are put forth to compete nationally to receive funding over a 10 year period.  To accompany the proposal, a Letter of Commitment’ to be signed by each of the board members was presented.  After reading the letter aloud and a time of discussion, the board agreed by consensus to sign and submit the letter with the proposal.

New Business:

U.S. Senator James E. Risch:
On behalf of U.S. Senator James E. Risch, Sid Smith (Senator Risch representative), presented KVRI with a letter congratulating KVRI on 10 years of working together and solving many of the challenges facing people in Boundary County, and making significant and positive impacts (attachment to minutes on website).

Congressman Raul Labrador:

Aaron Calkins, Congressman Labrador’s North Idaho representative, introduced himself and expressed he looks forward to catching up on KVRI issues and learning what the group is about.

Idaho Panhandle National Forest (IPNF) Comment Period:

Linda McFaddan, USFS District Ranger, cited an article which came out in the local news paper last week concerning possible safety improvements to USFS roads.  Because Idaho State Senate Bill 1098 was passed in 2009 exempting drivers under the age of 16 from off-highway vehicle licensing requirements, the national forests in Idaho are reviewing the safety of all roads.  The safety improvements would aim to make roads safer for off-highway vehicles especially drivers of those vehicles under the age of 16.  There are several roads of concern that have been identified and they include:

· Smith Creek Road -281 (from the Westside Road to the Union Road)

· Mission Creek Road -272 (from Highway 95 to just after the switch-back near the Canadian border)

· Katka Road -314 (near Katka Creek to just past Boulder City; boundary of Kootenai National Forest)

· Pack River Road -231 (from the Boundary County line north to the junction with Road 2605)

· Trestle Creek Road

· Lightening Creek Road

· Several roads on the west and northwest side of Priest Lake.

Some of the safety improvements may include reduced speed limits, brush removal for improved visibility, warning signs, speed bumps or other minor engineering changes.  As a last resort, off-highway vehicle use may be restricted on certain roads if the safety risks cannot be fixed.  A link for maps of all roads of concern can be found on the Kootenai Tribe’s website, www.kootenai.org.  

The IPNF will be accepting comments related to roads of concern until March 4, 2011.  Comments regarding known safety concerns and suggestions for making the roads safer can be emailed to: comments-northern-idpanhandle@fs.fed.us.  

Next Meeting:

The next meeting will be held on February 28th, 2011 at the Boundary County Library at 7:00 p.m.; the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.
